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Bethel, Maine History fi 1980

/ History presented as a \

brochuré actually the next
20 some pages came from a
brochure published in 1982
by the Bethel Chamber of
Commerce.

Intended to help visitors
and those seeking general
information about the area,
it is not a 100% complete
presentation.

Other special brochures
came out at about the same
time which were supported
by Bethel businesses not
included in this piece, for
instance a guide to Grafton
Notch was one of them.

Nevertheless, one way or
the other, thru listings,
words and ads, this bro-
chure presents a broad brush
picture of this part of Maine
thirty years ago, 1980.

Note: In proofing this webpage, historian
Stephen Seames, discovered an error in
that the Town of Greenwood was missing
from the group of towns making up the

““A Memorable Visit to the Bethel Area”

Bethel area vacationing contains those special qualities
found in summer resorts at the turn of the century.

You can experience the freedom of an uncommercial-
ized life style and healthful outdoors recreation that
appeals to those concerned with self and family develop-
ment, relaxation and privacy and who seek a deep appre-

chel area. See next page. / ciation of natural scenic beauty.

Cover images: Gehring House, Broad Street, Bethel;
Screw Auger Falls, Grafton; and Artist Bridge, Sun-

day River, Newry



Welcome to the Bethel Area

Bethel is located in western Maine astride the An-
droscoggin River, 75 miles from Portland and 180
miles from Boston. The Bethel area includes the towns
of Andover, Hanover, Gilead, Newry, [Greenwood*]
and Woodstock plus nearby Shelburne, New Hamp-
shire.

Our economy has a diverse mixture of educa-tional
institutions, forestry industry, tourism and recrea-
tion, arts and crafts, agriculture and small farm enter-
prises as well as a significant communi-ty of retire-
ment and vacation homes.

In many ways Bethel is a frontier landmark which
symbolizes, with its elegant 19th century architec-
ture, the boundary between manmade beauty and
the scenic beauty of our natural surroundings.

It is this blend of natural and manmade beauty
which attracts vacationers and residents alike 8 par-
ticularly those who seek a wholesome lifestyle, an

We make brightly colored stoneware opportunity to practice self-sufficiency and enjoy a
and porcelain pottery. leisurely, uncommercialized retreat from urban
stress.
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Memorable Qualities of the Bethel Area

Scenery - mountains, river valleys and lakes and ponds in a
forest setting provide the area with lush summer greens
and brilliant foliage. There are a number of vantage
points and drives for sightseers.

Manmade Beauty - the 19th century white clapboard
homes of the Broad Street National Historic District and
the Mayville Section of Bethel as well as the covered
bridges of Sun-day River and Andover manifest New Eng-
land's architectural beauty from some of its finest periods.
Unpretentious Life Style - there is a general ease to the
way of living here which rubs off on visitors, setting them
at ease, and which attracts new residents.

Invigorating Outdoor Activities - skiing, hiking, canoe-
ing and mountain climbing for wild blueberries stretch
muscles, tug at lungs and kindle ravenous appetites.
Educational Center - Gould Academy for private, co-
educational secondary level schooling, NTL Institute for
self and organizational development and Outward Bound
for mountaineering skills and confidence building.
Remoteness, privacy and relaxing environment - to
get out of the city, to get out of the hassle and to get away
and relax, the goal of many a vacationer, and easily attain-
able in the Bethel area because we are separated from the
main-stream of tourist areas, surrounded by forests and
moun-tains and populated by respectful residents.

Of all of the qualities noted in the Bethel area, the
one most often commented upon is the scenery.
There are many vantage points for viewing our
natural splendor. This one (above) is a scene of
Sunday River Whitecap Mountain, near sunset,
seen from Table Rock in Grafton Notch with Rt. 26
in the valley below.

A Guide to Area Lodging and Camping
Abbott’s Anchorage Camping, Bryant Pond. See ad page 33
L’Auberge Country Inn, Bethel village. See ad page 4
Barn Motel, Bethel. See ad page 11
Bethel Inn and Country Club. Bethel village. See ad page 5
Bethel Spa Motel, Main St., Bethel, ME 04217. Tel
(207) 824-2989

Conrad’s Tourist Home, Main St., Bethel, Maine 04217
{207) 824-2505

The Douglass Place, Bed & Breakfast, Rt. 2, Bethel. See ad
page 9

Evans Notch Motel, Gilead. See ad page 15

Littlefield Beaches Camping, Bryant Pond. See ad back

inside cover

Lone Pine Camping, Bear River, Newry. (207) 824-2554

D, W, McKeen's Lodge and Restaurant, Sunday River, See
ad page 4

Norseman Inn, Rt. 2, Bethel, ME 04217, (207) 824-2002

Philbrook Farm Inn, Shelburne, NH, See ad page 15

Pine Sider Lodge, North Pond, Locke Mills. See ad page 32

Pleasant River Motel and Camping, West Bethel, ME 04286.
{207) 836-3575

Redwood Motel, Rt. 2, Bethel. See ad page 18

The Sudbury Inn, Bethel village, See ad page 5
Sunday River Inn, Sunday River, See ad page 17
South Ridge Condominiums, Sunday River. See ad page 8
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“Everybody’s Bank"’

We make loans for any worthwhile purpose to
support our community — come see us for your
home, business, etc.
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L’AUBERGE
A Country Inn

A traditional New England inn nestled in three acres of trees and
lush lawns, secluded yet within walking distance of the Bethel
village center and its historic sites. A lovely, relaxing inn to returmn
to after a day of hiking on mountain trails, playing a round of golf
on the course just across the road from our front door, visiting
various gem and antique shops or just admiring some of the most
beautiful wonders of nature in the state, We are here to make your
vacation or family reunion more relaxing and enjoyable in a friendly
and homelike atmosphere,

BILL and JEANNETTE CURRIER, Innkeepers
Rates from $18B, to $30. - with special rates for groups and

children. Write: L'Auberge, PO Box 21, Bethel, Maine 04217.
Tel: (207) 824-2774

Restaurant & Lounge

Located 7 miles east of Bethel
on Sunday River Ski Resort Road.

Casual dining in the lounge
Candlelight dining in the restaurant
Spacious loft rooms with T.V.’s and private baths

Entertainment
Special Functions
Open year round

Call or write for more information
P.O. Box 328 Bethel, ME 04217

Sixty-five guest rooms all individually decorated and all with
private baths . , ,

A village in tself of six Colonial and Federal buildings facing
on the Historic District of Bethel ., |

Formal and informal dining with elegant and hearty fare . , .,

The Mill Brook Tavern with live entertainment and food served
until late in the evening,

And a wealth of activities to enjoy such as golf, tennis, lake and
pool swimming, and sailing in the summer months and cross
country skiing and ice skating in the winter months,

@ A special place for special people. A place
%ﬂq you’ll come back to again and again.
fub

Bethel, Maine {207) 824-2175

The Sudbury Inn was initially opened in 1873, Like many small-
er and older New England inns, it was not originally built for it
present purpose; it was in fact two private residences which were
connected to create a hotel, For many years its central location n
downtown Bethel made it a favorite with merchants and salesmen
traveling through the area and with vacationers exploring the rugged
beauty of the Western Maine mountains. Today its fireplaces, pub-
style piano bar, elegant lobby and dining room - all newly reno-
vated - make it & favorite with summer and winter visitors slike,

As & result of extensive renovation, the Sudbury will offer,
beginning in June 1983, 13 newly decorated rooms, six in the form
of three, two room suites which share a bath, In addition, two
dorm-style bunk rooms with public baths will be available on the
third floor. The dining room, featuring hearty New England lood,
all home-made from soups and chowders 1o breads and desserts,
is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Eventual plans also include
establishing a gallery for local artists and craltspeople adjacent o

2 the inn lebby, Inquiries may be addressed to PO Box 521, Bethel,
207-824-3232 Maine 04217 or telephane; {207} 824-2174,
4- .
Adverti sements for LO&Auberge, an inn in Bethe

rant and lodge in Sunday River; the Bethel Inn and Country Club in Bethel village and a
profile of The Sudbury Inn on Lower Main Street, Bethel.




MOSES MASON

The Moses Mason Muscum, headquarters of the Bethel
Historical Society, includes a period house (built in 1813),
a regional archives, plus exhibit areas and an auditorium
for historical films, lectures and special events, It is open
on a regular basis daily except Monday from 1 to 4 p.m.
during the months of July and August and throughout
the vear by calling (207) 824-2908 or writing the Society
at P,O. Box 12, Bethel, Maine 04217,

The Cole Block, 1891, Main
building of the Gould Aca- Street houses Bethel ‘Town
demy campus on  Church Office, and three business

Hanscom Hall, main academic

offices including that of The
Bethel Oxford County Citizen,
weekly newspaper.

Strect in Bethell

Bethel: A Historic Town

by Dr. Stanley R. Howe, Director
Moses Mason Museum

Bethel, @ community of nzarly 2,500, was founded n 1774
as Sudbury Canada, after the original arantees fram Sudbury,
Massachusetts who fought in the campaign to conguer Canada in
1690. Settlement was so slowed by the American Revolution that
there were but ten families in tawn at the time of New England’s
last Indisn Raid in 1781, which resulted in three of Sudbury
Canada's citizens being taken captive. Following the Revolution,
settiement grew rapidly and in 1796 the 1own was incerporated and
given the name “Bethel” from the Book of Genesis, meaning
"'"Mouse of God"™.

Dr. Mosts Mason |1789-1866), a physician and busimnessman, was
one of Bethel's most proeminent citizens during the town's formative
years in the first hait of the 19th century, serving in many public
offices including two terms in Conaress Irom 1833 to 1837. His
hause is the oldest building within Bethel’s national histaric dis-
trice,

Farming was the principal occupation of the esrliest inhabitants
land still 13 important today), but with the arrival of the Atlantic
and St. Lawrence Railway in 1851 connecting Bethel 1o Portland
and later Montresl, the wood products industry became (and
remans) a major factor in the economuc life of the community.
|n additian, the arrival of the railroad made it possible for summer
visitors fraom Bosten and New York to travel canvenently to Bethal
and 1o enjoy the town's extraordinary natural setting and to visit
the White Mountains.

The town also has been a significant educational center due
largely to the generosity of William Bingham 1l to Gould Academy,
which was founded in 1838, Moreover, Bethel was the site of Dr,
Jahn Gehning's nationally famous clinic far the treatment of parsons
with nerveus disorders and later became internationally known
tar the National Traiming Laboratory which was established in
1947 and continues to specialize in buman dynamscs,

Finally, even a brief discussion of Bethel's history would be
neomplete without mentioning Wiiham Rogers Chapman (1855-
1935), impressario, conductar and organist wha founded and
directed the Maine Mugic Festivals (1897-1926) and was for many
years director of the Rubenstein and Apoile Clubs of New York
City. Like Dr, Gehring, but for difterent reasons, Chapman attrac:
ledd many 1o Bethel, including some af the nation’s greatest musi-
cians and performers, They came to Bethel to visit with hin during
summer vacations and 1o attend annual picrses given for members
of the Maine Music Festivals at Chapman residences in the Mayville
sechion of Bethel (an old farm even in tha early 1200° now the
Norseman Inn) and an the Camman a1 Bethel Hitl

- e

Federal style house of Dr, Moses Mason (1789-18661, built 1813,
restored in 1974 to become a museum of the Bethel Historical
Saciety facing the Bethel Common,

7

Images of Gould Academy, the Cole Block which houses the Bethel Town
Office and the office and plant of the Bethel Citizen weekly newspaper.

Accompanying

the images is a brief essay

CC



RELAXATION VACATION

Stay a week or longer. Completely furnished Lakeside
cottages or mountain camps. Rent from $175.00 per week.

Rentals - Sales - Appraisals
Cole Block, Main Street, Bethel
207-824-2114

S

conpominiums —

Real Estate Brokers

ASSOCIATES

South Ridge Condominiums are available for
weekend or full week rentals. Each of the one, two
and three bedroom units are attractively furnished
and include fireplace, dishwasher, full kitchen and
all linens. Your ski gear and groceries will be all that
is needed for a complete skiing vacation on the
twenty-one trails and slopes of Sunday River Ski
Area.

Bring your fishing tackle, golf clubs, tennis
racquet and hiking boots for an active summer
vacation in the Western Maine Mountains. Condo-
minium guests have full privileges for use of the
golf, tennis, pool and Beach House facilities at the
nearby Bethel Inn and Country Club during the
spring, summer and fall.

Box 450, Bethel, Maine 04217
207-824-2187

8-

MARY C. GILLIES
Broker

4\l LLIES REALTY

INC.

3 BROAD ST., BETHEL MAINE 04217
207 / 824-3211

“We have your reason for coming to Bethel.”

The Douglass Place

A very comfortable, homey atmosphere in which
to sleep away your wearies. Five gracious rooms
available with twin beds. Reservations advised.
$28 per room per night plus tax-includes Con-
tinental break fast.

Star Route, Bethel, ME 04217

Tel: (207) 824-2229

TIRES - BATTERIES

donny s gexaco

Open 7 Days
7 AM-9PM

Mechanic on Duty

GENERAL REPAIRS
WASH & WAX

1 MECHANIC ST,
BETHEL, MAINE

TEL.: 824-3237
ROAD SERVICE

Advertisements for a number of 1980s business: Robert Crane Associates, realtors; South Ridge
Condominiums, Sunday River Ski Area; Gillies Realty, Inc., Bethel; The Douglass Place bed and

breakf ast, Route 2

Mayvill e, Bet hel; Sonnyés

Street, Bethel village
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A regulation nine hole, public golf course is operated by the
Bethel Inn & Country Club daily during the golfing season. The
golf shop is located on the ground level of the main inn, a golf pro
is available for lessons.

Tennis courts are available to Bethel Inn guests and country
club members, NTL staff and students at the Gould Academy cam-
pus and guests of the Barn Motel and The Sudbury Inn.

The Bethel Inn's swimming pool is open to its guests and coun-
try club members. One week memberships are available for NTL
members.

Walking tours of the Broad Street National Historic District,
the Gould Academy campus and other local historic buildings and
landmarks are suggested; tour guide literature is available from the
Moses Mason Museum and the Bethel Inn,

Exploring: Hiking, Picnicking and Swimming

For the turn of the century vacationer in the mountains, hiking,
group picnics and swimming became the core activity of the resort
owner’s program. The Bethel area offers a wide variety of places
to pursue these traditional pastimes. To play by the rules, one
must first decide on exactly what contents should make up the
picnic basket or backpack. Selecting the spot for the day’s outing
is also very important because each area has special differences in
terms of swimming, hiking challenges and picnic sites, One attrac-
tion for these outings is the waterfallside picnic sites. There are
a number to choose from depending on how rigorous one wants to
make the outing. In order of their physical demands, here are some
suggestions (easier first, more demanding as the list grows):

— SCREW AUGER FALLS, Grafton Notch State Park: picnic
tables, fireplaces, falls and deep pools in Bear River, hiking to Table
Rock over look nearby.

— ARTIST'S COVERED BRIDGE, Sunday River, 2 miles
beyond the Sunday River Ski Area access road., Excellent river
swimming and picnicking on the rocky ledges beneath and down
stream from the bridge, Private property. Please use discretion.

- ABBOTT'S ANCHORAGE, Bryant Pond, lake swimming
from a camping area property, picnic facilities, fee charged, (M6)

— THE ROOST, Suspension Bridge, (D6) White Mountain
National Forest. 13 miles from Bethel on Rt. 2 and Rt. 113,
Steep hike, return trail crosses brook, picnicking from backpack on
rocky ledges overlooking Wild River valley and old Hastings planta-
tion, or trailside by brook, suspension bridge over river a delight
for kids, swimming in river,

-10-

Year-round vacation ha-
ven. Attractive, spacious
units consisting of two
bedrooms, living-dining
room & kitchen, Tennis
court - color TV,

Rates by day,
week or season,

Rt's 2,5and 26
Bethel, Maine

(207) 824-2808
Iy ovwasny

— CARIBOU MOUNTAIN TRAIL, south of trail head to the
Roost and Hastings Campground on Rt. 113, seven mile hike to
top of trail and return to Rt. 113 via Mud Brook, a good day’s
outing for the active family or couple, picnic areas available, public
parking at trail head.

— EYE BROW LOOP and CASCADE FALLS, possibly the
most spectacular waterfall side picnic spot, take Eye Brow Loop
trail from trail head in Grafton Notch State Park, backpack lunch,
moderately demanding climb, can continue on to complete climb of
Old Speck Mountain and to Speck Pond, head waters of Sunday
River's Bull Branch,

Other suggestions include, ALBANY TRAIL near Crocker Pond
(H4) in the WMINF, STEP FALLS in Newry, near Grafton Notch,
LETTER S POOL in Sunday River and canoeing trips with picnic
on the Androscoggin.

(Note: The Androscoggin River has not been rated for swimming).

Picnicking in the White Mountain National Forest is available
at the following sites which have tables and grills: Gilead on US
Rt. 2, Basin Pond, Cold River Campground (C3) and Cold River
Overlook.

For hiking, a variety of experiences are available to the visitor
in the National Forest from short, loop trails which take an hour
or two to hike, to extended trips of several days or more into the
mountains.

ROCKHOUNDING - this area of Oxford County is noted for
its variety of unique mineral and gem deposits such as gem beryl,
tourmaline, various types of quartz, mica and feldspar. Displays
of locally collected mineral and gem spécimens are open to the
public at the Evans Notch District Ranger's office, Rt, 2, Bethel,
and at the Gem Shop, just a few hundred feet distant.

s

e

Cooking breakfast at Crocker

Pond camp site in the White
Mountain National Forest.

Descending the steep trail
from Table Rock (2380 ft.)
in Grafton Notch.

-11-

Golf at the Bethel Inn, plus outdoor recreationd hiking, sightseeing, swimming, camping out, rock-
hounding, exploring trails in the White Mountain National Forest, Step Falls in Newry, and Letter S
Pool at Sunday River




Education and Self Development

Bethel's reputation as a seat of secondary school education
dates from 1835 when favorable response to the opening of
Bethel High School prompted the school's trustees to estab-
lish an academy in 1836. Gould Academy has been in con-

tinuous operation since that date providing Bethel and its GOULD ACADEMY
neighboring small towns with excep-tional high school facili-
ties until 1968 when the Telstar Regional High School Y P
opened. Since 1968, Gould Academy has been a pri-vate, co- Bethel, Maine
educational secondary school of 200 students and 30 facul-ty.
Its magnificent campus consisting of 9 major academic, ath-

letic and living accommodation facilities exists today because An independent, co//ege preparatory
T065) and ni wugtees. | e Bnaham 1 (87 school of 200 students, Gould offers
T AT Pt v outed 5 (e Mo i 2 challenging curriculum with small
Gymbolize  professional approach 1o leadership development classes and a supportive faculty.
b rganzaions nd h connis fced i o gong g Founded in 1836; strong Maine
summer program I Bathel along with permanent conference roots; serious involvement with Art,
In 1968, the towns of Bethel, Andover, Newry, Greenwood Drama and the out-of-doors.

(Locke Mills) and Woodstock (Bryant Pond) joined in the for-
ma-tion of Maine School Administrative District No. 44 includ-
ing the construction of Telstar Regional High School on Rt. 26 For catalogue: E. B. Hitchcock, Box BC, Gould
one mile south of Bethel village. The School building complex K

also houses the Telstar Middle School. Elementary School Academy, Bethel, ME 04217 (207) 824-2196.
facilities are main-tained in Andover, Bethel and Woodstock.

Gilead, Albany and Upton students attend schooling in this
regional system.

Outward Bound teaches you to be aware of yourself by being
aware of what is around you. In the Bethel area, the Hurricane

Island Outward Bound School, the only US based Outward e

Bound School to offer both sea and land based programs, INSTITUTE

maintains the Mahoosuc Mountain Center in the Sunday River g

valley for wilder-ness land programs in the rugged Carter- Founded in Bethel in 1947 as the
Mahoosuc range of moun-tains which cap the valley's northern National Tramning Laborarories, NTL Institute is
end. A variety of mountain and wilderness programs are of- a nonprofit. educartional organization with
fered including a college semester program. annual conferences still held in Bethel each

summer at the NTL Confetence Center,

Additional programs are conducted

throughout the year all over the United States
and in parts of Canada.

H urricane ISland NTL is internationally recognized as a
focal agency for expenience-based
learning programs, with primarty emphasis

ﬁ:} ~ D e
[ ' on leadership development, social change,
@/ Mi E\\‘_UI'W@ {f@ = @[‘,ﬂ m and organization development

P.O. Box 9155, Rosslyn Station

Send for a compiete program brochure.
B th | For free
e e ] Catalog o Arlingron, VA 22209

and Financial Aid INSTITUTE  703/527-1500

Maine pormation

1501 Wilson Boulevard. Suite 1000

-13-

By 1980 the Bethel area proudly hosted a number of challenging educational activities as well as tra-
ditional public schools and librariesd Gould Academy, Outward Bound and NTL Institute for leadership
development



White Mountains, Ho!

A visit to the White Mountains is a must — starting
with the Wild River valley in Evans Notch, the elegant,
Puritan beauty of the white birches of Shelburne and the
majestic dominance of Mt. Washington (6,288 ft.} in Pink-
ham Notch,

Things to do include hiking, picnicking and fishing along
the Wild River, a visit to the Hastings plantation, once
a thriving logging town, and exoloring the hunting and
tishing country that Maine's most famous shopkeeper and
outdoorsman, L, L, Bean, considered one of his favorite
haunts,

In Pinkham Notch, there are three major points of
interest:  the Mount Washington Auto Road, the sight-
seeing Gondola ride at Wildcat Mountain and the Appala-
chian Mountain Clubhs Pinkham Notch Camp, The Pink.
ham Notch AMC Camp has numerous scheduled activities
throughout the summer as well as providing general hiking
and mountain camping information, To contact the camp
for information call (603} 466-2727 or write AMC Pinkham
Notch Camp, Gorham, NH 03581

The Suspension Bridge at the Roost and Wild River in Evans
Notch is a favorite spot for children who have climbed the Roost,
lunched by the stream which flows across the descending trail
and then look for other spots to explore. River swimming, other
hiking trails depart from the bridge area; public parking.

The Shelburne Birches - groves of white birch trees line Rt, 2
from Gilead, Maine through Shelburne, New Hampshire. Seasonal
changes such as the mist green of spring and the brilliant ambers
and yellows of the fall enhance their everyday beauty. Take a
camera.

-14-

PHILBROOK FARM INN

AND COTTAGES

Sketched by Mary Greenough Means

Located in the beautiful Androscoggin Valley under the shadow
of the White Mountains, where the welcome mat really says “Wel-
coma’ and the latch-string is always out for those seeking peace,
quiet and contentment in a world turned upside down,

NORTH ROAD, SHELBURNE, NH 03581
(603) 466-3831

Recommended by: “Country Inns and Back Roads'”
by Norman Simpson,

JCT.US #2- RTE. 113 GILEAD, MAINE 04217
PHONE W. BETHEL - 207-836-2300

EVANS NOTCH
MOTEL

AND COTTAGES

Explore and enjoy the
beauty of the Evans Notch.

VISA and MASTERCHARGE
-15-

West of Bethel along the Mained New Hampshire border there is the White
Mountain National Forest, Wild River hiking and climbing attractions as well as
lodging opportunities at the Evans Notch Motel and in Shelburne, NH, at Phil-

brook Farm Inn, a family institution of Innkeeping.




Grafton Notch State Park and Step Falls

Take Rt. 26 North from Bethel for approximately 14
miles to enter the park area including Screw Auger Falls
and the Appalachian Trail which offers some of the best
spots for picnicking, hiking, nature study, swimming and
general sightseeing in a mountainous environment that one
can find in western Maine. Next to the park is also located
a preserve of the Nature Conservancy, Step Falls, (H12)
on Wight Brook which is reached by a trail from Rt. 26,
look for a large white farmhouse on the right and a grassy
parking area, Private property adjoins the trail.

In the park area, besides Screw Auger Falis, a number of
other points of interest have been developed as park facili-
ties appealing to the naturalist, general sight-seer and hiker.

— Mother Walker Falls, nature walk, geological exhibit
and remains of old Grafton road and bridge abutments.

~ Moose Cave, a % mile nature walk mixed with flora
and legend.

— Spruce Meadow, a scenic picnic area with 27 picnic
sites,

— Trail _heads, for the Appalachian Trail and four local
trails: Table Rock, Eye Brow Loop, Old Speck and Bald
Pate Mountain.

— Natural History Signs explain the “Notch's" unique
evolvement from the last ice age and from the 19th century
settlement of Grafton.

Screw Auger Falls - central attraction in Grafton Notch State
Park, for picnickers, climbers, sight-seers and swimmers. A sawmill
once spanned the falls, Public parking, toilets, fireplaces and picnic
tables.

-16-

Old Speck Mountain (elev, 4,180 ft.) - seen from the Spruce
Meadow picnic area; Trail heads for climbing Old Speck, the Eye
Brow Loop (2.1 mi.) and to Table Rock (2.4 mi.) are located on
Rt. 26 between Spruce Meadow and Screw Auger Falls,

Sunday River
Inn

A country setting for your retreat, conference, meeting, reunion,
gathering, or group vacation. Catering to groups of 15 to 60 with
accommeodations, meals, program aid, guide service, etc. Let us
know your group’s needs. We would love to help you discover
and enjoy the Bethel area in any season.

For more information, contact:
Steve & Peggy Wight
Sunday River Inn
RFD 2, Box 1688 C
Bethel, Maine 04217
Tel: (207) 824-2410

-17-

Grafton Notch with Screw Auger Falls, Moose Cave, Mother Walker Falls, Spruce Meadow camping
as well as hiking on the Appalachian Trail with local trails to Table Rock and Eye Brow Loop plus Step
Falls in North Newry made up a cluster of outdoor drawing cards that have been popular since the
1850s0 In Sunday River, the Sunday River Inn hosted those vacationers who had outdoors in mind.




BROWN'S VARIETY STORE

A unique store with a variety of clothing,
footwear, yardgoods, yarn, toys, souvenirs,
housewares, sewing notions and gifts.

MAIN STREET
BETHEL, MAINE

Redwood
Motel

MOBILE GUIDE
QUALITY RATED

PHONE (207) 824-2600
TV — HOT WATER HEAT — EFFICIENCY APTS.
PAUL A. CARTER, OWNER

ROUTES 2 -5 — 26 BETHEL, MAINE 04217

EDELWEISS COUNTRY STORE

Corner of Main & Church St
A Great Place for Picnic & Hiking Supplies

CHEESE -:- ICE CREAM PARLOUR
WINE - LUNCHES
BEER -:- GOURMET SPECIALTIES

Open 7 Days 8 AM - 9 PM
Telephone: 824-2725

-18-

Charlie’s Place
Pizza & Sub Shop

Beautiful Downtown Bethel
Daily Specials

Open Daily Until 9
824-2732

Antiques & Good Reusables

Factory Outlet for
Maine Line Products

“Maine Made Gifts”

Main Street
Bethel, Maine 04217
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More names fromdBhewadrs|l Wat9&@&s St ore on Main Stree
Edel wei ss Country Store on

Route 2 in Mayvill e,

Place, pizzas galore on Main Street, and The Shop on Main Street with antiques, reusable's, and
Maine Line Products.
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An illustrated map of the aread plotting most of the important places and sights to seed graphics
that can tell you where facilities are located with respect to Bethel.




Junday river
ski resort

Box 450, Bethel, Maine 04217
(207) 824-2187

Sunday River Ski Resort has made a commitment to
providing skiers with the best alpine skiing experience you
can find in New England and that’s why SUNDAY RIVER
RATES BETTER than the competition. Sunday River has
been in the snowmaking business for twelve years and
covers 50% of its skiing terrain from top to bottom on trails
for every ability skier. Our grooming team grooms at
night and even during the day when necessary, using mo-
dern Pisten Bully vehicles and Valley Engineering groom-
ing attachments, The Mountain offers challenge to advance
skiers on bump trails like Agony and Cascades Cut-Off,
cruising trails like Sunday Punch and Lazy River for inter-
mediate skiers and the South Ridge Slopes are some of the
finest novice terrain to be found anywhere in New England.

ABm

Since its opening in 1960, Mt. Abram has
established itself, as a low key, family ski
area with a relaxed atmosphere, well known
for exceptional grooming and reasonable
rates. Mt. Abram has steadily grown adding
new alpine and cross-country trails, enlarg-
ing its base lodge and ski shop and continually
offering more skier services.

Mt, Abram - Rt. 26 - Locke Mills, ME 04255
(5 miles east of Bethel)
(207) 875-2601

Helpful Facts

INFORMATION ASSISTANCE:
By mail: Greater Bethel Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 527,
Bethel, Maine 04217
{May - Qct.}] The Gem Shop, Rt. 2, Bethel.
{June - Oct.] The Maine Publicity Bureau Information Center,
Rt. 2, Gilead,
All year: Evans Notch District Ranger Station, Rt. 2, Bethel
EMERGENCIES: Tel: 1-800-482.7433 — |Oxford County Dis:
patcher) Ambulance - Fire - Police,
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE: Bethel Area Health Center - 824-2193
(MD, PA-C, MSW, RN)
Optometrist, Dr. L. Shaw - 824.2227
Osteopath, Dr, Judy H, Shedd,
Upper Main St.
DENTISTS: John Mason, DDS - 824-3378
John Trinward, DDS - 824-2345
VETERINARIAN: Bethel Animal Hospital, Rt, 26, Bethel -
824-2212
LEGAL ASSISTANCE: Gordon M, Gillies, Attorney - 824-2588
Michael J. O'Donnsll, Attorney - 824-2486
SCHOOLS: Superintendent of Schools, MSAD #44 . 824-2185
Gould Academy - 824-2161
CHURCHES: Andover, Baethel, Bryant Pond, Locke Mills and West

Bethel, consult the Church Directory of the Bethel

Oxford County Citizen,
CLERGY: Bethel Area Clergy Association - B24-2653
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JORDAN’S RESTAURANT

Home Cooking

Open 8 AM -9 PM
Closed Wednesday

Cocktails
Rt. 26 -:- Locke Mills, ME -:- 875-3515

THE BOILER ROOM

Fine German & American Meals
in a Unique Setting

Dinner
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday

Lunch and Dinner
Sunday

The Boiler Room Restaurant and Lounge is located on Rt.
26 in Bryant Pond. For reservations call your operator,
Bryant Pond 100.
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Sunday River Ski Resort and Mt Abram give their pitch for great skiing for winter vacationsd also

see two advertisements

for | ocal eating:

Jordanos

in Bryant Pond. All key attractions of 1980-1982

Re:



Skiing

Of the eight major downhill ski areas in Maine, 25% of them are
in the Bethel area, making this area one of the best skiing vacation
centers in the Maine-New Hampshire region, Coupled with the
availability of excellent downhill skiing is the equally fine system
of cross country ski trails located at the Sunday River Ski Touring
Coanter {25 miles), the Beathel Inn Ski Touring Center {15 miles)
and at Mt. Abram {10 miles). In fact, many skiing families ski at
the Bethel area because of its plentiful and varied facilities as well
as moderate prices, when compared to other ski resorts,

In addition to the commercially operated ski areas, Gould
Academy, Telstar Regional High School and the Bethel Outing
Club maintain active ski teams for students and, on a less compe-
titive basis, introductory nordic ski programs for those youngsters
as well as adults who want to ski for fun and to improve their gen-
eral physical conditioning. Both schools maintain excellent cross
country ski trail systems, Gould Academy has a ski jumping facility
at Swan's Corner on the Sunday River Road in Bethel and both
schools use racing courses at the Sunday River Ski Area for training
and for ski meets,

Accommodations available for skiers in the Bethel area during
the ski season include old country inns, motels and increasingly
new lodges and condominiums are becoming available at the Sunday
River Ski area with a new condominium hotel planned for construce-
tion at Sunday River. In 1982, there were twelve eating spots in the
Bethel, Locke Mills and Bryant Pond area which were open for
skiers. They ranged in scope from pizza shops and family
restaurants to more traditional formal dining. Additionally, all
five country inns which served the area in 1982 operated regular
dining rooms for their guests,

Grooming crews begin work as the day's last skiers are leaving the
slopes.
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Wilderness skiing in The Sunday River area,
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1980 Skiingd all the skiing you can think of from wilderness, to downhill, cross-country and
jumping. Skiing for the handicapped and skiing for the kids. Ski jumping at Swans Corner was part of
the Gould Academy winter athletic program which attracted skiers and onlookers.




Eating Qut

Bathel Inn & Country Club - breakfast, dinner, lunch and Sunday
brunch seasonally, elegant main dining room, gollers luncheons,
cocktail lounge, On the Common, Bethel 824-2175.

The Boiler Room Restaurant & Lounge - dinners Wed. - Sit,
Sundays, lunch and dinner, German and Américan specialties,
picturesque dining overlooking Lake Christophar, Bryant Pond.
BP-100.

Bulldog Diner - breakfasts, coffee breaks, lunches, Railroad S,
Bethel, 4 AM - 1 PM, 824-2295.

Charlie’s Place - pizza, subs, daily specials, ice cream, ete. Main St,,
Bethel, 824-2732,

Edelweiss v t - hot énd cold
sandwiches, veqy Syrians, salads to go and ice cream parlour, 11 -9
daily, Main St,, Bethel, 824-2725,

Georgia's Dairy Joy Drive-ln - pizza, sandwich plates, ice cream
speciaities May to Sept, Rt. 2 west of Bethel, 824-3192,

Jordan’s Restaurant - breakfast, lunch and dinoer, home cooking,
fried clam lovers stop here, cockrails, closed Wed. Rt. 26, Locke
Mills, 875-3515,

Locke Mills Pizza Shop - pizzas, hot and cold sandwiches, camping
provisions, Locke Mills. B75-2343.

McKeen's Restaurant and Lounge - casusl dining in the lounge and
reqular menu with varied eotrees in the dining room with forest
views, [Wed, thru Sun.), Sunday River Ski Resort Rd, 824.3232,
Martha’s Restaurant - breakfast, lunch and dinner, hame cooking, a
Bethel langmark lor over thirly years 824.2171, Ciosed Mon,
Mother's - English pub style ltraditionzl for English, unigue for
Bethell pub sandwiches, appetizers, entrees, special salads and
desserts, cocktails, wide variety of imported wines and beer {by the
glassh, Main St, Bethel, 824-2589,

Mountain View Country Store - breskfast all day, camping
provisions, hot and cold sandwiches, light meals, epen daity, Wast
Bethel, 836-2708,

Philbrook Farm Inn - traditional New England dinners hame cooked
and served in family style, reservations required.  North Road,
Shelburne, NH (603} 466-3831.

The Only Place - Pizzas, light dinners, sandwiches, weekend specials,
cocktails, West Bethel, 836-3663,
The Pick and_Shove| - beer garden sty/e, hat and cold sandwiches,

light meals, cocktails, weekend entertainment. Grover Hill Rd,,
Bethel, 824-2536.

RFD #1 Restaurant - breakfast all day, selad bar, homemade soups
and pies, doily specials, catch of the day seafood platas, open 7
days, Main S1,, Bethel. 824-2810,

The Sudbury Inn - breakfast, iunch and dinner a la homecooked
hearty New England fare, pub-style cocktail lounge, weekend
entertainment. Lower PMain St., Bethel 824-2174,

For Children and Rainy Days

Rumtord Zoo - visit Higgins the Maase and his friends, the Chimp
and monkeys as well as @ number of other native and fareign animal
and bird species; camping, picnic areas, swings, etc. Complete snack
bar with hot and cald fond, Admission charge. A1 2, Rumford

Point. {(P-11]. Qpen Mid-May to November 1.
-26-

Groan and McGurn's Tourist Trap and Factary Outlet - variety of
unique Maine T-shirts featuring the Maine Coon and his companion
the laid back Moaose; wooden car madel kits, other native Maine
gifts, great stop for rainy day projects, At 2, West Bethel
(H-7).

Brown's Variety Store - a fascinating store for youngsters looking
far toys and special candy, equally interesting browsing for adults,
a Bethel mainstay for over 40 vyears. Main Street, B8ethel,
(P-1),

Laban's Sheep Farm - an authentic sheep farm that should interest
children and adult buyers locking for native grown wool for kKnitting
or weaving — the Laban’s welcome wisitars. 4 miles from Rt. 2 on
the Northwest Bethel Road, (H-8),

Blacksmith Shop/Sugar House - a1 Swan’s Corner {Sunday River
Rd.) Alden Kennett has produced many items found on the colonial
farmstead of Bethel settlers including solit rail lences, combination
blecksmith shop and sugar hous2 [with steam from the evaporator
billowing forth in season), hand hewn beams and hand made shin-
gles, (1-9),

18 Hole Mini-Golf Course - at Littlefield Beaches camping area, Rr,
26 between Locke Mills and Bryant Pond — call zhead for availa-
bility, {M-G).

Storyland and Heritage, New Hampshire - Storyland: Children’s
train ride travels through stary book c¢haracters, gamés and picnic
area, Heritage, NH has serious historical events recreated through
Disney.like animations and full size dioramas, Admission chargad,
Take Rt, 2 to Gorham - Rz, 16 south to Glen,

Moses Mason Museum - on the Commor in Bethel, primarily for
adults, includes: period house [built in 1813}, a regional archives,
plus exhibits, tours July and Avgust 1-4 PM except Mondays, Open
at anyume by appointment, (824-2908),

Steam Era Railroadiana Mussum - Bog Rd., Gilead. Primarily for
adults with interest an rallroad history and railroadiana.  maodels,
exhibits, artifects, documents — mostly from Grand Trunk Rail-
road, Open Thurs, - Sunday, Donations, (G-7).

Working Pottery Shops - Bonnema Potters in Bathel and Frewen
Dort Pattery in Bryant Pond invite wisitors to come in and waich
them at work ; potters are open daily,

Andover Earth Satellite Station

Daily from Memorial Day weekend until Labor Day, the Com-
munications Satellitea Corporation field site in Andover (0-14}
eonducts guided tours for visitors. The station is open from 9-5;
each tour lasts about 45 minutes and there is no charge, Each tour
consists of a visitor's center briefing, a film of approximately 20
minutes and a tour to the outside antenna areas and to the viewing
booth inside the “bubble”, the balloon shaped building which
houses the original hom antenna erected in 1962 for the Telstar
satellite program, forerunner of today’s communications satellites,
Information on tours during off seasons - telephone: 364-7871.

Other points of interest in the Andover area include the Lovejoy
Covered Bridge (1868) in South Andover and the Calico Crafta &
Gift Shop in Hanover, on Rt. 2 enroute to Andover from Bethsl.
Also there is the Rumford Zoo on Rt. 2 and aftar leaving Andovsr,
one can travel the East B Hill Road Northwest to Grafton Notch
for a cook out at Screw Auger Falls before returning to Bsthel on
Rt. 26, } )
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These pages cover Eating Out, For Children and Rainy Days plus a trip to visit the satellite earth

station in Andover. |
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19806s things to shop for and buy which were |l ocally
West Bethel specialized in handcrafted plaster ware, Friedendorf Pottery in Bryant Pond Village carried
the work of over sixty crafts people and what all the kids wanted and adults was a Groan and McGurn



