
 

 

 

1964 News Annual Review 

The Bethel Citizen, John K. Brown Editor 

 

1964 was a very active year. Gould Academy‟s June announcement signaled major changes 

to come in Bethel area schools.  Sue Farrar‟s first Living Nativity Scene pageant began a lasting 

holiday tradition.  Bethel Chamber of Commerce became the “Greater Bethel” chamber. Funding 

for Grafton Notch State Park approved. Margaret Tibbetts was appointed U.S. Ambassador to 

Norway. Pollution of Androscoggin River must be stopped.  Dutch Elm Disease advanced. A 

new Evans Notch Ranger Station was built. New businesses opened at Harvey‟s Drive-In, 

Western Maine Supply, The Red Lantern, Sunday River Inn in Newry and at a new much larger 

home for Bryant‟s IGA Store 

 

 

 

January 2 

The last week of the year has brought a larger number of people to the town office and a 

greater number of comments and ideas than any other week of the year. Of course, everyone of 

nearly everyone feels that taxes are too high. The other most mentioned subject was the sewage 

abatement program that the town must begin in the next couple of years.  Michael Houlihan, 

Town Manager 

There is a new “Mixing Bowl” novice ski area at Sunday River Skiway. It is reported as 

Maine‟s longest novice ski lift. The vertical rise is 400 feet over the half-mile length; the run 

features wide gently rolling slopes. 

January 9 

A smoldering fire caused by overheated coils in the baking oven partially destroyed the drying 

room of the Ekco Tebbets Co., Inc., Locke Mills.  Company President John Tebbets credited the 

efficiency of the firefighters with saving the remainder of the wooden frame structure. The 

Bethel fire department was called. 
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Robert G. Clemons, Chapman Street, has been transferred to Boston with the Long Lines 

Department of the ATT Company.  Mr. Clemons work has been at the Ground Satellite Station at 

Andover where he was Equipment Maintenance Supervisor. 

Skating Rink Rules: A committee of the Methodist Youth Fellowship and Pilgrim Fellowship 

met with Donald Chretien for the purpose of making rules for the skating rink. Committee 

members are: Jack Brooks, Lorraine Eames, Bob Clemons, Richard Packard, Rachael Keniston, 

Mark Walker, Paul Piece and Carol Flint. Rules will apply to all who use the rink on the Bethel 

Common.  Some rules: Hockey only Wednesday and Saturday mornings, all Gould Academy 

students welcome, Third Grade and under off the rink by 7:30 PM, outlet available for radio and 

record player and no skating after 10 PM. 

Chamber members met at the Norseman Inn and elected new officers – Rev. Clifford Laws, 

president; Norman Greig, vice president; Alvin Barth, secretary and Ranald Stevens, treasurer. In 

adopting a new constitution and by-laws the organizations name changed from Bethel Chamber 

of Commerce to Greater Bethel Chamber of Commerce.  

January 23 

On January 29
th

, the Fire Station Study Committee plans to present sketches and cost data to 

the Budget Committee.  Three sites were considered initially by the committee: (1) the present 

location, (2) beside the town garage on Cross Street and (3) the Gould Academy garages on 

Spring Street. 

Alton Howe of Bethel was appointed an Oxford County deputy sheriff. 

January 30 

Gould Academy published terms and conditions of rental of Gould facilities including the new 

Bingham Hall, the field house and Bingham Gym. During NTL sessions the entire Gould plant is 

included in the NTL rental contract.  For example, Bingham Hall rental was $25 to $75 which 

involved extra technical help. No charge for Athletic Field and Tennis Courts when set up and 

available. Meeting Rooms and Other facilities by arrangement 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Heywood left Friday for New York City on the first leg of a trip around 

the world. Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Eames moved into their new home on Chapman Street. 

February 6 

The Greater Bethel Chamber of Commerce held a regular supper meeting at the West Parish 

Congregational Church. Two new committees were formed: Membership and Publicity.  Co-

chairmen for the membership committee are Norris Brown and Syl LeClair; heading the 

publicity committee will be Dr. John Trinward and Dr. James Hudson.  Financial support from 

the town will be requested by a special one-time article in the town meeting warrant. 
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February 13 

More than seventy members and guests attended the sixth annual meeting of the Bethel Area 

Development Corporation held at the Sudbury Inn.  Guest speaker was Standish K. Bachman, 

newly appointed Commissioner of Economic Development in Maine. Richard N. Bryant was 

elected to the board of directors while Kimball Ames, Guy P. Butler, Arthur F. Lincoln and John 

W. Trinward were re-elected to the board. Other remaining directors are Philip H. Chadbourne, 

Charles Chapin, Howard Cole, Richard Davis, Henry Hastings, Roger Luce, Burton Newton, 

Dexter Stowell, Murray Thurston and Edmund Vachon. 

After the main meeting the board met to elect officers: Roger Luce, president; Burton 

Newton, vice president; Guy P. Butler, secretary; and Edmund Vachon, treasurer.  

Charles Heino, supervising principal of Crescent Park and Ethel Bisbee Schools submitted his 

letter of resignation to Superintendent of Schools Hamilton Bailey. Mr. Heino has been elected 

principal and teacher of grade 5 at the Chisholm School in Rumford. Mr. Heino is married to the 

former Reona Bean and they have five children, four of whom are school age. 

Front page advertisements included: The Natural Milk, Grover‟s Golden Gallons, and it‟s 

Fresh, too. Bethel Oil Company, Inc., Chevron Heating Oils – 24 Hour Burner Service, S & H 

Green Stamps  John L. Witter, 836-2207  Ruel E. Swain 824-2949 and TOP HAT Old & New 

Dances Every Saturday Night – Top‟s Orchestra 8:30 to 12  75cents on Route 2 Between Bethel 

and Rumford 

February 20 

The Town Manager wrote in his weekly column that a large number of chairs were missing 

from the Community Room. Whoever has them should return them immediately. They are the 

property of the Catholic Church and are needed every Sunday.  

Oxford County News:  A school district is proposed for Buckfield, Canton, Sumner and 

Hartford. At a recent meeting at Buckfield the proposal was discussed.  

The Bethel Area Development Corp. listed its previous year‟s activities at its recent annual 

meeting. These included: Appropriation of $45,000 by the State Legislature for the purchase of 

land in the Grafton Notch area for a new State Park. The BADC has laid out more than $400 to 

fund billboard advertising the Bethel Area at strategic locations between Route 26 and the Maine 

Turnpike at Gray.  Twenty five acres of land in Newry purchased by the BADC in 1960 was 

transferred to the Sunday River Skiway Corporation for expansion of its facilities.  On May 9, 

1963 the BADC and the Bethel Chamber of Commerce jointly sponsored a meeting in Odeon 

Hall on the subject of Town Planning. A special BADC committee had worked with the State 

Highway Department to install more and better signs to direct traffic into the Bethel business 

district at the junctions of Routes 2, 5 and 26. 
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BADC secretary Guy P. Butler reported that there were 50 members in the Corporation. 

The Budget Committee recommends $5,000 less than 1963 appropriations. The total amount 

recommended is $255,657.  

Representative E. Louise Lincoln announced that she will be a candidate for re-election in the 

June primaries. Mrs. Lincoln‟s district includes Bethel, Byron, Gilead, Greenwood, Hanover, 

Newry, Roxbury, Stoneham, Upton, Lincoln Plantation (Wilson‟s Mills), Magalloway Plantation 

and the unorganized Townships of Albany, Grafton, Mason and Riley. Mrs. Lincoln served in 

the House in 1961 and 1963. Mrs. Lincoln is a member of the Bethel Republican Committee and 

is Secretary and Treasurer of the Oxford County Republican Committee. She is a director of the 

Bethel Library Association. 

Advertisements: Homogenized Milk and Chocolate Milk – Drink Riverside Farms, dial 824-

2330; G.E. MASON AGENCY High Quality Protection Fire Auto Homeowner Liability 

Insurance – R. C. Kendall 824-2683 and G.E. Mason 836-2294 

February 27 

Bethel Taxes Among Highest in State:  Bethel‟s tax rate is among the highest 17% of all 

towns in the State according to “Basic Financial Data” released by the Maine Teachers 

Association. Based on the State‟s valuation of the town Bethel is the 52
nd

 highest of the 319 

towns or cities. 

Plans Complete for Irish Minstrel: Production committees for the Bethel Players‟ Irish 

Minstrel are as follows – Staging, Bruce Bailey; Props, Mrs. Colwyn Haskell; Make-up, Mrs. 

David Thompson, assisted by Mrs. Henry Robertson, Mrs. Stephen Jacobs and Mrs. Richard 

Thompson; Programs and Head Usher, Mrs. Leonard Pierce. A general rehearsal is scheduled for 

February 28, at 7:30 at the Community Room. 

Chamber of Commerce has requested an appropriation of $2,000 for use in promotion and 

advertising of Bethel. The Budget Committee has given approval to this request. It is the 

Chamber‟s aim that return on this investment by taxpayers in 1964 will eventually improve the 

welfare of the whole community. 

Advertisement: LIVE BAIT – Open Sundays – Bob Lowe. 

March 5 

Bethel Town Meeting results were that voters were in favor of raising $278,157 but voted 

against providing bus service for high school students going to Gould Academy or to Woodstock 

High School. This article was defeated by a 149 No to 110 Yes votes.  After lengthy discussion 

voters defeated an article proposing to add fluoride to Bethel water. (Bethel Water Company 

owned the water system in 1964) 
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Rodney Eames was elected Selectman and Assessor for three years; Theodore S. Chadbourne 

and Harold Rolfe elected for the School Committee (Union 22) for three years and Violet 

Bennett elected Town Clerk.  Board of Selectmen were LeRoy Barker, Rodney Eames, Warren 

Hastings, Richard Davis and Norman Greig. 

The town meeting voted to grant matching funds of up to $2,000 to the Chamber of 

Commerce. 

Bethel Players will present their Irish Minstrel production at Bingham Hall on March 13 and 

14.  

Town Manager Michael Houlihan reported that the financial recommendations of the Budget 

Committee were all approved so that the tax rate for 1964 should remain the same as 1963. 

Gould Academy students Jim Corriveau and Laurel DesRoches are among 11 Maine skiers 

named to the team that will participate in the National Junior Ski Championships at Squaw 

Valley, California, March 18-21. Other team members are from Rumford, five, from Mexico, 

one, and two from Auburn. 

March 12 

During the past week the biggest snow storm of the year left about a foot of snow.  Tuesday‟s 

snowfall was 12 inches on top of Monday‟s four inches. Sunday River reported excellent 

conditions. 

The Board of Selectmen elected Norman Greig chairman. 

The Oxford Pickle Co. invited all cucumber growers and families to a Monday evening, 

March 23, meeting at the South Paris Fire Hall to hear talks by vegetable specialists with a 

question and answer period. 

SMORGASBORD, March 21, William Bingham Gymnasium, Music Bob Glines, Tickets - 

$2.50 per person, reservations and ticket sales at Bethel Laundromat and from Mrs. Wallace 

Saunders 

March 19 

School Union 22 was seeking a superintendent. The school union consists of Bethel, Gilead, 

Greenwood, Newry, Upton and West Paris. These towns have a combined pupil population of 

approximately 1200 with about 300 attending secondary school on a tuition basis. West Parish is 

the only town operating its own high school.  

At present there are 42 teachers on staff including two music supervisory personnel; currently 

ten school buildings are in operation. To be selected a candidate must hold a valid 

superintendent‟s certificate. 
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New principal was appointed for Bethel Village schools.  Superintendent Hamilton R. Bailey 

announced the appointment of Ralph K. Ryder of Bingham to the position of Supervising 

Principal of Crescent Park and Ethel Bisbee schools effective September 1, 1964. 

Mr. Ryder is a graduate of Greenville High School, Farmington State Teachers College and 

has done graduate work in the field of Elementary School Administration and Supervision at the 

University of Maine. He had received the Bachelor of Science in Education from Farmington 

State Teachers College and will complete his program for Master of Education at the University 

of Maine. Mr. Ryder served two years in the United States Army and has taught four years in 

Bingham. 

March 26 

Telstar satellite ground station in Andover reports successful tests for planned television 

hookups with Japan have been completed. The telecasts are to be taped fro later broadcast by 

network TV stations. 

Harold Clukey is employed as a pharmacist at Bosserman‟s Pharmacy. Mr. Clukey is a 

registered pharmacist, a native of Dexter. Mr. and Mrs. Clukey with sons Ronald 4, John 3, and 

David 2 have moved from Skowhegan to the Saunders‟ house on Vernon Street. 

Mrs. Charles Keoskie, Mrs. John Stecker, Mrs. John Frankevicz, Mrs. Richard Waldron, Mrs. 

Henry Hastings, Mrs. Sam Timberlake, Mrs. Herbert Lyon, Mrs. Lincoln Fiske and Mrs. Dana 

Brooks attended a planning meeting of the Charity Ball committees at the Nurses Residence of 

the Rumford Community Hospital. 

Cedric A. Judkins of Upton has announced that he will be run for the Republican nomination 

for a six year term as County Commissioner. A lifelong resident of Upton, Mr. Judkins attended 

Upton schools, graduated from Gould Academy and attended Gorham Normal School, now 

Gorham State Teachers College. He taught school in Upton and Weld.  He married Jennie 

Sanborn and they have six children and several grandchildren. He has been employed by the 

Brown Company as a surveyor and the State as a Forest Fire Warden. He served as postmaster in 

Upton for several years.  

Mr. Judkins owned and operated a store in Upton and at the same time was engaged in 

farming. In 1957 he sold the store to his son Kendrick and is now semi retired. He has held 

several town offices and for several years was chairman of the board of selectmen; he was tax 

collector and served on the superintending school committee. He is a member of Upton Grange 

and the Oxford Pomona. 

The public is invited to the annual Easter sunrise service at the summit of Paradise Hill.  The 

service this year is sponsored by both the West Parish Congregational Church and the Bethel 
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Methodist Church. Following the service those attending are invited to return to their respective 

churches for refreshments. 

At a recent Republican caucus Burton Newton was elected Chairman for 1964-65. Samuel 

Timberlake was elected Vice Chairman and Leland Brown, Secretary and Elizabeth Bane, 

Treasurer.  Others assigned positions were Edith Rowe, Barbara D. Brown and Mrs. Rosalind 

Chapman. 

Advertisement: DO IT YOURSELF WALLPAPER – Trimmed and pasted - see samples, 4 

day delivery – Leland Brown agent. 

April 2 

Miss Margaret Joy Tibbetts was named by President Lyndon Johnson as ambassador to a 

country not yet disclosed (later it was announced to be Norway).  Miss Tibbetts has been a State 

Department Foreign Service officer since 1946; she is a native of Bethel. Her most recent has 

been political section of the American Embassy in Brussels, Belgium. She is a graduate of Gould 

Academy and Wheaton College and she holds a master‟s degree from Bryn Mawr College. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roland Glines are in New York City on business for Gould Academy. 

A wild-cat walk out at the Oxford Paper Co. Monday shut down production. About 1500 

workers attended a special meeting at the Municipal Building Wednesday morning. Work was 

expected to resume Thursday morning with the 7 o‟clock shift. 

The Oxford Hills School District directors have formerly taken possession of the fair grounds 

property. 

Bethel Players will sponsor a series of square dance lessons starting with an “Introductory 

Night” at the Bethel Community Room.  Robert Hersey of Windham, a professional instructor 

and member of the New England Callers Association, will be the caller. 

Advertisement: PURE MAPLE SYRUP, State of Maine Inspection, Ralph Kimball, Bethel 

April 9 

The Androscoggin River will have to be cleaned up by 1973; the deadline was set by the 

Federal Department of Health, Education and Welfare.  Pollution abatement programs must be 

completed by 1973.  Federal jurisdiction is due to the Androscoggin River being an inter-state 

river. Depending on the extent of the work involved in determining the town‟s requirements for 

control of town caused pollution, the selectmen may appoint a committee to continue the work.  

Town Manager 
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Gould‟s production of “Brigadoon” will be presented April 24-25. Considerable interest in the 

production has stirred the Bethel area due to the ambitious undertaking involved in the show. 

Ticket requests have come in from as far away as Aroostook and Sanford. 

A three car collision occurred near the Thurston farm in Mayville which hospitalized four 

persons and demolished two vehicles – cause of the accident was slippery road conditions which 

put one of the cars into a skid and colliding head on with another car. Unable to stop, a following 

car struck the vehicles broadside. 

Philip Chadbourne, Theodore Chadbourne, William Kendall and Richard Waldron attended 

the Northeast Loggers Congress in Utica, NY. 

 

In North Bethel, Bob and Jane Grover were selling raw milk by the gallon to customers who 

came to the farm.  For decades area farmers had sold surplus milk to those who stopped at their 

farm.  However, in 1964 selling milk by the gallon at deep discount prices was in contrast to the 

traditional milk marketing of that era.  It also skirted the Maine Milk Commission price setting 

regulations that were intended to level the playing field for the milk market and protect small 

dairies from the price wars that had forced many small dairies out of business.  Cumberland 

Farms stores had come to Maine in the 1950s posing a similar threat to the traditional ways of 

dairy marketing.  Cumberland Farms signaled the beginning of the end of home delivery of milk. 

April 16 

The Bethel Fire Station Committee has recommended Main Street (as opposed to Gould 

garages or Cross Street) as the location for a new fire station. A committee to prepare plans and 

specifications was appointed; it members are Frank Lowell, Harold Rolfe, Stanley Davis and 

George Olson. Proposed building is 50 by 70 feet with an A type roof, concrete block 

construction with concrete foundation.  

A fire at the Stowell-McGregor Inc. wood turning mill in Dixfield caused damage estimated at 

$15,000 to $20,000. 

Charles Akers of Andover was guest speaker at final meeting of the Sunday River Ski Club.  

Mr. Akers was a member of the Biathlon team which participated in the 1964 Winter Olympic 
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Games at Innsbruck, Austria. Officers for the coming year were elected: Addison Saunders, 

president; John Trinward, vice president; Alzena Sargent, secretary and Richard Bryant, 

treasurer. 

April 23 

A designer‟s sketch of a building to be constructed on the site of the present fire station as 

originally proposed was carried in this edition of the Citizen.  The sketch showed a four bay fire 

station and a wing for the community room.  The town purchased the apartments from the 

Chapman Estate in 1961 for $5,000 with the apparent intention of razing the entire structure for 

the construction of a new fire station.  

 

Sketch of proposed new building – April 23, 1964 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Douglass and children of York were week end guests of his father, Fred 

Douglass. 

Bethel‟s newest business opens Saturday – Harvey‟s Drive-In a most modern and up to date 

eating place will officially open this week end in a recently completed cinder block building just 

east of West Bethel. Walter Grover constructed the building. Owners are Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 

Sweetser. The original Harvey‟s Restaurant on Main Street was destroyed by fire March 26, 

1963. 

April 30 

The New Yorker motel, restaurant and coffee shop will open Friday, May 1 with a completely 

new menu. During May, The New Yorker will serve during the hours of 1-9 on weekdays and 

12-4 on Sundays.   

Arlan Jodrey has a lawn mower sharpening service for new and used mowers at his place on 

Vernon Street.  
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Claus Weise owner of the Norseman Inn was taken to Rumford Community Hospital after he 

had been injured when thrown from his car; he was traveling on the Androscoggin River bridge 

and his car struck a bridge rail at an angle according to police. 

Blood typing clinics are scheduled for May 1 in Bethel at the Legion Room, May 5 at Ekco 

Products, Locke Mills and May 7 at Stowell‟s Mill, Bryant Pond. 

May 7 

Two representatives of the Maine Aeronautics Commission were in Bethel last week to 

inspect the airport.  The inspection showed that the airport met all the specifications of a 

commercial airport. The Commercial Airport License has been received. The airport has a 2500 

feet graded strip that is 100 feet wide.  Town Manager Michael Houlihan 

Maine‟s Conservation School at Bryant Pond will open for its eighth season on May 11 

according to an announcement by the Fish and Game Department. The school has been 

instructing teachers and will now teach undergraduates as well. 

The Chamber of Commerce reports that two information bureaus will be set up for operation 

this summer covering both Routes 2 and 26 and appealing to both American and Canadian 

tourists. 

The G. E. Mason Agency purchased a West Paris business adding Travelers to the Mason 

insurance underwriters. 

May 14 

New school superintendent named: School Union 22 has elected Floyd O. Mathews as 

Superintendent of Schools for the six towns in the union.  Mr. Mathews will assume his new 

responsibilities July 1, 1964. The superintendent‟s office is at Crescent Park School, Bethel. This 

announcement was made by Lester Bickford, chairman of the joint committee. Mr. Mathews is 

presently superintendent of school Union 114 composed of towns of Crystal, Dyer Brook, Island 

Falls, Merrill, Moro Plantation, Oakfield and Smyrna; previously he was Assistant 

Superintendent in Bar Harbor Schools. The Mathews family plan to make their home in Bethel 

early this summer. 

Van Tel. & Tel. Co. has purchased the Elm Street property of Mrs. Eugene Van Den 

Kerckhoven. The building which was built 1923 by Alphonse Van Den Kerckhoven has served 

as the telephone central office and business office. 

Reconstruction and landscaping project at West Parish Church 

This week work began on constructing a new cedar porch at the front of the church and a 

terraced flagstone series of steps from the street to the entrance. Steps will have short risers and 

gradual levels for the convenience of elderly people. A new blacktop walk from the front porch 
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to the Chapel entrance is part of this project. The corner between the church and the chapel will 

be newly landscaped with appropriate trees and scrubs.  

The project is a gift of appreciation from the William Bingham estate in fulfillment of a wish 

of his when he attended the West Parish Church. It is expected that the project will be completed 

for Baccalaureate Sunday, June 7
th

.  

Property with junked cars must be cleaned up. Anyone who fails to clean up junked cars will 

be getting a visit from the Town Manager and a constable or the deputy sheriff.  There is all 

kinds of room at the town dump for junked cars and people will have a much better impression 

of the town if the junked cars are out of sight. 

The town manager‟s column reported that assessors have hired Appraisal Associates to 

revalue commercial, mercantile and professional property. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph McKenna have added a Bengal tigress cub to the Wild Animal Farm at 

Rumford. The cub came from Lincoln Park Zoo, Chicago, IL; she was born May 1 and weighed 

12 pounds. 

The Bethel Inn Golf Club and Beach Club announced that season memberships were available 

– Golf individual membership: $35, family membership, $60, Beach Club individual, $10, and 

family, $25.  

Joe Shimamura is the attendant at Bob Lowe‟s Store. 

MAY 21 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Hastings of East Bethel have been announced as co-chairman for the 

Mollyockett Day Bazaar for 1964 to be held on August 1
st
.  The event is sponsored by the Bethel 

Health and Service Council. 

“Peter Pan” will be presented by the Children‟s Dance Theater in Bingham Hall on May 23
rd

.  

Mrs. Susan Farrar will direct and choreograph the performance. 

State Trooper William G. Bickford of Bethel has been transferred to South Paris effective 

June 1, 1964. He has been assigned to Bethel since 1958. The new State Trooper assigned to the 

Bethel area is Victor Greenleaf of Hallowell. Mr. and Mrs. Greenleaf and two children plan to 

make their home in Bethel. 

Oxford County has been termed a rabies epidemic area. All cats, dogs and pets must be 

vaccinated. It is now present in Maine in the fox, skunk and raccoon population. 
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New business in Bethel:  Western Maine Supply 

Co. announced that they are open for business to 

serve the contractor and individual customer in their 

building needs from their Summer Street store. The 

company has leased the building used by John 

Harrington as the Bethel Feed and Grain Co for 

many years from Esther Tyler. Frank Lowell is 

president of the company; Donald Martin is vice 

president and general manager.  

Photo of building on Summer Street leased by Western Maine Supply Co in 1964 

Besides a full line of building needs, carpenter shop work is also available with 6,000 square 

feet of floor space. This building was moved to its present location in 1932; it was formerly part 

of Fritz Tyler‟s corn shop located in the vicinity of what is now the Davis planer mill on Cross 

Street. 

May 28 

Memorial Day: Graves of the American war dead in Bethel cemeteries and those of some of 

the neighboring towns have been decorated with American flags by members of the Mundt-Allen 

Post No. 81, American Legion.  Twenty four bronze grave markers were placed on graves at 

Riverside Cemetery. More graves will be marked each year until all graves are located and 

identified. 

The Memorial Day Program begins with assembly at the Mundt-Allen Post No. 81 at 10:00 

AM. 

Program at the Monument: Invocation by Rev. Donald Hess 

March – Gould Academy Band – “On Parade” 

Essay – “A New Americanism” Richard W. Jacobs, G. A. „64 

March – Bethel Village School Band – “The Challenger” 

Address – Father Robert E. Lee, Rumford, Major, Chaplain Corps, ANG 

Salute to the Dead – Volley with Taps and Echo 

America – Bethel Village School Band 

Star Spangled Banner – Gould Academy Band 

Benediction – Rev. Clifford Laws 

 Arnol Brown 

Master of Ceremonies 

 

Business news:  A.R. MASON & SONS, Flower and Vegetable Seedlings, Potted Plants, 

Phone 836-2417; 836 2413 Also at Dunn‟s Market Bethel and Leach‟s IGA Locke Mills 
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June 4 

 

Chamber members are guests at Andover satellite earth station Greater Bethel Chamber 

of Commerce members were guests of the Bell Telephone Systems‟ Earth Station for Telstar 

experiments at Andover. Director of the project, Burdick Pierce invited the group for a steak 

cookout.  Roland Glines, Dr. James Hudson, Wilfred (Pete) Baker and Lewis Sargent made up a 

chamber committee responsible for arrangements. Following the supper, the group was taken on 

a complete tour of the project by the host.  Mr. Pierce provided a more detailed tour than those 

given the general public.  

The Oxford County Republican Committee met at South Paris: Fred B Hanscom, a prominent 

Rumford attorney, was elected Chairman; Leland Brown, Bethel, Vice Chairman; Mrs. Dolly 

Chick, Norway, Woman Vice Chairman; Mrs. Louise Lincoln, Bethel, Secretary-Treasurer. 

June 11 

Gould Academy reports on enrollment pressure and future concerns: On June 8, 1964, 

the academy trustees issued a statement concerning the academy‟s future and concerns which 

arise from increasing student enrollment and revised State Department of Education standards 

relating to vocational training. Gould faces the possibility of loss of accreditation if it does not 

provide vocational training on a far broader scale than it is equipped to provide.   

In academic years 1962 and 1963 the academy was forced to limit enrollment to qualified 

students from School Union 22 towns only. At the same time the cost to the town of a Gould 

education has been steadily increasing and neither the local schools nor the Academy is able to 

qualify for substantial state aid benefits which might be available under other arrangements. 

The Academy trustees will continue studying and consulting closely with the local schools, 

towns and the State so that an outcome can be reached that is in the best interests of Gould and 

the town of Bethel. 

Town Manger reports developments in the plans for a new fire station:  Initially the 

selectmen were asked to call a special town meeting to see if the town wanted to build a new fire 

station on lower Main Street. The proposal has brought very little favorable response. So no date 

for a special town meeting has been set.  

Another proposal was made for constructing a multi purpose building on the location of the 

present building. It would contain a fire station, community room and town offices.  This 

proposal was quite well received by a lot of people but it has not been correlated with the 

operational needs of the town and the financial demand made by other projects. 

Driver education program to start June 22:  In Bethel all pupils registered for the program 

will meet at Crescent Park School and will be divided into two groups for the five week training 
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period. Thirty hours of class work and six hours of road instruction is required to a certificate. 

The driver education car is a Plymouth equipped with dual controls. It is on loan from Aldrich 

Motor Co of South Paris. The instructor is a teacher at Washburn High School, Washburn, 

Maine.  The local program is operated under West Paris High School for Bethel and West Paris. 

June 18 

NTL opens two programs at Bethel this week: National Training Laboratories of the 

National Education Association, Washington, DC, opened it series of summer laboratory 

sessions  this week. Two programs which will run in Bethel from June 14 to June 26 are the Fifth 

Annual Training Program in Higher Education and the Eighteenth Annual Summer Laboratories 

in Human Relations Training. 

The 106 participants at the Program in Higher Education are present as members of teams 

from over 25 colleges and universities in the United States and Canada, including Alma College, 

Antioch College, College of Education of New York State University (Buffalo), University of 

Cincinnati, City College of New York, Columbia, Cornell, Duke, Earlham Hunter, University of 

Kentucky, University of Maine, McGill (Montreal), University of Michigan, Middlebury to same 

some of the institutions. 

Swimming classes scheduled to start June 29: Martha Keniston is at Aquatic School at 

Brookline, N. H. and she will return to supervise the program. 

Grafton state park plans:  Lawrence Stuart, director of State Parks, was in Grafton Sunday 

to discuss provisions for camp owners in the designated park area between the Newry-Grafton 

town line and Screw Auger Falls to stay there.  

Bryant’s IGA store moved to new building:  June 24
th

 the Bryants will open for business in 

their new store building located on the lot previously occupied by Harvey‟s Restaurant (formerly 

Bethel Restaurant).  

June 25  

Bryant’s new IGA store opened Wednesday: Eighty eight years after the business started by 

Chauncey Bryant with a horse drawn meat cart Bryant‟s IGA Food Store opened at its new 

location on Main Street Wednesday morning. Bryant‟s Market on the corner of Main and 

Mechanic Streets closed last Saturday, after many years in the same location. The store was 

established in that location sometime after 1876. Founded by Chauncey Bryant in 1876, 

successive proprietors of the business have been William Bryant, Myron Bryant and Richard 

Bryant. The store became affiliated with Independent Grocer‟s Alliance in 1929. 

Woodland fire in Sunday River:  On Tuesday afternoon woodland owned by Burton Newton 

of West Bethel was discovered on fire in the Merrill Hill area.  Newry, Bethel and State Forestry 

Department men fought the fire which was once thought to be under control but it broke out 
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again and burned on the mountain toward Letter S and Riley Plantation.  Two bulldozers owned 

by Newton and one owned by the State Forestry were brought in along with tank trucks of water. 

The woods area is extremely dry and the fire area will be patrolled for several days. 

July 2 

The Covered Wagon light food eatery opened with offerings of Pizzas, Italian Sandwiched, 

Cold Drinks and Coffee at Godwin‟s on Route 2 in Mayville. 

The Red Lantern on Route 2 to West Bethel will open Friday July 3.  The Red Lantern will 

offer milk shakes, frappes, sundaes, banana splits, pizzas, Italian sandwiches and cold drinks or 

coffee. 

 

On the left the Red Lantern just west of Skillingston and operated by Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 

Merrill; on the right, The Covered Wagon operated by Mrs. Henry (Ferol) Godwin and Mrs. 

Oakley (Barbara) Godwin    Photos Bethel Citizen, July 23, 1964 – microfilm copy courtesy 

Bethel Historical Society. 

On July 6
th

 Sylvia Dunham will open the Petite Beauty Lounge on the road to Mt. Abram in 

Locke Mills. 

In Bethel village the town manager has been reporting on the annual tarring work going on.  

He reported a recent delay in the work due to the spray bar on the tar truck breaking. At the same 

time the water company has been replacing services on Mason Street and the Central Maine 

Power Company was preparing to move poles where necessary. Some trees required removal 

along Mason Street also. 

Dutch Elm Disease is progressing:  Several trees have been taken down, at the P. H. 

Chadbourne property on Broad Street, by the Alder River Bridge, the Mayville Bridge, Bethel 

Common  and the Broad Street area.  
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July 9 

Dutch elm disease concerns mount:  Michael Houlihan, Bethel Town Manager wrote this 

week, “There has bee a lot of talk this past week on the topic of Dutch Elm diseased trees and 

zoning.  The two are related only in the aesthetic value each lends or takes from the town. 

Certain individuals are interested in each of the subjects but it takes more than a few people to 

derive any real benefits from a zoning law (such) as a Dutch elm disease program. 

The elm shade trees that line the Common are a very real asset to the town and the elms along 

Broad Street are also very nice but the time that we can enjoy them is limited if a lot of 

preventive work is not done to stop the elm disease.  … The disease has started on a number of 

trees and they will need to be pruned to remove the dead limbs. … The disease is not new in the 

area but is spreading at a much faster rate that in the past.  Some people are very concerned and I 

am sure you will see a community effort to save as many of the elm trees as possible.” 

Mr. Houlihan continued that the other topic of discussion is zoning and due to past experience 

both pro and con; it may that a thorough study of the zoning regulations with the view toward 

revisions of them should be undertaken with respect to the elm tree situation. 

Maine State Taxpayers Association formed:  The Maine State Taxpayers Assoc. held its 

first board of directors meeting and elected officers.  The meeting of nine members of the board 

was held at the Kennebunkport Inn. After a year of research the association was founded to 

foster, encourage and promote a Non Partisan in and study of business and fiscal agencies of the 

State, County and Municipal government agencies to protect the interests of the taxpayers. 

Dutch Elm Disease Meeting of Interest:  A group of about 20 interested local citizens met at 

the Community Room to listen to a discussion on the local problem of Dutch Elm Disease. John 

Chadwick, Arborist, Division of Entomology, Augusta, was the speaker.  Mr. Chadwick outlined 

the disease‟s characteristics, life cycle and habitat. He outlined measures which must be taken to 

combat it, consisting mainly of establishing a Tree Warden, a control area and the cleaning up 

and prompt disposal of all dead and dying elm trees in the area.  

Mr. Chadwick‟s survey of the village found the number of infected trees to be an alarming 

situation.  

Special Activities : Saturday from 8-11 in the Gould Parking Lot a dance with “Lobster” 

Shorey will be held to benefit the Bethel Baseball teams. Admission for all ages - 35 cents 

Annual Chicken Barbecue at the Union Church at West Bethel on Saturday  from 5:30 to 

&:00 P. M. Served inside in case of rain – half chicken, potato chips, salad, rolls, pie and coffee 

all for $1.35 

Annual Strawberry Festival at the Congregational Church – Thursday, July 9
th

 from 6 t 9 P M 



The Bethel Journals – Bethel Maine History – A Look at 1964 
 

17 
 

July 16 

Mollyockett Day Plans move ahead:  The big day is August 1
st
.  Mrs. Mary Schein is 

arranging children‟s event who is chairman of the pet show.  Louis Sargent will run the fishing 

derby.  Mr. and Mrs. John Lohman, co-directors of the NTL day camp are planning field events. 

Mrs. Dana Douglass has charge of the Papoose Reservation.  Ernest Blake will offer cart rides 

for the kiddies.  Mr. and Mrs. Ranald Stevens, co-chairmen of the auction, announced that Stuart 

Martin will be auctioneer. Mr. and Mrs. John Greenleaf are co-chairman of the Mollyockett Day 

Parade.  Mrs. E. J. Webster and Mrs. Robert D. Hastings are making arrangements for a new 

craft exhibit.  Mrs. Bruce Bailey and Mrs. O. H. Anderson are organizing the art exhibit with 

Miss Alice Capen offering use of her barn for the exhibit.  

More concern about Dutch Elm Disease: The town manager wrote that he had received a 

letter from Mr. Chadwick of the Maine Forest Service stating he was concerned about the spread 

of dead Elm trees in Bethel.  He urged that some action be taken to remedy the situation.  The 

town manager hopes that a public meeting can be arranged for July 20
th

. 

Hail storm:  A severe hail storm hit the area on Sunday. Some hail stones were still around 

the home of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hall on Monday. Many gardens were ruined by the thunderstorm 

and its accompanying hail storm.  

Mr. and Mrs. Leland Brown, Jeffrey and Karen and Mrs. Hilda Crocker of Portland left to 

spend a week at the New York World‟s Fair.  Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Lord returned from a visit 

with their son, Major Donald Lord and family. Major Lord is stationed at Fort Bliss, Texas. Mr. 

and Mrs. Dexter Stowell, Betsy, Judy and Nancy returned home from a vacation at Lake of Bays, 

Ontario. 

The 100
th

 anniversary of the Rumford Point Congregational Church will be observed on 

August 1 and 2.  Rev. Carl Kingsbury, pastor of the church, will deliver the welcoming address.  

July 23 

Dutch Elm Disease:  The town manager reported that there seemed to be very little interest in 

the removal of elm trees that are dead or dying from Dutch Elm Disease. Only five people had 

contacted the town manager which is a very small number compared to the number of properties 

in town with diseased trees. 

Newry votes to build a new school house:  A new school house to be built on Bear River 

would be 49 by 56 feet with two classrooms, a teachers room and toilet facilities. One class room 

would be the length of the building with a folding partition that would made it possible to make 

two small rooms if deemed necessary. The building would cost $31,000 with $13,385 already 

raised and selectmen were authorized to borrow up to $20,000 on a long term note. It was also 

voted to name the new building Raymond Foster School. 
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County news:  The Robinson Manufacturing Co., Oxford, has been awarded a $520,539 

contract for wool cloth by the Defense Clothing and Textile Supply Agency, Philadelphia, PA. 

July 30  

Proposal for comprehensive plan discussed:  The planning board held a meeting where 

several subjects were discussed but most of the discussed focused on three topics:  regulation of 

mobile homes, the present zoning ordinance and comprehensive planning.   

In May 1963, the Bethel Area Development Corporation heard a talk on comprehensive 

planning from a representative of the James W. Sewall Co. of Old Town.  About a dozen 

interested citizens attended the meeting. Most of those attending seemed to think that a 

comprehensive plan might be needed in Bethel. The Sewall Company then sent a proposal for 

the Bethel Planning Board that listed the items to be covered by the comprehensive plan and the 

cost of the plan to the town. Two copies of the proposal are on file in the Town Office for 

inspection by anyone who is interested. The total cost of the program would be $11,000. The 

cost to the town would be $2,870.00 with the state government paying an equal amount and the 

federal government paying 50% of the total cost.  

The planning board will get more information n the comprehensive plan before their next 

meeting and discuss the advisability of recommending a similar study for Bethel.  

The parade lineup for Mollyockett Day is as follows: 1. Fire Chief McMillin, 2, Constable 

Godwin, 3. American Legion Color Guard, 4. Carol Westleigh, 5. Surrey with the fringe on top, 

driver, Jay Willard Parade Marshall Dr. John Young Miss Mollyockett, 6. Barbara Godwin, 7. 

Gretchen Dock,  8. Bethel Marching Band,  9. Children‟s Marching  Section, 10. Bicycles, Doll 

Carriages and Carts    11. Claire Bachelder riding donkey 

Floats:  Ernest Blake Lumber Mill,  2. Pat Grenier‟s Tydol Station,  3. Bethel Boy Scouts,  4. 

Stan Fox Barber Shop,  5. Bethel Girl Scouts,  6. Bennett‟s Garage Inc.,  7. Western Maine 

Supply Co,   8. Bryant‟s Market  9. Bucky‟s Chevron Station   10. American Legion Aux.,    11. 

Spoon and Hoe 4H Club,   12. Davis Building Supply,    13.  (  not readable from newspaper     )  

14. Bob Lowe‟s Store,  15.  Steve‟s Garage,  16.  Donald Baker,  17. Pete Chapin‟s Shell Station,   

18. Brooks Bros. Inc,  19. Bethel Spa,  20. Gilbert Trading Post,  21.  Bryant Pond,  22.  Carter 

Farm Equipment Company,   23. 619
th

 Transportation Company, USAR,   24. Bethel Fire 

Department 

Parade judges will be Bethel Inn guests and judging will take place in front of the Bethel Inn.  

New business to open at the former Poplar Tavern in North Newry:  El Toro‟s Pizza 

Palace will open August 1
st
, advertising 20 different varieties and dancing nightly. 

August 6 
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Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Davis, Tom, Andy and Susan attended a performance of “The Sound of 

Music” at the Brunswick Playhouse. 

Gould Academy classes of 1910 and 1911 held their class reunions at Ladd‟s Wayside Inn, 

(Mayville) Bethel. 

Start of work on Mason Street was held up by Central Maine Power Company due to delay in 

re-setting power line poles. 

Several people have contacted the town manager about a tree-planting program of some kind 

that might less the impact of losing so many elm trees.  If a local organization was to take on this 

task, the town manager is quite sure the town would assist this organization; otherwise, the town 

might raise some money next year to start a program. 

The Greater Bethel Chamber of Commerce has received its first shipment of the four season 

brochure prepared by the publicity committee. Drs John Trinward and James Hudson were co-

chairs of the committee. The brochure included some of the commercial types of ventures 

operating in the area, a general map of the region, data on Gould Academy and historical 

background. 

August 13 

On August 7, Miss Margaret Joy Tibbetts was sworn in as Ambassador to Norway and 

Secretary of State Dean Rusk attended the ceremony.  Miss Tibbetts will leave for her new post 

in Oslo in mid September. She will succeed Ambassador Clifton Reginald Wharton who is 

retiring. 

This is progress was a caption for a layout of two photos showing the proliferation of 

business signs displayed at the corner of Main and Railroad Streets.  Signs mostly promoted and 

showed  directions to places located in the village on Main Street – not visible to drivers 

following Route 26 on Railroad Street. 

In Rumford, members of the United Papermakers and Paperworkers, AFL-CIO, Local 900, 

Oxford Paper Company, voted 1,258 to 268 in favor of a strike if current contract negotiations 

fail. 

In South Paris, the A. C. Lawrence Leather Co. union workers met Monday to authorize a 

strike unless management agreed to continue negotiations. 

August 20 

Town Manager Michael Houlihan would attend the New England Manager‟s Institute 

Program at Orono on August 17, 18 and 19.  The program included a number of school 

administration and municipal administration sessions.  Bethel would be well represented as 

former resident Frederick W. Kneeland executive secretary of the State Intergovernmental 
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Relations Commission would speak on Wednesday and current Bethel resident Burdick W. 

Pierce would speak at the annual banquet on “Behind the Scenes at Telstar”. 

Promotions made at Hanover Dowel Co:  Hanover Dowel has enlarged its facilities with the 

addition of a new enamel shop and 

dry kiln which will increase 

employment.  Edward Robertson 

has been promoted to the position 

of plant supervisor. Mr. Robertson 

is a University of Maine graduate 

with a degree in mechanical 

engineering. Mr. Robertson has 

worked for Hanover Dowel for 

several years before which he was 

with the Great Northern Paper Co.  

Donald Walker who is a long time 

employee of the company has been 

promoted to office manager.  Photo 

of the Hanover Dowel Co mill on Cross Street is a 1962 image. 

Union 22 Schools: Superintendent Floyd Mathews announced that Union 22 schools would 

begin classes on September 9, 1964. However, Mr. Mathews, who recently was accepted as 

Superintendent of Schools for Union 22 has resigned to accept an offer from School Union 98, 

which is comprised of schools in the Bar Harbor-Mt. Desert Island area.  His Union 22 salary 

was $9,500 per year and the offer from Union 98 was $11,000 per year. Lester Bickford, 

Chairman of the Union 22 board reported that there are four superintendent vacancies existing in 

the state and there is a condition of wage completion to fill them as well as vacancies for 

principals and teachers.  The State Department of Education should discourage superintendents 

and teachers from breaking their annual contracts once signed and accepted.   

This is progress:   Commercial signs at the intersection of Main and Railroad Streets were 

brought to the Citizen readers‟ attention with photographs and written criticism of the fact that 

after four years the signs are still in place – distracting drivers was just one of the reasons given 

to remove them. “Now, at a corner no less busy than it was four years ago, they are presented six 

commercial signs to read as well as various highway information signs.” 
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Bethel Inn, Sudbury Inn, Thunderbird Inn, The New Yorker Motel, Harvey‟s Restaurant and 

Bosserman‟s Drugs were signs up in 1964 in the above photo.  

The Red Lantern advertised new specials of Milk Shake and Hamburger for 60 cents and 2 

Hotdogs and Lemon Blend for 50 cents. 

El Toro‟s Pizza Palace (at the former Poplar Tavern) announced a change in its hours being 

open 7 nights a week but closed days; sandwiches and pizza to choose from plus DANCING . 

The West Bethel Union Church announced its Annual Lobster Supper for Saturday August 22. 

Price $1.35. 

August 27 

Evergreen Valley:  An all-season golf and ski area is planned for Stoneham.  The 

announcement was made by John Flynn, Sales and Promotion Director of Evergreen Valley, Inc. 

with headquarters in North Lovell.  The planned development will be in West Stoneham near 

North Lovell in the area known as Evergreen Valley that includes Adams Mountain and adjacent 

territory.  The ski slopes on Adams Mountain will be inside the White Mountain National Forest 

where they will be under government protection and supervision.  Present plans call for the ski 

slopes to be in operation by December 1965. 

Sel Hannah, Sno.Engineering, is one of the ski contractors signed up to design and supervise 

construction of the slopes.   (Mr. Hannah is the man who gave Murray Thurston a first appraisal 

of Barker Mountain in Newry concerning feasible locations for ski trails.) 
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New Gould Academy faculty:  Julian R. Thompson will be Director of Studies and Student 

Activities. Charles Chakoumakos will be head of the Gould Science Department replacing 

Theodore Emery who retired in June.  (Information on the third new faculty member will be 

obtained later.) 

Hastings nomination:  Henry H. Hastings, Bethel attorney, has been nominated by Gov. 

Reed as associate judge of the Norway Municipal Court succeeding Rupert Aldrich of Norway 

who resigned. 

Operations at the Oxford Paper Co. Mill, Rumford, shut down Saturday. The company‟s 2300 

production and maintenance workers are on strike. 

At Bryant Pond the Lewis M. Mann Co. entertained 160 employees, wives and husbands at 

the annual picnic served in the Grange Hall. 

Mrs. Katherine Adams of Thompsonville, Conn., is a guest of her sister Mrs. Ruth Dorion. 

August 27 Advertising 

Top Hat  -- Rock & Roll Every Saturday Night, Silvertone Orchestra, admission 75 cents, Rt 

2, Hanover 

Special – Let us measure your windows now  -  Triple track aluminum combination windows 

– call Western Maine Supply Co.   Summer Street, Bethel, Maine or call Don Martin – Bridgton 

 

 

Riverside Farms was the traditional dairy dealer in Bethel in 1964.  At the time it was the only 

surviving local dairy to make home and store deliveries.  Begun by Edward E. Bennett in 1917, it 

was operated by Evelyn C. Bennett after her husband Harold had passed away in 1961. In 1941 

Edward Bennett had installed a pasteurizer; Riverside Farms was the only local dairy to 

pasteurize milk.  In 1964, Mrs. Bennett did not operate a milk processing plant but had this done 

by Breau‟s Dairy in Rumford.  

September 3 
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Margaret Joy Tibbetts will return to Washington, D. C., after a vacation in Bethel. She will be 

in the capital city and New York until the middle of September when she will sail for Oslo, 

Norway, to assume the duties of U. S. Ambassador in that country. 

The Greater Bethel Chamber of Commerce presented Miss Margaret Joy Tibbetts a special 

Certificate of Merit for her recent achievements in the field of government, the appointment as 

United States Ambassador to Norway. 

The Robert Keniston family has returned to their Chapman Street home after spending the 

summer at Littlefield‟s Beach, South Pond. 

Mrs. F.B. Freeman and sons, Barrie and Jim, have returned to Ithaca, N. Y., after a week‟s 

visit with Mrs. R. R. Tibbetts. 

Town Manager Houlihan reports that the reconstruction of Mason Street is moving along at a 

good rate.  Manholes and catch basins have been reconstructed and the street should have a 

smoother grade. The slight curve that was in the middle of the street has been removed so that 

the street is now straight. 

Gilead fire destroyed chicken house:  More than 21,000 chickens were lost at the farm of 

Leo Witter, Gilead that started in the early morning of August 28
th

.  

September 10 

Douglas Bane left Wednesday to attend the School of Practical Art in Boston. 

Capt. Donald G. Bennett arrived in South Vietnam August 27
th

. He is on a year‟s assignment 

as assistant intelligence advisor to the 9
th

 Division in Sadec which is southwest of Saigon. He 

graduated from the Defense Language Institute in Monterey, Calif., where he studied the 

Vietnamese language. 

Paine confirmed as Bethel Postmaster:  Earlon Paine of Bethel is one of two to receive 

postmaster appointments in Maine, so confirmed by voice vote in Senate. 

Town Manager Houlihan reported that about 15 people took the time to indicate an interest in 

the elm trees in Bethel. I am sure many more people are interested in the shade trees in town.  I 

feel sure that the interested people will see that extra money is raised next year for the care of our 

elm trees and they will attempt to get civic organizations to participate in planting programs. 

Child pedestrian safety emphasized as schools reopen:  A general announcement by the 

Maine State Police was broadcast to emphasize the importance of child pedestrian safety. 

Eypper to study in Lebanon:  Charles Eypper sailed Wednesday from New York on the S. S. 

Independence for Beirut, Lebanon where he is enrolled for graduate study in the American 

University for the next two years.  Mr. Eypper received his Bachelor of Arts degree and was 
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commissioned a second lieutenant in the U. S. Army Reserve from Texas Christian University in 

Fort Worth, Texas. 

Gould Starts Year – 351 enrolled:  Freshmen, 74; Sophomores, 77; Juniors, 106; and Seniors, 

94 

September 17 

Murray Thurston, Philip Chadbourne, James Hutchins, Richard Waldron and William Kendall 

are enrolled in the Dale Carnegie course being conducted for the next fourteen weeks at the 

Mexico town hall.  

Benches have appeared for use by the public on the Common and next to the Casco Bank 

through the courtesy of Mark Cymrot and Mrs. Addison C. Saunders. 

Kent Taylor has achieved Dean‟s list standing for his academic work during the last half of 

the 1963-64 school year. 

Avery Angevine has accepted a position at the P. H. Chadbourne Co.  

The Bethel Players opened their second season with a meeting at the home of Barbara Bryant. 

The group voted to serve as sponsors for the Bethel Teen Council. 

September 24 

Meeting to discuss secondary education in Union 22:  Dr. Francis Parkman met with 

interested persons and School Union 22 members at Crescent Park School to discuss Union 22 

secondary education. Dr. Parkman is Consultant for the Gould Academy Trustees Committee 

which is studying the future role of Gould Academy in the community. 

Apparent need of zoning changes hinted at planning meeting:  The planning board 

expressed a need to update zoning ordinances and anticipate future needs. The board plans to 

meet monthly or more often if required prior to the 1965 town meeting. Airing problems and 

drafting proposals to discuss at public hearings will be some of the steps the board plans to take 

in preparation of warrant articles for the town meeting. Charles Heywood was instructed to 

examine minutes of special and regular town meetings to ascertain the amendments made to the 

original approved ordinance.  Variances granted by the Zoning Appeals Board will also be 

studied for their possible impact on the original ordinance. 

Building addition at Hanover Dowel nears completion:  The new enamel and lacquering 

room on which construction started July 6 at the Hanover Dowel mill will be ready to go into 

operation within a month. It is a cinder block building measuring 40 by 60 feet. The construction 

is being done by a crew in the charge of Edward Haines. 
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Mrs. Rodney Eames has been engaged as secretary-clerk in the Town Manager‟s office in the 

place of Mrs. Phyllis Blake who is resigning that position.  

The Thunderbird Motel closed for the winter months. 

Dr. Milan A. Chapin of Auburn, a native of Bethel, and trustee of Gould Academy was named 

president of the Maine Heart Association. 

The town manager and two selectmen went to Augusta to discuss the value of the town that is 

determined by the State Bureau of Taxation. The town‟s value will probably be increased by 

$200,000 to a total town value of $3,950,000.  This figure is used mainly to determine subsidies 

and apportionment of the town‟s share of the county tax.  

October 1 

Political orientation programs at Gould:  Designed to acquaint students with the major 

political parties Gould will hold a guest speaker program in Bingham Auditorium beginning with 

David Nichols of Lincolnville.  Mr. Nichols is the New England coordinator of the Republican 

Party. 

Bethel Inn hosts Maine hotel owners:  The Annual Fall Pilgrimage of the Maine Hotel and 

Motel Association will gather at the Bethel Inn for its traditional get together. The group will be 

here October 4, 5 and 6.  Guy P. Butler was Bethel Inn owner. 

Bethel PTA officers for 1964:  President, Frank Vogt, Vice President, Stan Davis, Secretary, 

Jean Kailey and Treasurer, Gail Scribner.  Membership committee members were Francis Berry, 

Helen Berry, Kitty Fox, and Stan Fox.  

Senator Edmund Muskie will be in Bethel Oct 6 on a campaign tour of Oxford County.  He 

will tour the Hanover Dowell Co. mill. 

The Maine Federation of Women‟s Clubs met at the Madison Restaurant in East Rumford.  

Elm Street news:  The Andrews home which was moved to Elm Street some 34 years ago 

(circa 1930) has been taken down. Purchased by Gould Academy from Hugh Thurston a quarter 

century ago (1939) it had been successively the home of Wilbur Myers and family and Herbert 

Nickerson and family of the Academy staff. The lot has been graded and is now part of the 

Academy‟s extensive lawns. 
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Photo of the house described above copied from the Eva Bean collection of Gould Academy 

building photos now (2011) held by the Bethel Historical Society.   

October 8 

Senator Ed Muskie autographed pictures for school children after speaking to a fair sized 

crows at the Bryant store parking lot Tuesday afternoon. 

The Oxford Paper Co. called in some workers following a month long strike Charles Ferguson 

mill manager reported. 

Elmer E. Bennett is a patient at New England Center Hospital in Boston. 

Herbert Lyon, Lyon Orchard, was advertising McIntosh and Cortland apples, special gift 

packs and fresh sweet cider. 

A stable, shed and lambs belonging to George Westleigh, Jr. of South Bethel were lost in a 

night-time fire.  The dwelling are of the house was saved; volunteers and firemen removed the 

household furnishings. 

October 15 

Horace P. Maxey was selected as a new Superintendent of Schools for Union 22. Mr. Maxey 

began work on October 11. His office is located at the Crescent Park School. The new 

superintendent received an AB degree in Economics and History from Colby College and his 

Masters in Education Administration from the University of Maine. He was Superintendent of 

Schools in Union 15 for eight years. 

Newton & Tebbets expanding plant in West Bethel:  The structure of a new saw is up and the 

foundation for a new dry kiln has been completed.  The expansion plan will see three new 

buildings in all to be used for production and storage. 
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October 22 

Newry is ready to start construction of its new school on land purchased from Mrs. Bessie 

Learned. The well has been drilled. Bids on construction are being received and the contract will 

be awarded next week.  

John Greenleaf has been appointed Bethel‟s new Director of Civil Defense and Public Safety 

replacing Steve Jacobs. 

The planning board met with the town manager and discussed zoning mobile homes and 

signs. Board member Charles Heywood gave an update on his findings related to updating the 

zoning ordinances and the building code. 

Public hearings on proposed classifications on the Androscoggin and Penobscot Rivers will be 

held next month. The Androscoggin River‟s interstate tributaries will be considered in a hearing 

set for November 16 in the Bethel selectmen‟s office. The hearing schedules were set by the 

Natural Resource Council of Maine.  

October 29 

Dr. John Young has moved his practice to the new office at the rear of his home on Broad 

Street. 

Robert D Hastings, Bethel, and Philip Andrews, Fryeburg, are Oxford County chairmen for 

the candidacy of Clifford McIntire, Republican, for the U. S. Senate. 

P. H. Chadbourne Co. of Bethel was awarded a road construction contract for work at 

Phippsburg. 

November 5 

Citizen Headline:  Johnson Takes Town, County, State and Nation; Demos Nearly Sweep 

Oxford Co. 

The electoral vote for President Lyndon Johnson was 486-52; he became the first Democrat to 

take Maine‟s electoral vote since Woodrow Wilson in 1912. Bethel gave LBJ a vote of 721 to 

369 for Goldwater.  Senator Edmund Muskie easily won re-election over Clifford McIntire.  

Bethel‟s voting took place in the Community Room; 21 Bethel voters were unintentionally given 

outdated ballots. 

Ernest E. Luxton died Nov 3, 1964 at a nursing home in West Paris; he was born Kempt, N. S. 

April 6, 1877 son of George and Penelope Luxton.  He is survived by a son George of West 

Bethel. In the 1940‟s Mr. Luxton was a milk peddler in Bethel. He was buried at Pine Grove 

Cemetery in West Bethel. 
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Pollution abatement:  A representative of the Consulting Engineering firm of Camp, Dresser 

and McKee was due in Bethel on November 12 to talk with the selectmen regarding the pollution 

problem. The town and selectmen must select a firm to do the preliminary planning for a sewage 

treatment facility.  It is expected that the selectmen will talk with three or four more firms before 

choosing one to do the work.  An article in the 1965 town meeting warrant will be to see if the 

town will allow the selectmen to hire a consulting firm to make the preliminary study. The town 

has about eight years (by 1973) in which to complete a treatment facility and remove all town 

sewage from the Androscoggin River.  

Harold Stanley celebrated his 76
th

 birthday Sunday. Guests included Frances Carter, Mrs. 

Daisy Bryant, Alice Capen, Mr. and Mrs. Ranald Stevens and Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Howe. 

On November 28, the Bethel Players will hold a costumed harvest ball, cabaret style, with 

orchestra. Bettyann Hastings, Margaret Trinward, Emily Saunders and Rosabelle Tifft with 

others will meet at the home of Mrs. Hastings who is chairman of the dance committee. The 

event will be held at the William Bingham Gymnasium.  Lloyd Rafnell and his orchestra have 

been engaged to provide music for the evening. 

November 12 

Status quo maintained as result of Nov 3 liquor referendum:  (1) State Liquor Store, Yes 783, 

No 164 (2) Wine and spirits to be consumed on the premises, Yes 706 No 233  (2A)  Wines and 

spirits to be consumed on premises of Class A restaurants  Yes 646 No 263  (3) Malt liquor in 

restaurants, hotels and clubs Yes 637 No 291 (4) Malt liquor to be consumed on premises of 

taverns Yes 361 No 550 and (5) Malt liquor to be taken out  Yes 730 No 197 

 

 

School building (former South Bethel School near the P. H. Chadbourne mill) for sale on the 

south side of Route 26 between Bethel and Locke Mills  

Health Council to sponsor diabetes detection program:  The Bethel Health and Service 

Council is making arrangements to allow every Bethel school child an opportunity to participate 

in a screening program to detect any possible cases of the disease among these boys and girls. 

The screening procedure is expected to start at Crescent Park School. The process will involve 
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parents collecting urine samples from 1 ½ to 2 hours after a regular supper meal.   Students will 

be given labeled specimen bottles and complete instructions wrapped in paper bags to be taken 

home. Mrs. Dexter Stowell is the program‟s spokes person. 

Horace P. Maxey the newly appointed Superintendent of Schools and his wife the former Eva 

Hunt of Rockland are living in their new home on Bridge Street which they purchased from E. 

G. Blake and Frank Lowell. 

December 3 

Mayville chicken house destroyed by fire:  Loss was estimated at $13,000 in a fire that 

leveled a chicken house owned by Reginald Godwin in Mayville. A total of 13,000 four week 

old broilers were lost in the flames.  The three story hen house had been saved in 1962 when a 

fire destroyed an adjacent stable. 

Bethel native promoted by International Paper Co.:  Earl S. 

Williamson was named Assistant to the Director of Purchases of 

International Paper Company.  Mr. Williamson is a Chemical 

Engineering graduate of the University of Maine. He joined 

International Paper in 1948 as a manufacturing apprentice at the 

company‟s Otis Mill in Chisholm. Three years later he was 

promoted to Night Groundwood Superintendent. In 1954 Mr. 

Williamson transferred to the company‟s New York Office as a 

buyer in the Northern Division Purchasing Department, a position 

he held until his present appointment.  

Mr. Williamson is a graduate of Gould Academy. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl 

Williamson of Newry and lives with his family in New City, New York. 

The Ski Maine Association met in Bethel:  The Ski Maine Association held a joint meeting 

with the Maine Ski Council at the Sudbury Inn.  Ski Maine Assoc. officers were elected at the 

meeting.  Murray Thurston, Norman Greig and Uel Gardner of Bethel were elected to the Board 

of Directors.  

First Living Nativity – Christmas 1964 

Bethel‟s first Living Nativity Scene will be held on the Bethel Common Sunday December 

20, 1964.  The pageant was 30 minutes long and presented three times at 4:30, 5:30 and 6:30 

PM. 

Mrs. Charles (Sue) Farrar was general chairman of the event. 

Those in the cast included Robert Keniston who gave a running commentary; bell ringers 

were Mike Tibbetts, Mike Chretien, Lincoln Fiske Jr., Seth Timberlake, Peter Kailey and Steve 
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Hastings. Other participants were Margaret Fiske, Greg Glines, Carolyn Fiske, James Fiske, 

Lawrence Davis, Roland Glines, James Lowe, Daniel Vogt, Claire Bachelder, Merton Brown, 

Timothy Hutchins, James Davis, Warren Tibbets, Allen Walker, Randy Chretien, Roger Buck, 

Jack Brooks, David Thurston, Larry Jacobs, Peter Burgess, Richard Waldron, William Eames, ( ) 

and Douglas Farrar. 

Mrs. George (Faye) Taylor and her son Bruce have created life sized hand painted nativity 

family figures which will be placed in the stable for the remainder of the season after the 

pageant. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Fiske invited the cast and their families to The New Yorker for supper.  

December 3:  Mrs. Roland Glines is in charge of the costume committee.  The Boy Scouts 

under the supervision of Ernest Perkins and Stanley Davis are designing the manger and stable. 

Crescent Park School children under the guidance of Principal (Ralph) Ryder and Helen 

Varner are making the stars that will be placed on all roads leading into Bethel to direct all 

interested visitors to The Manger. 

Claus Weise, program director of WMTW TV has expressed interest in televising the 

pageant (to be shown) on Christmas Eve.   

Blake McKay and Fred McMillin are in charge of lighting while Paul Pierce has the 

responsibility for special lighting effects. 

An SOS was put out for a black sheep.  Contact Bruce Bailey.  

A live Nativity presentation has never been attempted in this area and could well become an 

annual event during the Christmas season, 

On Christmas Eve, December 24
th

, a film of The Living Nativity Scene will be presented on 

Channel 8, Mt. Washington TV, at 5:30 PM and midnight. 

Girl Scouts served hot chocolate and coffee to the cast in the Community Room between 

showings. 

Sunday, December 20
th

, Bethel‟s first Living Nativity Scene, was memorably presented on 

the Bethel Common was a tremendous success, being viewed by an estimated crowd of 1,000 

people. All Bethel churches participated and the success of this impressive pageant can be 

attributed to the support of all Bethel people. Church bells rang for ten minutes signaling the start 

of each of the three presentations.  

(More information to be added later) 

December 17 
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New Headquarters for Evans Notch Ranger District: New headquarters for the Evans 

Notch Ranger District, White Mountain National Forest, have been recently constructed in 

Bethel. The change of district headquarters from rented office space in Norway to the new 

administrative site is planned for on or about January 1. The facilities include a 26 x 50 foot 

office building and 7 stall garage-workshop. 

The Evans Notch District was set up in 1946 with headquarters at South Paris. Since 1951 the 

District has rented quarters in Norway. 

The buildings in Bethel are on land purchased from Maurice and Rebecca Kendall. 

 

Photo of the new Ranger Station buildings circa 1982 

December 24 

Two hundred or more well wishers stopped and inspected the new Sunday River Inn during its 

open house last Sunday.  The owners of this new enterprise are Mr. and Mrs. Edward Daye and 

Mr. and Mrs. Bryce Yates. The inn will be open summer and winter to accommodate sports 

enthusiasts.  It lies on the access road to the Sunday River Ski Area.  Sleeping space can 

accommodate 70 persons and the dining room where meals are served family style can easily 

seat thirty. The large lounge area offers comfortable chairs, a stereo phonograph and features a 

huge 8 foot fireplace. The inn is open year round for skiers, hunters, and fisherman. 
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Photograph appeared in the December 24, 1964 edition of the Bethel Citizen. The image you 

see here was photographed from a microfilm of the Citizen, property of the Bethel Historical 

Society.  


