
 

 

 

  1835-
1903 

Donald Bennett 

The Bethel Journals 

3/20/2017 

 

Gould Academy 

When Maine became a state in 1820, 

236 towns had elementary schools 

supported by public taxation. Also, 

there were 25 academies with its 

boundaries. 
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Gould Academy’s Early History:  1835-1903 

Bethel Academy which became Gould’s Academy grew out the needs to 

overcome the limits on local schooling which Bethel’s district system placed on 

the town’s school population. 

After Bethel’s incorporation as a town in 1796, a district school organization 

(schools built to serve clusters of settlers) was begun: town meetings approved 

requests for districts and an agent was appointed (hired) to manage that district’s 

school. District schools did not include high school grades.  Town meetings also 

approved funding for the school houses.  At the 1798 town meeting the school 

committee was instructed to divide the town into school districts. Teachers were 

hired by school districts or their agents. 

In 1835 thirteen citizens of Bethel who supported 

the creation of a town high school opened the first 

high school in Bethel in the “old school house” on 

Broad Street, District 15. (The building is now the 

Bethel Inn Pines guest house).  An Eva Bean photo 

 Bethel had 21 separate school districts that year. Overall Bethel’s school 

program ended at what today would be called the eighth grade (grammar school) 

level.  Students wanting higher education and/or to attend college had to enroll in 

out of town high schools such as Fryeburg, Brighton, Hebron or in other distant 

towns. In these cases, the student’s family would pay the other town’s school 

tuition, plus boarding and travel expenses.   

The Bethel High School created in 1835 would not be a town school and no 

school district or town dollars would support it. But the Bethel High School 

organizers saw that a local high school would be attractive to those families in 

Bethel who sent their sons to out of town high schools because of its cost savings. 

Nathaniel T. True came from Pownal, Maine to be Principal and to teach at the 

new Bethel High School; he was assisted by John P. Davis. True was 23 years old 

and was also a college student when not in Bethel.  The new high school ran two 

terms a year: spring and fall. Its first class had thirty-five pupils. Its student body 
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grew quickly and the school was moved to the “Bethel House” inn located 

approximately where the Bethel Inn tennis court is today .  At the end of the first 

year Nathanial True left to attend medical school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eva Bean wrote: The first academy 

building was erected in 1836 on land 

obtained from the Stearns, "opposite the 

dwelling house of Lt. George Chapman."  

Jonathan Clark Robertson, cabinet maker from Walker's Mills, was the 

man who built that first academy. It was a one-room school, heated by a 

wood stove. He made the seats wide enough for four pupils to sit side by 

side and ranged them up and down two sides of the room, boys on one 

side, and girls on the other. The stove-wood was piled up against the wall. In 

summer the neighbors’ cows grazed around the door. The new school was 

opened in September 1836. Isaac Randall of Dixfield was the first principal. 

He stayed two years. In those days no teacher remained very long on the 

job, for the position was just a means to earn enough money to move on to 

higher professional goals. Successive principals:  William Rogers Chapman—1 

term 1838—he was later a minister; Joseph Hill — 1838; Charles M. Blake — 

1839; Edward P. Weston; Calvin Chamberlin — 1840; Moses Soule — for three 

years; Moses B. Bartlett — 1842; Abernathy Grover — 1842; David R. Hastings 

(graduate of Bowdoin, 1844, later a lawyer in Fryeburg); Talleyrand Grover — 

1844; Joseph Pickard — 1846; William Hurd — 1847. The next principal, Dr. 

Nathaniel T. True, assumed his duties in 1848 and remained for thirteen years.  

From 1835 on the turnover of principals 

was nearly an annual event with the 

exception of the years 1848 to 1861 when 

now Dr. Nathaniel True returned as 

principal. The Gould Trustees did not 

renew Dr. True’s contract after 1861 and 

short term principal contracts for various 

reasons were the norm until the arrival of 

Frank E. Hanscom in 1897.  
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Six years after the high school had been incorporated as Bethel Academy, Rev. 

Daniel Gould who had been both a teacher and minister of the Bethel 

Congregational Church but was then in Rumford offered a bequest of about eight 

hundred dollars to the academy if the trustees would change the name of the 

school to Gould’s Academy. The trustees accepted the offer and applied to the 

Legislature to change the name from Bethel Academy to Gould’s Academy. 

In 1850, Susie Marian True was born to Nathaniel T. True, M.D., and his second 

wife, Susanna Webber Stevens True in Bethel. In 1856 the True family built a 

beautiful new home at the end of Broad Street. 

 

 

 

After leaving Gould, Dr. True held various teaching and administrative 

positions but retired to his Bethel home where he died in 1887.  However, the 

academy’s school principal position resumed the frequent turnover experienced 

before True had returned to Bethel.  

About building a new school house to replace the original 1836 building, 

Eva Bean wrote: In the years 1880-1881 the trustees considered enlarging or 

rebuilding the academy. On May 5, 1881 they authorized their committee to 

contract Edmund Merrill to do the work. The new building was accepted 

Dr. Nathaniel Tuckerman True and the True family home 

at the end of Broad Street 
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November 1, 1881 and was finished with funding provided obtained by public 

subscription. 

The original slabs of hewn stone which formed the foundations came 

from a quarry in Milton Plantation. Snow went off early that spring but, by 

the grace of an unseasonable heavy snowstorm on the first of May, the ox-

teams building stood on the site of the first academy and was opened for 

classes in the fall of 1882. Henry W. Johnson was principal. He remained for 

three years, and was succeeded by: A. W. Sweetser—1 year; William R. 

Howard—2 years—up to June 1888; Alvin C. Dressen—1888 and 1889; William 

Linscott—1889; A. D. Hall—for three years (read more about Hall’s 

accomplishments); James A. Merriman—-1892 and 1893; Edgar J. Simpson—

1894; Fred 0. Small—1895; Fred W. Flood—1896 and Frank Edward 

Hanscom—1897 to 1936. 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The only public room in this building was the library / reading  

room. Through local newspapers the Academy invited Bethel people to 
visit the reading room where daily papers and monthly journals were part 
of the public’s reading materials. 

  

The 1881 academy building was continually modified so that by 1920 the front of the building 

facing Church Street looked very similar to the present day Hanscom Hall main entrance. Its 

third floor contained a basketball court and earlier a public library had been opened on the 

first floor.  The cover photo shows the 1881 Gould building as it looked about 1900. 
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Gould Academy did not have a public assembly hall in 1886. Graduating 
exercises, student performances and oral examinations / declamations 
were usually held at Ideal Hall. Two other halls available for the academy’s 
use were Rialto Hall on Main Street and Pattee’s Hall on Spring Street. 

 
 

 
 

Eva Bean photo collection:  Gould’s Academy students in the 1880’s. 
 
After 1892 Gould programs were put on in Odeon Hall.  
 
Goodwin Wiley – Secretary of the Gould Academy Board of Trustees 

1884-1906 
In 1884 Mr. Wiley joined the Board of Trustees of Gould Academy and 

held the position of secretary for 22 years until he left the town. He was 
also superintendent of the Academy building and grounds; he was a 
strong supporter of the school and was a noticeably hard worker with 
regards to the schools welfare. His position as secretary of the trustees 
saw him involved in virtually all of the school’s administration.  

Read  more about Goodwin Wiley.  

 
 

 

http://www.thebetheljournals.info/Names/Goodwin_R_Wiley.pdf
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Part II – 1886 to 1903 

1886 was the 50th anniversary year of the Bethel Academy’s charter.   

Maj. Gideon Hastings, 65, one of Bethel’s most widely experienced and 
respected citizens was President of the Board of Trustees of Gould’s Academy. 
Mr. Goodwin R. Wiley, 40, was Secretary of the Gould’s Academy trustees – 
skilled druggist and pharmacist – prominent Mason – held the second highest 
office in the Grand Lodge – noted for his excellent clerical work. William E. 
Skillings, 40, chaired the trustee’s Executive Committee. He was president and 
principal owner of the Bethel Steam Mill Company.  

Other prominent Bethel men who filled trustee seats in 1886 were:  Ceylon 
Rowe, 48, Bethel merchant; Samuel B. Twitchell, 57, respected legislator and 
farmer; Gilman P. Bean, 61 long time merchant and storekeeper; Addison E. 
Herrick, Bethel attorney. , 39; Richard A. Frye, Bethel attorney, 57; John M. 
Philbrook, 46, successful livestock dealer; and Alfred W. Valentine, 45, Bethel’s 
school committee chair. 

The spring term opened with one hundred scholars: A.F. Sweetser, Principal 
and Miss Cobb of Bates College and Miss Susie B. Twitchell Assistants. The 
Trustees of the Academy Fund decided that they could unite with the town in a 
free high school without forfeiting their (State) fund. 

Goodwin Wiley 



 

8 
 

On May 14, thirty-four local district teachers met at Gould’s Academy April 
24th to be examined by the Superintending School Committee of Bethel. Those 
receiving the rank of 90 per cent and upwards were ten, viz: C.E. Valentine, Henry 
Hastings, Edith A. Philbrook, Mary R. Eames, Ida Hazelton, Han B. Jewett, Ella B. 
Eames, May Harmon, Mary Chapman and Etta Howe. 

July 30, 1886 (Advertiser): “Gould’s Academy, Bethel, begins its fall 
term August 24th under the management of (new principal) W.R. Howard 
of Belfast. He is graduate of Maine State College, assisted by Susie B. 
Twitchell, a daughter of S.B. Twitchell of Bethel and H.T. Johnson, a 
graduate of Princeton College.  

 
Also in 1886 an Academy boarding house was being talked up; “it is 

very much needed and we hope another year to introduce the students of 

neighboring towns to a boarding house of minimum prices and good 

appointments.”   

In 1887, a Cleveland doctor, John George Gehring, came to Bethel to rest and 

regain his own health. He met Marian True (Mrs. George) Farnsworth, the 

recently widowed daughter of Dr. True, and they were married the following year. 

Due to the now Mrs. Gehring’s strong intentions to keep the ideals of her father 

alive, the Gehrings became active Gould Academy supporters for the rest of their 

lives. 

Also in 1887 the town meeting voted to change from a district school system 

(about 24 districts at that time) to a town school system. 

The 1888 spring session opened with 75 students. (Note that each term had 

differing numbers of students.) Another change of principals took place when the 

fall term opened with A. C. Dresser as principal. Also Mrs. Abiel Chandler opened 

her house (Alpine House on Mason Street) to student boarders at a rate of $2.50 

a week. 

During the 1880’s up to 1898, Gould graduations, exhibitions and general 

indoor events were held in Ideal Hall (today’s Opera House Condos) and at Rialto 

Hall on Main Street until it burned in 1898.)  Odeon Hall was used after 1892. 
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The 1889 spring term opened with 100 students and Professor Dresser as 
principal.  A new principal took over for the fall term: Mr. Arthur D. Hall formerly 
of Beverly, Mass. high school has been appointed principal of Gould Academy. He 
is a classical scholar graduate of a leading Pennsylvania college. The fall term had 
60 students.  The news reported that several students from West Bethel were 
attending Gould this winter with more intending to attend the spring term and 
have made boarding arrangements. 

At the 1890 Town Meeting this article was in the warrant: 

 Art 26th. To see if the town will vote to accept the building and other property 

now in the hands of the Trustees of Gould Academy, if said Trustees shall vote to 

surrender the said property to the town; and to establish and maintain said 

Academy as a free high school under the provisions of sections 30, 37, 38, and 39 

of the Schools Laws of Maine, and to appropriate such sum of money as may be 

necessary to support and maintain said Academy as a free high school. 

The initially the town meeting vote was to accept the building and other 

property now in the hands of the trustees of Gould Academy if the trustees will 

convey and $1,000  was appropriated for a high school to be run in conjunction 

with the Academy, providing satisfactory arrangements under State law can be 

made. 

 Because investment funds available for the Academy under its Maine charter 

would be lost if the town should acquire ownership, the Trustees did not agree to 

transfer the Academy to the town. In 1890 the Trustees had applied for and 

received from the State an eight hundred dollar annuity which would continue for 

ten years. 

Professor Arthur D. Hall who had been hired in August 1889, proved to be an 

effective, well organized principal. During 1890 the Academy’s library was 

expanded with a public reading room that included two daily Boston newspapers, 

two county newspapers, Harper’s Weekly as well as educational, scientific and 

literary journals. These publications would be available in the newly arranged 

reading room. Area teachers were invited to normal school lectures at the 

Academy with lecture subjects being Aids and Methods in Teaching, History, 

The Wiley home facing Church Street.  After 

the Wileys left Bethel it was purchased by E. 

C. Bowler, owner and publisher of the Bethel 

News.  In 1908 Liberty Holden acquired the 

building, had it remodeled into two 

dormitories—boys and girls.  Holden gave the 

building to Gould Academy.  In 1944, it was 

sold to Leslie Davis who dismantled the 

building for its framing and windows. 
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Reading, Arithmetic, Geography and Grammar. An outline of psychology and its 

applications to teaching would also be given.  

In 1890 Gould formed a new Athletic Association. 

In 1891 Gould formed an Alumni Association in order that at least once a year 

a reunion might be held so that for the scholars “who have gone out from the 

Academy from year to year”.  For some time it had been thought by the students 

of Gould Academy, that it would be an excellent plan to form an alumni 

association, in order that at least once a year, a reunion might be held of those 

scholars and classmates, who have gone out from the Academy from year to 

year.       

Through the efforts of Prof. Hall, the two classes of ‘90 and ‘91 met at 

the Elms House (the Upson house during the Bingham years) and formed such 

an association, electing the following officers: President, B.L. Bryant; vice 

President, Maude Kimball; secretary, Alice Pride; treasurer, Arthur Wiley.     

At the 1892 town meeting town funding for Bethel students came up again. 

“Then there was considerable wrangling, some speechmaking, etc., but after two 

or three votes it was voted by a small majority that the town authorize and 

instruct its supervisor to contract with and pay the trustees of Gould Academy for 

tuition of its scholars in accordance with chapter 167, Public Laws of 1889. $800 

was appropriated for this purpose.” 

         Then on March 31, a special town meeting was called with the main purpose 
to rescind the annual meeting’s vote to appropriate $800 to be paid the Gould 
trustees for the tuition of town of Bethel scholars. The vote (147 to 107) was to 
rescind the previous meeting’s vote about contracting with the trustees of 
Gould’s Academy. 
 

Viewing the special town meeting vote as a lack of support by the town for 
its students to attend Gould, Arthur Hall left Gould at the end of the spring term 
and James Merriman became the new principal in July 1892. 
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The academy’s 1893 Circular of Information about the school listed three 
courses of study: Literary and Scientific, Commercial and Classical. The courses 
were organized seasonally: Fall, Winter and Spring Terms, then First, Second, 
Third and Fourth Years. James Merriman was principal.  

 
A number of interesting events made the 1894 news about Gould activities. 

Here are some of them:  
A Mr. E.A. Simpson assumed the Gould principal position beginning with the 

fall term and continued through commencement in June 1895 
In May for the Gould commencement, the Academy announced publication 

of “its first Herald”, not a booklet or magazine but a flyer which listed the 
commencement week program and advertisements for twenty Bethel businesses. 

Debate at Gould Academy: resolved that the study of literature is more 
broadening that the study of science. Connie French spoke for the affirmative and 
Edwin Gehring (John G. Gehring’s nephew) spoke for the negative. The judges 
decided with a vote of 2 to 1 and the audience 15 to 5 for the negative.  

The Northern Oxford County Teachers Assoc. met at Gould Academy. Four 
papers were presented: (1) Should algebra be taught in public schools, Fannie 
Carter; (2) Fractions, Class by Miss Lydia R. Smith; (3) Physiology, Dr J.G. Gehring; 
(4) Education, Mental Arithmetic, Supt. Stuart. Discussion followed each paper. 
(5) Question Box.  

A public meeting was held at Gould Academy to take decided action on the 
question shall Bethel have a reading room and gymnasium? These facilities would 
be in Odeon Hall – not at Gould. The several committees chosen at the first 
meeting reported their work. A code of by-laws had been drawn up and was 
accepted with a few changes. The following were elected as trustees: A.E. Herrick, 
J.U. Purington, Rev. Beem, J.G. Gehring, Rev. Mr. Jordan, Archer Grover, Mrs. 
Ceylon Rowe, Mrs. John Philbrook, Mrs. Olive Mason, and Mrs. Littlehale. At the 
time of the meeting, $150 had been raised by subscription for this cause. 

The Academy lyceum discussion was on the topic, American Negroes have 
too much liberty. Orne Douglass spoke in the affirmative. Claude Abbott and A.C. 
Eames spoke for the negative side. Stormy weather limited the size of the 
audience, both judges and the house decided in the negative. 

 
In February 1895 the Academy gave an athletic exhibition at Odeon Hall 

assisted by Prof. George Foster of Bowdoin who is the best indoor gymnastics 
coach around. The program included dumb bell drill, jumping, horizontal bars, 
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tumbling, boxing, tambourine drill by the ladies, parallel bars, fencing, Indian Club 
drill.  The program ended with a social dance. Music was provided by a five piece 
orchestra from Dixfield. Also February 1895 was a month of very cold weather 
with temperatures in the 17 to 20 below zero range. It was blustery, too, which 
deterred students from attending school and Gould Academy closed due to lack 
of numbers (of scholars). Later that year Hastings Bros. a Main Street business 
contracted to install two new furnaces in the Gould’s Academy building. 

 
The June Academy commencement exercises were held at Odeon Hall. On 

Monday and Tuesday examinations took place. Tuesday evening the Bowdoin 
College Orchestra gave a concert at Odeon Hall under the leadership of  
Herr BelaIllis, a native of Hungary. Graduates this year were as follows: Classical 
Course: Hattie May Harris; Literary and Scientific Course: Howard Wiley, Elizabeth 
Moulton, and Daniel Ruel Smith; Commercial Course: Albert Granville Eames and 
Irving Kimball. Mr. A.E. Herrick presented the diplomas. Afterwards ice cream and 
cake were served. 
 

Board of Trustees 

G. A. HASTINGS,            Goodwin R. WILEY, 
R. A. FRYE,                    CEYLON ROWE, 

ENOCH FOSTER,             CHARLES MASON, 
S. B. TWITCHELL,            JOHN M. PHILBROOK, 

A. L. BURBANK,              J. U. PURINGTON, 
A. E. HERRICK                   ALBERT W. GROVER, 

G. P. BEAN. 

Officers for 1895 - 1896 

G. A. HASTINGS,   President. 

CHARLES MASON,    Vice-President. 
G. R. WILEY, Secretary. 

S. B. TWITCHELL,   Treasurer. 

Executive Committee 

A. E. HERRICK, Chairman 
R. A. FRYE,                        ENOCH FOSTER, 

J. U. PURINGTON,               CHARLES MASON. 

Examining Committee. 

JUDGE ENOCH FOSTER,             A. E. HERRICK,  

A. W. GROVER. 

G. R. WILEY, Superintendent of Academy and Grounds. 



 

13 
 

*Note that Goodwin Wiley, Bethel’s druggist, had the double job of Secretary of the 

Trustees and was also in charge of the academy building and grounds 

Instructors: 
Fred Ossian Small, A.B., Principal 

Ancient Languages, Chemistry, Commercial Department 
  

Cora Walton Hastings, A.B. 
French, German, Mathematics, Physics 

 

Alice Emma Purington 

English, Literature, History, Astronomy 

Winifred Hall, Librarian 

Barton A Smith, Janitor 
 
Beginning with the fall term in 1895 Professor Fred O. Small had accepted the 

position of principal for Gould’s Academy which normally meant that his contract 
would continue through commencement in 1896; he was then offered a very 
lucrative position at Bangor High School but he refused the offer and planned to  
take charge of the  school as formerly announced. 

 
After the 1896 commencement, it was learned that Professor Small had 

accepted a position at Washington Academy making his stay at Gould only one 
academic year.  On September 1st the academy opened with a Mr. F. Flood 
principal, Miss Alice Purington, preceptress, and Mr. Small, brother of ex-principal 
Small, assistant. Miss Purington had established an excellent reputation for 
herself over the 1895-96 terms.  

Academy trustees for 1896 were: Gideon A. Hastings, President; Charles 
Mason, Vice President; Goodwin R. Wiley, Secretary; Samuel B. Twitchell, 
Treasurer; other board members were: Attorney R.A. Frye, Ceylon Rowe, Judge 
Enoch Foster, John M. Philbrook, A. L. Burbank,  Judge A.E. Herrick,  J.U. 
Purington,  Albert W. Grover and  Gilman P. Bean 

 
                                                 Academy Heralds 
 
The Heralds provide loads of information about the academy, its academic 

staff and its student editors in that they listed the names of faculty and other 
details of the Academy’s management and class structure. 
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The 1877-1878 Herald listed the names of the principal and student editors as 
well as many of the Bethel businesses via advertisements in the Herald 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 1877 Academy Herald is possibly the first Herald to be printed.  D. T. 

Timberlake was the Principal. The Herald also lists the students serving on the 

Editorial Board.   
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It is interesting when looking at the names of student editors to see the name 
of Susie Twitchell, as Miss Twitchell later on had become a member of the faculty. 

 
The next years of Academy Heralds were published in the 1896-97, 97-98 

school years. 
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Academy News—December 20 1899, The Bethel News 

 The students at the Academy this (winter) term number ninety-two. Only 

three years ago the number in attendance at the winter term was about  twenty-

nine, but under the instruction  of Mr. Hanscom, who has been with us for the 

past two years, more have attended each term until now it has reached the 

present high mark. Many out-of-town students are enrolled and are cordially 

welcomed by the townspeople. 
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Free Tuition for High School Education  

William W. Stetson served as state superintendent of Maine schools from 

1895 to 1907.  

Among his accomplishments during his term of office were the establishment 

of the town system of school administration and abolition of the district system, 

institution of free conveyance for elementary pupils, adoption of the free 

textbook system, extension of free tuition privileges to all pupils, improvement 

of courses of instruction in the teacher-training institutions, and adoption of an 

optional plan of professional supervision.  

 

 

This document described the 

turning point where Maine high 

school students were to receive 

high school tuition paid by towns 

instead of by the students. 


