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History presented as a 

brochureðactually the next 

20 some pages came from a 

brochure published in 1982 

by the Bethel Chamber of 

Commerce.   

Intended to help visitors 

and those seeking general 

information about the area, 

it is not a 100% complete 

presentation.  

Other special brochures 

came out at about the same 

time which were supported 

by Bethel businesses not 

included in this piece, for 

instance a guide to Grafton 

Notch was one of them. 

Nevertheless, one way or 

the other, thru listings, 

words and ads, this bro-

chure presents a broad brush 

picture of this part of Maine 

thirty years ago, 1980. 

Bethel, Maine History ñ1980 

BETHEL MAINE HISTORYðTHE BETHEL JOURNALS 

Note:  In proofing this webpage,  historian 
Stephen Seames, discovered an error in 
that the Town of Greenwood  was missing 
from  the group of towns making up the 
Bethel area. See next page. 



Left: Bonnema Potters, Lower Main Street, Bethel; Right: Welcome and Table of Contents 
. 
*  Greenwood is shown within brackets because it was mistakenly omitted from the group of Bethel area towns in the 
original 1982 brochure.  Historian William Lapham and Maineôs legendary storekeeper, Leon L. Bean, were born in 
Greenwood. (Historian Eva Bean accounts for L.L. Bean having been born in Bethel near Milton; there is evidence to 
support both sides.)  

 
Welcome to the Bethel Area  

Bethel is located in western Maine astride the An-

droscoggin River, 75 miles from Portland and 180 

miles from Boston. The Bethel area includes the towns 

of Andover, Hanover, Gilead, Newry, [Greenwood*] 

and Woodstock plus nearby Shelburne, New Hamp­

shire. 

Our economy has a diverse mixture of educa­tional 

institutions, forestry industry, tourism and recrea-

tion, arts and crafts, agriculture and small farm enter-

prises as well as a significant communi­ty of retire-

ment and vacation homes. 

In many ways Bethel is a frontier landmark which 

symbolizes, with its elegant 19th century architec-

ture, the boundary between manmade beauty and 

the scenic beauty of our natural surroundings. 

It is this blend of natural and manmade beauty 

which attracts vacationers and residents alike ð par-

ticularly those who seek a wholesome lifestyle, an 

opportunity to practice self-sufficiency and enjoy a 

leisurely, uncommercialized retreat from urban 

stress. 
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Memorable Qualities of the Bethel Area 

Scenery  - mountains, river valleys and lakes and ponds in a 

forest setting provide the area with lush summer greens 

and brilliant foliage. There are a number of vantage 

points and drives for sightseers. 

Manmade Beauty - the 19th century white clapboard 

homes of the Broad Street National Historic District and 

the Mayville Section of Bethel as well as the covered 

bridges of Sun­day River and Andover manifest New Eng-

land's architectural beauty from some of its finest periods.  

Unpretentious Life Style - there is a general ease to the 

way of living here which rubs off on visitors, setting them 

at ease, and which attracts new residents. 

Invigorating Outdoor Activities - skiing, hiking, canoe-

ing and mountain climbing for wild blueberries stretch 

muscles, tug at lungs and kindle ravenous appetites. 

Educational Center  - Gould Academy for private, co­

educational secondary level schooling, NTL Institute for 

self and organizational development and Outward Bound 

for mountaineering skills and confidence building.  

Remoteness, privacy and relaxing environment  - to 

get out of the city, to get out of the hassle and to get away 

and relax, the goal of many a vacationer, and easily attain-

able in the Bethel area because we are separated from the 

main­stream of tourist areas, surrounded by forests and 

moun­tains and populated by respectful residents. 

 

 

Of all of the qualities noted in the Bethel area, the 
one most often commented upon is the scenery. 
There are many vantage points for viewing our 
natural splendor. This one (above) is a scene of 
Sunday River Whitecap Mountain, near sunset, 
seen from Table Rock in Grafton Notch with Rt. 26 
in the valley below. 

Summary of the Bethel areaôs lodging and camping in the early 1980ôs 



Advertisements for LôAuberge, an inn in Bethel Village; DW McKeenôs a popular restau-
rant and lodge in Sunday River; the Bethel Inn and Country Club in Bethel village and a 

profile of The Sudbury Inn on Lower Main Street, Bethel. 
 



Images of Gould Academy, the Cole Block which houses the Bethel Town  
Office and the office and plant of the Bethel Citizen weekly newspaper.  
Accompanying the images is a brief essay covering Bethelôs history.  



Advertisements for a number of 1980s business:  Robert Crane Associates, realtors; South Ridge 
Condominiums, Sunday River Ski Area; Gillies Realty, Inc., Bethel; The Douglass Place bed and 
breakfast, Route 2 in Mayville, Bethel; Sonnyôs Texaco, general repairs and service, 1 Mechanic 

Street, Bethel village 



Golf at the Bethel Inn, plus outdoor recreationðhiking, sightseeing, swimming, camping out, rock-
hounding, exploring trails in the White Mountain National Forest, Step Falls in Newry, and Letter S 

Pool at Sunday River 



 

 
 

Education and Self Development  

Bethel's reputation as a seat of secondary school education 
dates from 1835 when favorable response to the opening of 
Bethel High School prompted the school's trustees to estab-
lish an academy in 1836. Gould Academy has been in con-
tinuous operation since that date providing Bethel and its 
neighboring small towns with excep­tional high school facili-
ties until 1968 when the Telstar Regional High School 
opened. Since 1968, Gould Academy has been a pri­vate, co-
educational secondary school of 200 students and 30 facul­ty. 
Its magnificent campus consisting of 9 major academic, ath-
letic and living accommodation facilities exists today because 
of the generosity and interest of William Bingham II (1879-
1955) and his trustees. 

In 1947, NTL Institute was founded as the National Training 
Laboratories in Bethel when the first experimental human 
relations training program was conducted. NTL has come to 
symbolize a professional approach to leadership development 
in organizations and in communities faced with on-going and 
emerging problems. NTL has continued to maintain a major 
summer program in Bethel along with permanent conference 
facilities at the head of Broad Street. 

In 1968, the towns of Bethel, Andover, Newry, Greenwood 
(Locke Mills) and Woodstock (Bryant Pond) joined in the for-
ma­tion of Maine School Administrative District No. 44 includ-
ing the construction of Telstar Regional High School on Rt. 26 
one mile south of Bethel village. The School building complex 
also houses the Telstar Middle School. Elementary School 
facilities are main­tained in Andover, Bethel and Woodstock. 
Gilead, Albany and Upton students attend schooling in this 
regional system. 

Outward Bound teaches you to be aware of yourself by being 
aware of what is around you. In the Bethel area, the Hurricane 
Island Outward Bound School, the only US based Outward 
Bound School to offer both sea and land based programs, 
maintains the Mahoosuc Mountain Center in the Sunday River 
valley for wilder­ness land programs in the rugged Carter-
Mahoosuc range of moun­tains which cap the valley's northern 
end. A variety of mountain and wilderness programs are of-
fered including a college semester program. 

Bethel, 
Maine 

For free 
Catalog 

and Financial Aid 
Information 

207-594-5548 

Hurricane Island  

By 1980 the Bethel area proudly hosted a number of challenging  educational activities as well as tra-
ditional public schools and librariesðGould Academy, Outward Bound and NTL Institute for leadership 

development 



West of Bethel along the MaineðNew Hampshire border there is the White 
Mountain National Forest, Wild River hiking and climbing attractions as well as 
lodging opportunities  at the Evans Notch Motel and in Shelburne, NH, at Phil-

brook Farm Inn, a  family institution of Innkeeping. 



Grafton Notch with Screw Auger Falls, Moose Cave, Mother Walker Falls, Spruce Meadow camping 
as well as hiking on the Appalachian Trail with local trails to Table Rock and Eye Brow Loop plus Step 

Falls in North Newry made up a cluster of outdoor drawing cards that have been popular since the 
1850sðIn Sunday River, the Sunday River Inn hosted those vacationers who had outdoors in mind. 



More names from the early 1980ôsðBrownôs Variety Store on Main Street, Redwood Motel on 
Route 2 in Mayville, Edelweiss Country Store on the corner of Church and Main Streets; Charlieôs 
Place, pizzas galore on Main Street, and The Shop on Main Street with antiques, reusable's, and 

Maine Line Products. 



An illustrated map of the areaðplotting most of the important places and sights to seeðgraphics 
that can tell you where facilities are located with respect to Bethel.  



Sunday River Ski Resort and Mt Abram give their pitch for great skiing for winter vacationsð also 
see two advertisements for local eating: Jordanôs Restaurant in Locke Mills and  The Boiler Room 

in Bryant Pond. All key attractions of 1980-1982 
 



1980 Skiingðall the skiing you can think of from wilderness, to downhill, cross-country and 
jumping.  Skiing for the handicapped and skiing for the kids. Ski jumping at Swans Corner was part of 

the Gould Academy winter athletic program which attracted skiers and onlookers. 



These pages cover Eating Out, For Children and Rainy Days plus a trip to visit the satellite earth 
station in Andover. In 1980 the list of kidsô stuff was 10 items long including the Rumford Zoo, Labanôs 

Sheep Farm and Storyland in New Hampshire all part of a dayôs outing for the younger set. 



1980ôs things to shop for and buy which were locally crafted from pottery to T shirts.  Carmo Crafts in 
West Bethel specialized in handcrafted plaster ware, Friedendorf Pottery in Bryant Pond Village carried 
the work of over sixty crafts people and what all the kids wanted and adults was a Groan and McGurn 


