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The Bethel News, Wednesday, February 26, 1896 

Destructive Fire! 

The elegant residence of the late Dr. True was burned to the ground Wednesday. About nine o‘clock in the 

morning fire was discovered in the basement near the furnace and an alarm was immediately sounded.  Five 

minutes after the alarm was given the Volunteer Hose Co. was on the way to the fire and Hose Company No. 1 soon 

followed.  

The volunteers soon had a stream of water going and a heroic effort was made to save the beautiful residence 

but without success.   Before it was discovered the fire had made great headway. The house soon filled with smoke 

and the first story took fire so quickly  it made the fireman‘s work extremely dangerous. 

Dr. and Mrs. Gehring were in Portland and did not arrive in Bethel until evening. 

The True residence was built in 1856 by the late Dr. N.T. True, and has been the home of his family ever since. 

―It was a historic house, the Dr. having for some years kept a  boarding school there. Since first built by the Dr. it 

has had several modern and costly additions and was at the time of the fire one of the best appointed, most home 

like residences in the county.‖ 

―Dr. True had during his life collected a great many valuable geological specimens, rare books and curios, and 

Dr. and Mrs. Gehring had during their European travels collected many elegant and costly paintings and keepsakes, 

and the house was filled throughout with carved furniture, books, paintings, busts, vases, and all that goes to make 

a home attractive and beautiful.‖ 

A great effort was made to save the contents of the parlors and furniture in two rooms in the second story. This 

was successful but all else was destroyed.  Silverware, jewelry, etc was not saved.  

In fighting the fire, Hose Co. No. 1 had their hose fill with anchor ice.  Major True had his beard quite badly 

scorched. 

Irving Kimball was on hand with his camera and took several views of the burning building.  Some of the ladies 

thoughtfully furnished a lunch for the fireman. 

 

 

Fire destroyed the 1856 True-Gehring house on Broad Street 

Early March flooding stopped rail and mail for four days  

Bethel celebrated its centennial 

In September ground was broken for a new West Bethel church  

Gilead fire destroyed the store, stable and boarding house block of J.W. Bennett 

Planning for a Maine Musical Festival announced. 

The Academy Herald—Gould‘s Academy marks 60th anniversary 

Bethel Maine History 
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March 4, 1896  Worst  Blockade in Years 

After nearly three days of steady rain the Androscoggin had risen to a high flood stage.  The 

meadows above the toll bridge (covered bridge crossing the river into Mayville) are one vast sea of water 

while the ice is piled over the banks and on the islands.  

On the Grand Trunk, no trains have moved since Saturday (February 29). 

The January 7, 1896, Oxford Democrat printed the following article describing new county buildings on 

Western Avenue in South Paris:  

Oxford County’s new buildings at South Paris are now the official places of business of 

the county officers except regards the jail, which is not yet ready for occupancy. The buildings are of 

face brick with trimmings of granite and terra cotta. The roofs are all of slate and there is a basement 

under all buildings. 

The buildings were constructed by Joseph Philbrook or Lisbon – an old contractor who has built some 

of the best buildings in the state. The steam heating plant and plumbing was handled by W. E. Austin of 

Norway. 

On the first floor are the county offices and the grand jury room.  On the right as you enter is the probate 

office and a connecting room for a records vault. Behind the probate office vault is the registry of deeds 

with a connecting vault and in the rear corner is the county treasurer‘s office. All rooms have 11 foot 

ceilings. 

On the south side of the corridor in front is the county commissioners‘ office and behind it with 

connecting double roll doors is the office of the clerk of courts with its connecting vault; behind this is 

the grand jury room with a small waiting room for witnesses. 

A stairway at each end of the main hallway/corridor goes up to the second floor which is occupied by the 

Supreme Court room. This room is 48 by 52 feet and is 19 feet high. In the center a large dome rises 

above the ceiling.  The judge‘s desk is at the west end of the room and the public enters from the other 

end.  On the east end a jury room connected to the court room and a gallery for spectators.  On the west 

end is the judge‘s chamber and a library. 

A corridor connects the court house with the jail and jailer‘s residence.  The residence is 34 by 40 with 

four large rooms on each floor.  The jail is 34 by 48 and will be supplied with eight cells giving a capacity 

of thirty-two prisoners and this can be doubled by adding another story to the building. 

The jailer can lock and unlock cells without going in where the prisoners are or giving them a chance to 

―get at‖ him. 

The buildings are heated by steam supplied from a boiler in the basement of the court house and all the 

rooms have radiators.  Lighting is by electricity and there are about ninety incandescent lamps installed.  

There are several toilet rooms and water is supplied by the Norway water works. 

 Bethel Creamery Manager A. 

Tilton left the creamery to be 

replaced by a Mr. Greene from 

Rockland.  Here the creamery 

stands behind Crockett’s auto 

garage in a late 1920’s photo.  In 

1937 the  creamery building was 

torn down and replaced with 

Gould Academy’s field house. 

Bethel News Advertisement 1896 



BETHEL 

Arden Tilton the manager of the Bethel Creamery will leave the first of February. A Mr. Greene of Rockland will 

be he new manager. 

Bethel‘s traders have agreed to close their stores at 8 PM every evening except Saturday to give the merchants and 

their clerks more time off. 

John Philbrook and family have moved into their elegant new house on Main Street. The Bethel Chair Company 

has vacated the rink and moved into Odd Fellows Block.  The Rialto was opened for roller skating Friday evening. 

It will also be used for bicycle riding and good music will be furnished. 

Dr. and Mrs. Gehring and their son George (Farnsworth) are staying at the Stewart in Portland. 

February 

The Odd Fellows propose to build an extension to their block to accommodate the chair factory business. At 

present the upholstering is done in the shop formerly occupied by Goddard Bros. 

The ell of Mr. James Bartlett‘s house in Mayville was discovered to be on fire. The family was all away.  

Unfortunately the house was too far from any hydrant for the fire department to be of any service, and the house 

and barn burned. The contents of the house were saved and nearly all of the contents from the barn. 

A week after the True-Gehring house fire, The Bethel News ran a front page article about the subscription 

campaign started to buy a new fire bell.  At noon on the day of the first announcement, $58 had been raised by 

donations from eleven citizens, $5.00 being the common amount given by donors. 

About fifty couples attended a grand concert and ball given by the village fireman to raise funds for a new fire bell. 

The Bethel Reading Room (in Odeon Hall) has been closed for an indefinite period.  And Judge Woodbury has 

sold twenty tons of pressed hay to Mr. Staples of Gilead. 

On Wednesday, February 19, relatives and friends of Mr. and Mrs. John Philbrook gathered in the Philbrook‘s 

elegant new home to witness the marriage of the Philbrook‘s daughter Edith Philbrook and Dr. Frank Brown of 

South Portland, formerly of Bethel.  Rev. Israel Jordan, pastor of the Congregational Church performed the 

ceremony. 

Farmers are signing up to plant corn for the corn factory this spring.  In fund raising, $69 was collected by 

different societies for the relief of the Armenians.  Gould Academy students put on an evening of entertainment of 

drama and music at Odeon Hall: Names of some of the performers included Joan Stearns, Fred Merrill, Robert 

Foster, Will Bryant, Percy Bartlett, Cornelia French, Bertha Wiley, Alice Carter, Miss Alice Purington, Florence 

Carter, Edwin Gehring, Miss Eva Twaddle, and Ethel Richardson. 

Rev. Israel Jordan had read his letter of resignation as pastor of the Congregational Church. 

More about the Gehring fire—Dr. and Mrs. Gehring were in Portland where they had  been on account of 

sickness. The family are now at the ―Elms.‖  Dr. and Mrs. Gehring will spend March in Cleveland, Ohio and will 

return to make plans for re-building. 

In March the tennis club met at the Elms to extend a welcome home to Mrs. Gehring and to congratulate Edwin 
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Gehring upon his twentieth birthday and to Norman Gehring regrets at his approaching journey to his Cleveland 

home. 

On March 17 it was reported that the Gehrings will go to Portland for one week before leaving for Cleveland; they 

plan to return in May to attend to building a new home. 

The Bethel News was not published the week of March 3 on account of the work on the town reports. 

In March 10 news, the Democrat‘s reporter wrote that Bethel joined the rest of the state in being flooded but the 

real damage done to property was comparatively light. Owing to the rain, there were no church services.  On 

Monday, a few gathered at Odeon Hall for town meeting, but after Hon. A.E. Herrick was elected Moderator and 

L.T. Barker elected clerk the meeting adjourned for one week. 

Mr. Charles Davis, the stage driver, from Bethel to Upton, walked eighteen miles to bring the mails during the 

freshet. 

We learn that Mark Chandler was station agent in Bethel at this time.  A social dance was held at the Rialto (now 

that the chair factory had vacated the building) on Friday evening. 

Mr. C.S. York has gone to Augusta where he will be an attendant at the state insane asylum. 

There were three ice jams between Rumford Center and Bethel Hill due to the freshet. 

Bethel Village Corporation has elected officers for the year as follows: G.R. Wiley, Clerk; H.C. Andrews, J.U. 

Purington and J.C. Billings, Assessors; E.C. Park, Treasurer; R.A. Frye, Auditor and LH Barker, Collector.  It was 

voted to raise about $1600 to use in the interest of the village corporation. 

The Bethel News reported on March 11 that Almon T. Rowe, Esq., had sent a check for $25  to J.G. Rich to be 

presented to the Bethel Fire Department towards the new bell they are about to purchase.  Also Sunday‘s mail 

train brought all the leading New England newspapers.  

 The following regular boarders are now installed at the Lovejoy (Bethel) House- Dr. and Mrs. Gehring, George H. 

Farnsworth, Mrs. S.W. True, Miss Mary H. True, Miss Lillian True, Mr. A. M. True, Mr. E. W. Simpson, Mr. 

Edwin Gehring, Mr. Arthur B. Turner, Mr. Lawrence Marshall, Norman Gehring, Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Barrows, 

Eben Kilborn, A.S. Greene, Bertha Salisbury, Clarence Salisbury, Mrs. John K. Salisbury. 

Arrangements to welcome the new pastor to the Congregational Church were under way – including a clam and 

oyster supper prepared and served by the gentlemen of the parish. Dr. Tuell was chef for the occasion.  There was 

entertainment after supper and the Bethel Art Club ―gave some remarkable productions.‖ 

News for March 24 noted that the Gould Academy Athletic Assoc had elected new officers: President, Robert 

Foster; Vice President, F.P. Bartlett; Secretary, Alonzo Chapman; Treasurer, George Merrow; Executive 

Committee, W.C. Bryant, Harold Stanley, and Fred Merrill. 

Also in the March 24 news was an item about coming entertainment at Odeon Hall.  Three young ladies from 

London, England will appear on stage.  They will give scenes and acts from Shakespearian plays in costume, 

selections from English comedies and dramatic and humorous recitals.  Gould Academy will receive part of the 

proceeds as the appearance is given under the auspices of the students. 

By the April 7 newspaper it was reported that Dr. and Mrs. Gehring were in Cleveland with friends. 

April 28 news from the Democrat said that on Tuesday several Bethel village people went to Norway to attend the 

opera and came home feeling pleased.  Apparently Dr. Johnson a former Gould Academy principal is the owner 

and promoter of the Norway opera. On Friday of this week an exhibition of drawing was given at Gould Academy 

by Mr. Smith (?); a sizable group from the grammar school visited the exhibition. 

A special news item the April 28th edition said that the new Bethel fire-bell has been put into place. 

May 5 news covered a number of Bethel village events.  Schools in town began last Monday.  The Ladies Club 

met at the home of Mrs. J.B. Chapman.  Thursday the I.O.G.T met to elect officers for the quarter beginning May 



1.  The Columbian Club held its last meeting of the season at the home of Mrs. A.E. Herrick. The club will study 

Grecian History when it resumes meeting in September.  The Maine superintendent of homes for homeless 

children came to Bethel to bring two little boys from the orphan‘s home in Portland to Mr. and Mrs. Peter 

Wheeler. And Friday evening the ―May Night entertainment‖ was presented at Odeon Hall under the direction of 

Mrs. E.C. Rowe.  The program included ―Twining the May Pole‖ by little girls. Tuesday evening the Shamrock and 

Rose will be played at Odeon Hall. Pomona Grange will meet with Bethel Grange on Tuesday.  Mr. E. W. Whitney 

has been to Saco to place a monument upon the lot of Dr. C.D. Hill. 

During the following week in Bethel, reported in the May 19 Democrat, the various centennial committees 

were busy perfecting their plans.  The Lucier‘s Minstrels put on a show at Odeon Hall – a company that always 

draws a full house.  Gould Academy‘s baccalaureate service was held at the Congregational Church with the 

sermon preached by Rev F. E. Barton, pastor of the Universalist Church. 

Cornelia French was valedictorian and Joan Stearns salutatorian for Gould Academy‘s 1896 

commencement program held at Odeon Hall on May 21.  Fred Merrill, a member of the ‘96 graduating class, 

will enter Bowdoin College in the fall. 

On May 29th the Oxford County Teachers‘ Association met at Gould Academy.  Speakers for the program 

included A.E. Herrick of Bethel who gave the welcome, Helen Faunce, Norway; James S. Hutchins, Locke‘s 

Mills, Miss Alice Purington, Gould Academy, Bethel, Miss Twombly, Bethel. Other presenters were from South 

Paris, Norway and Rumford Falls.  Some of the topics presented were Arithmetic in Rural Schools, Teaching 

Excises in Language, Methods in Teaching Literature, Geography, Should We Have Written Examinations in 

Rural Schools, Teaching of English Grammar and The Ideal School. 

Memorial services were held in the Congregational Church under the direction of the Brown Post, G.A.R. 

From the June 2 Democrat this news is reported: the program for the Bethel centennial is completed.  Mrs. 

Gehring gave a reception at the Bethel House for the honor of four Tennis Club members who recently 

graduated from Gould Academy. A St. Louis firm is in Bethel sending out teams who are selling ‗Home 

Comfort Steel Range‘ units. 

June 2: The merry-go-round ordered for Bethel‘s centennial celebration has arrived and is set up on the 

Odd Fellows lot and has been started up to the delight of the children.  Judge Whitman of Norway was a 

featured speaker at the W.C.T.U.‘s recent meeting.  The judge‘s speech answered the three main arguments put 

forth by opponents of prohibition – 1. Prohibition deprives a man of his personal rights. 2. It cannot be 

enforced. 3. It interferes with business. 

In the June 16 Democrat, Bethel‘s reporter wrote that Bethel has already begun on its second century and 

the same quiet and dignity reigns that marked it before.  Only the merry-go-round is left of the gay celebration 

of Wednesday except the pleasant memories that will linger long and lovingly.  From Newry- Everybody went 

to the centennial at Bethel Wednesday. The weather was threatening but people say the entertainment was a 

success. West Bethel‘s correspondent reported that the day‘s weather turned out beautifully after a threatening 

weather in the morning. The vast throng of people seemed to enjoy every moment of time and every exercise – 

much patronized merry-go-round and the sumptuous dinner in the hall.  ―A happier or more orderly throng of 

people never trod the streets of out town than on that occasion. No sign of intoxication to mar the pleasures of 

the day. 

The reading circle formed by the teachers in our town is doing very good work and by this meeting to read 

and discuss the topics connected with their work will be much helped in their teaching. 

At a June W.C.T.U meeting there were strong arguments given in favor of women‘s suffrage.  Also Deputy 

Sheriffs Wormell and Penley were given a vote of appreciation for their efforts to keep the centennial 

celebration a quiet and sober event. 



Miss Mary True, daughter of the late Dr. True, has declined an offer to be 

superintendent of all schools for the deaf in Chicago and has decided to 

remain here.  

On June 23rd, Oxford County Republicans  held the first convention to meet 

in the new court house at South Paris. Delegates from Bethel included Eben 

Kilborn, Henry Farewell, N.F. Brown and  E.B. Shaw. 

A June fire destroyed the house and barn of Jacob Annis.    Nearly all the 

furniture  in the house was saved.  Friends expressed sympathy to Mr. and 

Mrs. Annis who were enjoying their retirement.  

Also in the same week, schools had closed on Friday.  On Thursday 

parents and friends were invited to a graduation ceremony for Miss Bertha 

Twombly‘s class. The event was planned by the teacher to emphasize the 

importance of completing a grade and preparing for the next higher one.   

There were twenty one girls and boys in Miss Twombly‘s class.  Class colors were blue and white.  The 

graduation program consisted of music and essays.  The reporter gave an opinion that other teachers should take 

note.  

Gould Academy:  Professor Small has accepted a position at Washington  Academy with a flattering salary.  

Friends of Mr. Small regret his decision not to return to Gould.  

 

ALBANY             

In May 26 news from the Democrat: The Congregational parish are at work finishing off a kitchen in connection 

with the vestry which will be a great improvement. H.O. Wilbur is pushing work on his barn which will be quite 

an addition to Hunt‘s Corner. Charles Johnson has moved his family from Bethel to the Corner. He occupies the 

Barrows house‘; Johnson has been hired to work part time on the George Cummings farm. Miss Grace Bartlett of 

Bethel has the school at the Corner; thanks to our superintendent for furnishing us with such an instructor. 

All families from around here were represented at the centennial at Bethel June 10th. 

 

EAST BETHEL         

April 28 news from the Democrat reported that Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Twitchell will move to Hanover where he 

will open business in the Knapp Store.  Walter Bartlett and his sister Elsie have gone to Lowell, Mass., for the 

summer. Mr. and Mrs. O. Twitchell will leave their farm at this place and move to Gorham, NH, for the summer. 

May 5 news from East Bethel reported in the Democrat noted that farmers have started spring planting, peas, 

potatoes, etc.  School began on April 27. Mr. J.S. Hutchings is the instructor; he boards at his home in South 

Bethel.  G.K. Hastings has been appointed highway surveyor of this district. 

May 26, Democrat:  Mr. and Mrs. Fred Cole of Washington, D.C., are visiting at his father‘s in this place. Miss 

Rose Kimball is assisting her brother, Irving Kimball, in his photograph studio in Bethel village. 

June 2 news from the Democrat told of the farm buildings of S. F. Esters that were totally destroyed by a fire on 

May 23. Only a small collection of household goods and farm tools were saved. 

April 28 news from the Democrat reported that Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Twitchell will move to Hanover where he 

will open business in the Knapp Store.  Walter Bartlett and his sister Elsie have gone to Lowell, Mass., for the 

summer. Mr. and Mrs. O. Twitchell will leave their farm at this place and move to Gorham, NH, for the summer. 

May 5 news from East Bethel reported in the Democrat noted that farmers have started spring planting, peas, 

potatoes, etc.  School began on April 27. Mr. J.S. Hutchings is the instructor; he boards at his home in South 
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Bethel.  G.K. Hastings has been appointed highway surveyor of this district. 

May 26, Democrat:  Mr. and Mrs. Fred Cole of Washington, D.C., are visiting at his father‘s in this place. Miss 

Rose Kimball is assisting her brother, Irving Kimball, in his photograph studio in Bethel village. 

June 2 news from the Democrat told of the farm buildings of S. F. Esters that were totally destroyed by a fire on 

May 23. Only a small collection of household goods and farm tools were saved. 

From the June 23rd Democrat news reported is that Merrill Bartlett is making repairs to his buildings and will  be 

connecting his stable to his house and barn.  

 

GRAFTON 

January  Aqueducts nearly all frozen and this weather is trying cellars badly. Many have to have fires in the 

cellar. The oldest inhabitants say this is the coldest week in Maine ever without snow.  With lack of snow 

Wentworth Bros have to drag their timber to the landing to load on the cars instead of two-sledding it. 

The June 16 news from Grafton tells that the steel range company of St. Louis seems to have taken the country by 

storm. They make many sales in the rural towns. Some set aside good stoves to give these a place.  A large 

delegation went to Bethel to attend the celebration from this and towns above here. 

MASON 

January  There were over 1,000 cords of timber cut in town and waiting for sledding to haul it to the river and 

mills. Farmers are cutting their ice in the last part of January – over a foot thick and very clear.  Also at the end of 

January we hear that Charles Dunham is on the sick list – he has been consulting a physician out of Bethel.  

Arthur Morrill has over five hundred cords of timber cut in the woods and has a crew cutting – some hustling 

when snow comes. 

May 5 news from Mason reported in the Democrat included these items: A.S. Bean has his spruce pulp wood all 

out of this town and is now driving the Albany Brook.  Presiding Elder J.A. Corey of Auburn preached at the 

church Monday evening.  There were two Frenchmen in town looking for working oxen last week. They were from 

Gilead.  Dr. Twaddle from Bethel is seen in town almost daily.  Dan Watson from Norway bought a yoke of oxen 

from Arthur Morrill. 

June 9 news in the Democrat noted that George Merrow of West Bethel was in town to get up a club of cyclists to 

make a run of 100 miles or more taking in the towns of Berlin, Errol, Upton, Andover and Rumford with a return 

to West Bethel. 

News in the June 23rd Democrat related that several  from Mason went to the Bethel centennial celebration and 

that  in several instances  whole families went by riding in their hayracks.  Also the Mason road commissioner is 

repairing the ―highways‖ by blasting out boulders and grading with the road machine. 

 

LOCKE MILLS 

News from the Democrat in the February 25 paper reported that E.L. Tebbetts is having a telephone put in the 

spool mill, mill office, grist mill and store to the Grand Trunk depot. 

Democrat of June 23rd reported that Walter Rand has done some improvement work on his store by putting two 

large windows in the front. 

NEWRY 

January and February 

The Democrat has sent me a package of post cards but since the New Year has come it is debatable in my own 

mind whether to continue report news weekly. (Writer unidentified.) No snow yet but plenty of ice, brooks have 



overflowed and only sharp shod horses can get around. Last week the writer was at work night and day to keep his 

aqueduct running with help from his wife. The waste way at the barn has frozen up and the barn yard is fast 

becoming a skating rink. End of January saw J.J. Spinney go back to his spruce job on Sunday River. 

News from the April 28 Democrat reported that M.L. Thurston has got the logs out of Bear River and Jim Spinney 

has got them out of Sunday River. Joe and Jim Spinney and a lot more of the Newry boys have gone to Ellis River 

to drive for Thurston.  Leslie Mason has had a crew on Stearns Brook trying to get out his poplar. It has already 

lain there a number of years and chances do not look good for getting it out this season. 

Newry news for the May 5 Democrat covered these items:  Philbrook and Hastings are paying good prices for veal 

calves. J.S. Brown sold his lambs to H.S. Hastings for $3.50 each. J.A. Thurston is running his mill at the Corner 

night and day for the present.  J.S. Allen intends to start his meat cart next week.  Neally Thompson was injured 

on the drive (this spring) and now he has a bout of rheumatism. 

On May 19 the Democrat reported that David Vail has left the Stearns place in this town and moved to Grafton. 

June 9 news from the Democrat has this item. Nahum Frost has bought back his old place (near the Powers 

Cemetery)  in this town of J.F. Coolidge and will move  back at once. 

 

NORTHWEST BETHEL 

In the May 5 Democrat this news came in for the week:  H.B. Chapman will move his family to Bethel Hill soon.  

The Jonathan Tyler family has moved back to their old home on the bank of the river. Some person or persons 

with more muscle than brains removed gates and strewed wood promiscuously one night recently. 

RUMFORD 

The May 5 Democrat reported these items from Rumford for the week:  The (Androscoggin) river has fallen back 

into its natural channel and the people feel safe for a while.  What is the cause of all this trouble we have had with 

high water in the past year? I have lived beside this river for fifty years and never saw anything like it until and 

since the dam was built at the Falls.  George Elliott had to abandon his farm. He was afraid of being drowned. And 

others may be obliged to leave their homes for places of safety.  The Rumford Falls Times says the town ought to 

raise the grade of the highway in places where the water shuts off all travel several times a year. 

RUMFORD FALLS 

Rumford Falls jewelers sell Mount Mica tourmalines set in Byron gold – and Oxford County combination. 

WEST BETHEL            

Reported in the Democrat of February 18, A.S. Bean was having his grist mill repaired. It had been almost 

impossible recently to get meal from the mill when it was wanted. 

The Pleasant Valley Grange met in their hall for a regular meeting to install officers:  Master- Charles Dunham; 

Secretary-E.M. Mason and Lecturer – E.G. Wheeler.  One of our octogenarians told me this week that he did not 

remember a year when we had so little sleighing the middle of January as we have had the present winter. 

In the March 10 Democrat, West Bethel‘s correspondent wrote that the early March flood was one of the most 

destructive on record. In more than fifty years that I have lived on this road I have never known four days in 

succession in which no team has passed as was the case from Sunday to Wednesday inclusive and now the road to 

near-by Mason is impassable due to high water. Bethel town meeting has not been heard from in this section. 

On March 24, news reported that heavily loaded teams have been crossing the Androscoggin River on the ice 

during the past week.  Nathan G. Mills of Mason is often seen on the road looking for calves to raise for veal.  Last 

ear he sold 116, and keeps about ten cows for that purpose.  Sewall Walker and Hazen Lowell are hauling birch for 

Fred Edwards of Bethel from near Albany line to this village, a distance of about four miles.  L.D. Grover is getting 

out spruce to sell to Burgess Sulphite Company,  Berlin, NH, and intends to load two cars with bolts two feet in 



length. 

April 7 news from the Democrat notes that Charles Dunham, who had been ill for some time, is very much 

improved in health.  Vera Merrill is attending Gould Academy.  Leon Tyler has been hauling logs to Bethel and 

having them sawed into boards to roof his barn. He intends to shingle it with short shingles.  L. B. Brackett is 

home on vacation from Bates for a few days. 

April 28 news from West Bethel brought up how the assessors are engaged in assessing a highway tax, a piece of 

folly which staid old towns like ours sometimes fall into for some reason, real or fancied.  I think that one key 

point in its favor this year is that last summer the roads were very dusty.  The road machine came in for quite a 

little condemnation at the annual meeting and it will probably be laid by about the time that mowing machines 

and horse rakes are, but enough until next March meeting.  Eddie Smith picks up 150 eggs per day from 275 hens. 

The Democrat‘s West Bethel news for May 5 included these items:  Leon Tyler has shingled the north side of his 

barn roof. A.W. Grover was in this place to deliver fruit trees.  George A. Grover has tapped his frozen aqueduct 

south of the road and has succeeded in obtaining water.  John Barker is putting an addition on his barn. H.W. 

Verrill has prepared and housed his year‘s stock of wood.  G.B. Lowell has sowed rye and early peas. 

Writing for the June 16 Democrat, West Bethel‘s reporter says  A.S. Bean‘s store is a busy place. He employs two 

male clerks while his wife and her sister attend to the calls of lady customers. More stores are needed in this 

village. 

WILSON’S MILLS 

The bridge at John Olson‘s has gone out twice during the last fortnight and replaced both times on account of the 

supply teams – showing the great necessity of a good bridge at that point. 

News dated March 31, John Olson has finished logging. 

From the Democrat in April 1896: Emery Haley and Clark Hill of Rangeley were in town Monday enroute to 

Camp Caribou and outlying camps on an inspection tour as to making repairs and furnishings for the coming 

season.  Mr. Haley is now the manager for the Parmachenee Club, as the old manager, John S. Danforth has 

resigned, built a house and settled in Errol, NH. 

On the  23rd of June the Democrat reported that F.W. Estabrook and Master Winthrop Estabrook  were in town 

Saturday enroute to  Parmachenee Lake. John Olson and R.A. Storey are his guides. 

SUNDAY RIVER 

June 17, 1896 Bethel News 

Leonard Leavitt has gone to Magalloway.  O.P. Littlehale is building a new barn.  Jotham Chapman (Mayville) 

is painting C.B. Foster‘s new barn.  Mr. Fred Atherton and wife of Portland, arrived in town last Friday.  Mrs. 

Mary  Bean and Fred Bean were visiting at C. D. Bean recently.  Nathan Frost has purchased and moved to the 

farm recently owned by J. F. Coolidge. Richard M. Williamson went to North Newry, last week to assist in making 

the money tax.  Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ames and little daughter visited their father James F. Eames last Sunday.  

T. F. Hastings was in this section last week in the interest of the Buckeye Mowing Machine.  Greenleaf Emery, 

Mrs. Sarah Jackson and Richard M. Williamson have each purchased a Home Comfort Range. 

The Democrat for June 30th reported that O.P. Littlehale has had his old barn pulled down. His new barn will 

have a cellar under the whole building.  The split stone foundation is already in place.  Mrs. C.A. Baker  of 

Methuen, Mass., is at her old home, James Eames.   She has her little daughter Helen. 

Oxford Democrat Sunday River News 1896 

January 28 

Wanted: a good snowstorm. Business here is at a standstill.  Loren Trask hurt one of is horses badly getting out 

birch. 



March 10 

Winter is not going to rot in the skies this way!  Thurston‘s mill is running with plenty to do. Business is lively. 

Lots of spruce has been hauled to the river bank and birch to the mill yard. Our schools closed and had good 

teachers that pleased all. Miss Locke has thirty chickens doing well.  The rain has made a bad mess of roads and 

broken up the rivers. 

April 28 

The sugar season was short and sweet.  A busy time now painting and repairing. Mr. (Richard M.) Williamson has 

painted his house. Loren Trask is taking down the old school house (new one built in 1895 – Lower Sunday River 

School).  Andrew Jackson has started for the west.  Mrs. Powers of Rumford is housekeeper for John Eames.  

Schools commence the first Monday in May- Miss Hastings is teacher in No. 1 (Upper) and Miss Littlehale in No. 

3 (Lower).  Mr. Spinney‘s drive is out of Sunday River. 

June 2 

The crows are digging up corn. Joe Spinney is working for Robert Foster.  Mr. Frost has sold his farm to Charles 

Bean.  Julian Stowe has moved to Swan‘s Corner.  Tracy Littlehale is home from Charlestown, Mass., where he 

works most of the yea. Andrew Jackson has returned home from Arkansas. Margaret Spinney died the 26th (of 

May). 

September 8 

The summer company is homeward bound. Fifteen left Miss Locke‘s last Friday. A party of natives went up on Old 

Speckle Mountain last week and returned with a lot of cranberries. Mr. Jack Denney cut his foot badly while 

working for Will Williamson.  The bears are with us still and are  busy thinning out the flocks of sheep.  They must 

be old settlers for they are hard to catch. The farmers are getting in their grain, a good crop.  Mrs. Trask has just 

returned from a trip to Roxbury. 

September 15 

A hard frost spoiled the looks of things this way.  Beans and corn suffered the most.  The potato crop will be light.  

Margaret Williamson has been very sick. Her daughter Annie is at home taking care of her.  Loren Trask is driving 

a meat cart. He bought out Mr. Allen.  Andrew Jackson got the premium for the best span of horses pulling at the 

Bethel Fair; Mr. Emery for the  best spring calves.  Mr. and Mrs. Ellis and son have left here last week for their 

home in Boston- Mr. Foster and family for Everett, Mass. 

October 13 

The sheep owners have had to get their sheep off of Merrill Hill. The bears are destroying them. Mr. Kendall has 

all he can do to in cider mill. Julian Stowe has moved into the Power‘s house. Walter Emery has sold his house to 

Mr. (JA) Thurston. Miss Hastings and Mrs. Atherton took a trip to Hop City and Camp Bemis (probably on the 

Rangeley Lakes and Rumford Falls Railroad from Rumford Falls). Mrs. Monk of Errol, NH, is with her sister, 

Mrs. Kendall.  Mr. Thurston is building a new mill (at Swan‘s Corner?). The remains of Mr. Foster, formerly of 

JOHN M PHILBROOK 

 

In 1896 he was elected to the Board of 

County Commissioners. The Philbrook 

family moved into their elegant new house 

on Main Street. He was probably the most 

active livestock dealer Bethel ever knew. 

Almost weekly he made trips to the 

Brighton livestock market in Boston with a 

carload of stock for market.  He was a 

trustee of the Bethel Savings Bank and 

Gould Academy.  Philbrook owned a large 

farm in North Bethel on Sunday River. 



this place, were brought here for burial Sunday. 

November 24 

A lot of spruce and birch is being cut here. Mr. Moore has a crew on the side of Black Mountain. Mr. (Richard) 

Williamson has taken the job hauling. The winter schools have commenced, Misses Barker and Littlehale 

teachers.  Everett Brown is making the foxes scarce. He caught one that weighed 10 pounds.  Hunters are more 

plenty than game.  Mr. Kendall has made 110 barrels of cider this fall in his mill. 

December 15 

The teamsters want snow. Mr. Godwin is sick and confined to the house. 

 

NAMES IN THE NEWS    

JOHN M. PHILBROOK 

John M. Philbrook of Bethel, who will succeed Col. W. W. Whitmarsh on the Board of County Commissioners, is 

one of the best known men in the county. He is a native of Shelburne, NH, where he was born in 1840. Mr. 

Philbrook came to Bethel in 1863 and for thirty-three years has been one of her leading and influential citizens.  

Until last fall, Mr. Philbrook has resided on his farm about four miles from the village (where the Bethel-Rumford 

road crosses Sunday River). 

Mr. Philbrook is a cattle broker as well as a farmer and has done an immense business in this line for many years.  

He ships from twelve to fifteen hundred veals and four or five hundred cattle to the Brighton (near Boston) 

market yearly, besides buying and selling many cattle among farmers and lumbermen.  Last summer he erected 

one of the finest residences in the county in Bethel, which he is now occupying.  Mr. Philbrook represented the 

Bethel district in the Maine legislature three years ago.  He is a gentleman of wide experience and exceptional 

business ability and will make an able county commissioner. 

 

The Bethel News 

July 1, 1896 

John Philbrook has his new stable (for new home on Main St.) up and boarded in.  Dr. J. G. Gehring 

has the foundation for his new residence nearly completed.  Also Dr. Gehring has a most beautiful bed 

of peonies. Fred Merrill has passed his exams at Bowdoin so that he will enter the college in September.  

Don‘t forget the races at Riverside Park on the 4th of July.  Bicycle races will open the day‘s events. 

Regarding telephone service:  Last Saturday, Judge Woodbury received a call from his nephew 

Arthur Woodbury of Waltham, Mass and a Mr. Saunders of Washington, D.C.  C.C. Bryant has some 

ripe tomatoes and green peas are appearing.  E.C. Park picked peas from his garden yesterday. Mr. R. 

E. L. Farwell had a lot of the finest strawberries on the market; they were from Mr. Grover‘s fruit farm 

in West Bethel—fine flavor and color.  Last week, a party of thirteen young people took a hayrack ride 

to Songo Pond for a picnic, fun and frolic. 

A class of twenty-one boys and girls of Miss Twombly‘s room were promoted to Grammar School 

with a regular graduation program.  The students  felt the dignity of their graduation and their 

responsibilities.  The  Bethel Library reported having 367 books due to support from the town meeting 

and personal gifts—the collection includes many excellence reference works on history, literature and 

natural history. The Bethel W.C.T.U. held a meeting in Garland Chapel. 

Sunday River:  Mr. C.B. Foster who is in business in Charlestown, Mass., is taking a two months 



vacation with his family (near Artist Bridge). 

July 8, 1896 

The 4th of July races:  Owing to bad weather and the unusual attraction at Norway the crowd was 

less than expected.  

Bicycle races—novice 1/2 mile. First was Ernest Demeritt, second, George Merrow, third, A.P. 

Holman of South Paris.  Half mile boys race:  First,  Robert Bisbee; second, George H. French and 

third, Geo P. Ryerson.  1 mile amateur: First, E.M. Sweet, South Paris; second, Walter Lawrence; third, 

Ernest Demeritt.  Half mile amateur: First, E.M. Sweet; second, Walter Lawrence and third, Otis E. 

Baker.  

The afternoon horse racing was rated as the park‘s best ever.  

Class 3.00 race, purse $75, First, Nellie Bly, owner J.M. Johnson; second, King, owner H.S. 

Hastings; and third, Norland, owner William Gregg.  

2.35 Class: Purse $100, First, Belle Wilkes, owner F.S. Smith, second, Robenia, owner W.R. 

Chapman. 

2.28 Class, Purse $100, first,  Hector Boone, owner J.C. Swasey; second, Stamen Patron, owner W.R. 

Chapman. 

We want to congratulate Mr. Chapman on his new stallion, Stamen Patron. His breeding was so 

great that much was expected from him, but we had no idea he was such a race horse. We cannot 

remember seeing so much speed from any stallion except Nelson, Bayard Wilkes and Nichols, as this 

wonderful little horse showed going to the half in 1.13 on muddy track in third heat and it was very 

evident that when he jogged under the wire in the second heat in 2.32 that he could have trotted the 

heat in 25, had Merrill made a drive for it. Many thought he should have had the third heat and race. 

It is very much to the credit of the association that they did not declare the race off on account of the 

bad weather.  

S.N. Buck will sell the balance of his bicycles and sundries regardless of cost. 

Letter from California:  

In 1883, Mrs. Emily J. Valentine (older sister of William Rogers Chapman) whose early home was in  

Bethel arrived in Los Angeles, California where she opened the Los Angeles Conservatory of Music and 

Art.  At the  time she arrived the population was about 15,000 and now in 1896 it has grown to 

100,000. The institution she opened has grown in step with the population.  Her family consists of 

three sons and two daughters.  The older three are teachers at the conservatory: two daughters teach 

piano and son Charles Valentine teaches violin—he also teaches violin at Pomona College, Claremont. 

Charles is a nephew of William R. Chapman of New York, whose summer home is in Bethel. Charles 

will be in Bethel for the Centennial on June 10th and will stay with relatives.  Afterwards he will sail 

from Portland to Europe where he will remain for several years of musical study.   

From this letter, Mrs. Valentine‘s younger sister  (Mary), Mrs. Jacob Horton, who for many years 

made her home in Bethel at her mother‘s homestead  (in Mayville) who is a well known  vocalist and 

skilled in nearly all of the fine arts, moved to California in 1892 with her family of three children. After 

a year of musical work, Mrs. Horton purchased a ranch of about ten acres of fruit trees and several 

varieties of berries near Lordsburg (in Los Angeles County). 



 

July 15, 1896 

Mrs. William Rogers Chapman invited members of the Tennis Club and a few neighboring guests to 

spend last Thursday evening at the Chapman mansion in Mayville to meet Mr. Charles Valentine of 

California. ―The hospitable doors of this socially famous house were thus opened to a new generation of 

guests who found themselves walking into enchantment as they found themselves walking on Persian 

rugs, passed beneath silken draperies, rested upon the softest of couches and gazed upon fine paintings 

and interesting souvenirs of famous musicians.  The flower decked rooms were filled with beautiful bric

-a-brac; and world-renowned faces looked down from the walls as though they were saying, ‗We too, 

are friends of the Chapmans‘.‖ 

Guests of honor, Mrs. Emily Valentine and Mr. Charles  Valentine were presented. Entertainment 

included a piano duet by Miss True and Miss Cornelia Chapman; piano solos by Miss Eames and Miss 

Twaddle. Mrs. Valentine, the star of the evening gave two numbers for the violin.  

______________________________________________________________ 

John Philbrook and family have closed their home in the village for two weeks or more and have 

gone out to their farm to do their haying. (Photo above) Hastings Bros report sales of seventeen 

mowing machines for the present season.  The Grand Trunk will run an excursion train every Sunday 

through July and August to Portland. The fare from Bethel will be $1.00 for the round trip. Train 

departs from Bethel at 7:11 AM and leaves Portland for the return trip at 6:00 PM.  

West Bethel:  Last Sunday there was a fire in the barn of A.S. Bean opposite the school house. The 

A.P. Ladd and Will Griffin families lived in the adjoining house. People saved nearly all their furniture 

and household goods.  A north west wind carried burning shingles to the farm buildings of G.A. Lowell. 

His family barely had time to escape, losing everything but a sewing machine and a few small articles 

taken from the window of one room.  The horses and wagons were saved but harness, two mowing 

machines and horse rake, two ploughs and a fat hog were burned.  Two hen houses, a large pile of 

boards and fifteen cords of wood fitted fro the stove  were destroyed. Had the wind been blowing from 

the south at the time of the first fire two thirds of the village would have been wiped out. 

July 29 1896  The lumber for Dr. Gehring‘s has arrived (at the depot) from Gorham and (Charles) 

Davis is drawing it to the Gehring lot.  E. S. Kilborn is building a stable to his tenant house on Elm 

Street (in 1896, Elm Street was the name of Mill Hill St in 2009).  Mr. William R. Chapman will play 

the organ at the Congregational Church next Sunday. The water tank near the Grand Trunk station is in 

position and water will be let in to tomorrow. The Locke Mountain House has thirty boarders.  The 

Merritt party are the latest arrivals. Mr. Francis T. Upton, the pianist and teacher of music, and his wife 

Google Earth photo of the former 

Philbrook Farm on Sunday River in 

North Bethel.  White arrow points to 

original farm house.  In the 1970’s, it 

became the Roberts Poultry Farm 

operated by Stan Roberts and later 

operated by Franklin Harrington.   

The Ebenezer Eames family (of 

Dublin, N.H.) owned the farm prior to 

the Philbrooks; John Philbrook 

married Paulina Eames.  



are with Mrs. A. M. Valentine at Spring Grove for the season.  Mrs. A. T. Rowe from Boston arrived at 

her summer residence (later known as the Upson house) in this place last night. 

The first of a series of open air meetings will be held at Russell‘s Grove near Middle Interval next 

Sunday. The free use of Bean‘s ferry will be given to parties attending services at the grove. 

At L. M. Valentine‘s Spring Grove, the following summer guests are registered:  Miss A. G. Simmons, 

Boston; Mr. and Mrs. Davies Wilson and Arnold Wilson, Washington, D.C.; Mr. U.B. Twitchell and 

wife, Melrose, Mass.; Mr. and Mrs. Francis T. Upton, Salem, Mass. 

S.N. Buck has a few second hand bicycles for sale at low prices. 

Sunday River:  Mrs. Charles Atherton is entertaining relatives from Massachusetts.  Mr. Fred 

Atherton has been spending part of his vacation with his parents. The veteran  bear hunter, Leonard 

Leavitt has returned from Magalloway where he has been building a barn for his nephew Lewis Leavitt.   

Miss Annie Campbell and Miss Mabel Foster gave a social dance at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Foster.  

Among those present were Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Chapman of Mayville, Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Bartlett of 

North  Bethel, Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Kendall and children of Charleston, Mass., Mr. Clinton Lovejoy of 

Bethel, Miss Clyde Bartlett of Mayville, Mr. Loring Trask, Miss Mary Jackson, Mr. Walter Emery, Miss 

Ethel Hastings, Mr. William Williamson, and Mr. C.E. Robertson of Charleston, Mass.  Mr. Leslie 

Kendall kindly furnished the music most of the evening, and Mr. Searles volunteered to play until  

11:30 when the company prepared to go home. Two children: Master Leslie and Fred, ages 5 and 3 and 

1/2, gave an exhibition in clog dancing which simply astonished everyone present.  Mr. Searles favored 

the company with some very fine violin solos accompanied by Miss Clyde Bartlett on the piano.  In all 

well over two dozen people enjoyed the evening. 

August 

E. A. Wyman is in town to oversee preparations at the corn canning factory. Extensive repairs were 

being made in the corn shop before it opens for the seasonal operation—the work was expected to take 

three weeks.  Several cars of cans were received new the end of the month. Wyman can buy cans 

cheaper than he can make them.  

The chair factory was getting out  several new styles of fancy chairs 

for their fall trade.  The company was moving its stock of goods into 

Rialto Hall to be finished. 

The foundation of the Dr. Gehring residence is finished and first 

floor timbers in place.  Col C.S. Edwards reported the loss of some 

beans due to frost in the low lands (Alder River) and frost struck 

pumpkins, potatoes and corn but frost did not occur in Bethel village.  

C.C. Bryant is building an addition to his store on Main Street.   

 

 

Advertisement—Bethel News 

Edward King, “The Jeweler” 
Main Street, Near Depot, Bethel, Me. 

All kinds of Watch and Jewelry repairing 



 

Prof. Wight and his wife and his wife had returned home from Houlton.  Good Templars elected new 

officers:  Edwin Barker, Vira Parker, Fred Farwell, Jennie Merrill, C. H. Davis and Mrs. C. O. Foster. 

Trustees  were C.O. Foster, E. Barker and Fred Farwell. 

C. H. Davis has a new sign up at his headquarters in the A.H. Goddard building—it reads: ―C. H. 

Davis, Lake Stage‖. An employee of the New England Telephone and Telegraph Co. is changing the 

position of some wires near the central station. Samuel D. Philbrook is having improvements made to 

the front of his house on lower Main Street.   A very large number of bicycles were sold this summer by 

the various agents in town.  

Work was started after mid August on repairs of the railroad bridge that was washed out by the 

freshet in March.  Work on repairing the stone foundations was the first step. The bridge is two miles 

east of Bethel village (in the vicinity of the Blake farm) .   The following week a pile driver and engine 

arrived and were placed in position at the bridge site undergoing repairs.  

Politics: A McKinley Club is soon to be organized in the village. A McKinley and Hobart flag ―was 

flung to the breeze and E. C. Park delivered an address on behalf of the party. The Bryant‘s Pond band 

furnished the music. Odeon Hall was filled to hear a Republican speech from a Mr. Wellington from 

Maryland.  

Wilson’s Mills:  D.C. Bennett, John Olson and Daniel Heywood are at the Parmachenee Club 

guiding.  A telephone line is now under way from Berlin to Flints Hotel.  The Berlin Mills crew is a work 

above the head of Aziscoos Falls making a channel for logs to run in, thus saving one of the long turns 

in the river. 

Rumford Falls:  The Rumford Falls Power Co. has bought almost the entire river right between 

Rumford Falls and Gilbertville.  

 

September 

Bethel: The new train schedule was published and deemed to be more satisfactory:  Leave  Bethel 

for Portland at 5:45 AM, 8:50 AM and 3:34 PM.  Depart for Gorham at 10:27 AM, 4:38 PM and 9:01 

PM.  Mail arrived at the Bethel post office at  7 and 10:45 AM and 4:45 PM from the East, Portland and 

from the west at 7 and 9 AM.  The replacement iron railroad bridge is to be put in on Thursday where 

the washout occurred in March. A night watchman was put on the Blake bridge. 

THE BETHEL FAIR 1896 

 In its September 11, 1896 edition, the Advertiser gave complete coverage to  Bethel‘s annual fall fair.   

Dozens of local people were involved in competitions of livestock, cooking, fruit, vegetables, art work, 

fabrics, weaving and needle work.  Read more about names and events at the Fair. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

H & W Farwell were one of the largest agricultural exhibitors at the fair. 

At the  Bethel‘s  Riverside Park Fair:    Perry Farrington of Locke‘s Mills lost, Nichols,  his fast and 

valuable young trotter at the fair Friday evening when the horse died after the race.   Various opinions 

from  a very hot afternoon, overcome by heat or maybe the wash down between heats was seen to  be 

the possible cause.  Nichols was well known to Oxford County race attendants and fans and was always 

a favorite.  After the race the horse  had  been taken sick  and died at half-past ten Friday evening.  

Coal was arriving at the Bethel dealers and it was reported 

to be a little higher in price than the previous year. Norman 

Gehring has enter the medical department at Bowdoin 

College.  Fred Merrill has entered Bowdoin College. Dr. 

Bunting has moved into the rent on Park Street vacated by 

Bertie Burnham.  John Philbrook was having the yard graded 

below his new residence on Main Street.  G. a. Burbank and 

Hiram Wilds were doing the work.  

Hastings:  D.R. Hastings was doing extensive repairs on 

the buildings.  Wild River Lumber Co. had four camps in 

operation and was setting up four more. 

FIRE AT GILEAD  - STORE, BOARDING HOUSE AND STABLE  BURNED THURSDAY NIGHT 

Reported by the Democrat , September 15th.  A block  consisting of the store, boarding house and 

stable of J.W. Bennett of Gilead, burned Thursday night (Sept. 10).  Part of the goods and furniture was 

saved. The loss was $7,500, insured. The fire is supposed to have been caused by tramps in the stable. 

Gould Academy:  September 1st  the academy opened under the instruction of Mr. F. Flood 

principal, Miss Alice Purington, preceptress, and Mr. Small, brother of ex-principal Small, assistant.  

Miss Purington established an excellent reputation for herself last year.  Messrs Flood and Small come 

with very flattering recommendations.  Town schools opened the day before.  

Wilson’s Mills:  H.W . Fickett was visiting his sister, Mrs. John Olson.  Lena Olson went to the fair 

at Norway with her aunt, Mrs. S. A. Fickett.  The telephone line is set to W. L. Fickett‘s. 

Sunday River:  The summer company were homeward bound.  Fifteen left Miss Locke‘s last 

Friday.  A party of natives went up on Old Speckle Mountain last week and returned with a lot of 

cranberries. Mr. Jack Downey cut his foot badly while working for Mr. Will Williamson.  The bears 

were  still  around and are busy thinning out the flocks of sheep. Farmers are getting in their grain and 

a good crop, too.  Mrs. Eben Chapman and son of Gilead visited with Mr. Brown. And Mrs. Trask has 

just returned from a visit to Roxbury.    Margaret Williamson  was very ill and her daughter Annie is at 

home  taking care of her.  Loren Trask  purchased J.S. Allen‘s  meat business and cart.   Allen is 

The new John Philbrook house on Main 
Street—1904 photo taken after the 
barn had been completed. 



breaking up housekeeping on account of his wife‘s death.  Andrew Jackson won the premium prize for 

the best pulling horses at the Bethel Fair; Mr. Emery for the best spring calves.  

West Bethel New Church:  Monday, September 21st, ground was broken for laying the 

foundation of the new church at West Bethel.  Deacon E. P. Grover offered prayer,  Prof. W. S. Wight 

sang a hymn and the audience repeated the Lord‘s Prayer.   Florence Grover and Leila Watson of 

Norway visited friends and relatives  here this week.  Mrs. H. J. Bean visited  Mrs. Charles Merrill.  

Mrs. E. G. Wheeler was sick in bed for a week but seemed better.  Leon Tyler made a sale of apples. 

Potatoes in this area did not turn out as well as hoped. 

October 

The Bethel cider mill (near the corn canning factory) has opened operations. Several thousand 

bushels of apples are to be put into cider.  Its cider press run by steam is able to put up fifty barrels a 

day.  Dr. P. Cain, veterinarian of Norway, came to Bethel for two days to examine cattle John M 

Philbrook was prepared to ship to Brighton market.  

The chair factory and the Skillings spool mill both received a large batch of orders.  The Skillings had 

been closed by the owner, J.P. Skillings, had it started up immediately.  At the chair factory, workers 

were added to night shift for chair finishing.  

During the first week of October labeling and packing was going on at the corn factory. The crop 

seemed to have been the best in quality and quantity since the factory had opened.  Workmen at the 

GTR banked up the new water tank in the rail yard to keep it from freezing.  

The Alpine House has been shut up one year on account of Mrs. Ellen M. Chandler, the landlady, 

being ill and unable to run it. William Glidden, a young man, has been engaged to take charge of the 

house as superintendent.   

Samuel Philbrook (Philbrook Place on lower Main Street) , who has been 

helpless several years by a shock, had another shock last week and is very low. 

Scott Wight is making arrangements to open a singing school in our village.  

Cora Twombly of Gray who had been teaching school at West Bethel was 

stricken with typhoid fever at Mrs. Frost‘s boarding house where she had 

stayed and died. Her sister was a teacher in the Bethel village (brick) school.  

Pearl Elliott of Rumford assumed the late Miss Twombly‘s teaching duties.   

Abiel Chandler, Jr., who had suffered a paralytic shock in the summer 

where he lost use of one arm and leg went to Boston for treatment.   J. G. Rich 

wrote this short report about Chandler:  

 ―Abiel Chandler, Jr., has a Sharpe‘s rifle which he captured from the rebels at Harper‘s Ferry. In the 

fall of 1861. The barrel of the rifle is very long and thick and therefore is very heavy. It is a fine shooter 

and will throw a ball seventy–five rods (412 yards) accurately when a telescope is attached.‖  

Dr. Gehring‘s new home that was still under construction at the end of Broad Street had its heating 

system installed  by the Berlin Mills Company.  Dr. Gehring and family had moved into the partially 

completed house at the end of September.  Reports said that the home when completed would have 

cost over $10,000 compared to similar reports that said the John Philbrooks house cost $5,000.  In the 

end of the month news from the Advertiser, the reporter wrote that Dr. Gehring and family were 

getting along finely in their $10,000 home.  

Samuel D. Philbrook  



Owen Demeritt was employed as engineer for the Tibbetts spool mill in Locke‘s Mills.  The McKinley 

Club had a torchlight procession. Judge Woodbury and Hon. Addison E. Herrick were serenaded and 

they made short speeches.  McKinley Club members planned another procession for the following 

week.  Coal delivery was part of the business handled by ―truckman‖ Charles Davis. He supplied about 

one hundred, twenty-five tons (a season) and with one helper put the coal away for people.  

C.O. Moore of Bethel secured a contract with Elias Thomas of Portland for a winter lumbering job on 

Black Mountain in Newry.  (Thomas was also a stockholder in the Bethel Water Company.)  The 

Methodist church fair was a grand affair at Pattee‘s Hall and $65 was raised.  Plans are in progress for 

another fair just before Christmas.  The Monday after the fair, Prof. W.S. Wight, assisted by W.G. 

Brooks of Saco and Bennett C. Snyder gave a free musicals at Pattee‘s Hall for the purpose of organizing 

a singing class. There was a large audience and about thirty joined the class.  

The week of October 30, E. C. Bowler of the News Publishing Company moved his family to  Bethel. 

We learn of plans for a big hotel to be erected on  Bethel Hill. ―Our town would like to see a big 

summer resort added to our three hotels, the Bethel House, Elms and Alpine. We have now three 

hotels, nine fine summer boarding houses, which are crowded full of guests, through the summer. More 

hotels and boarding houses will be more attractions for the city company‖. 

Locke‘s Mills:  Willis Campbell and family of New Haven, CT, have vacationed at the Mountain View 

House for the past two months. Mr. Felt, the proprietor, took Mr. Campbell to Mason hoping to get a 

deer but he shot an ―Oxford bear‖ that weighed 385 pounds instead. He took the skin and some of the 

meat home with him to New Haven.  The Ladies Circle of Locke‘s Mills gave an antiquarian supper at 

Hotel Hall.  

South Bethel:  The store houses on the GTR line at Virgin‘s Mills in South Bethel were removed  to 

make room for an new siding track. S.S. Felt did the work.  

West Bethel:  The first Saturday in November there is to be an old-fashioned spelling school at 

Bean‘s Hall. The evening will include supper.  All are invited both old and young.  Proceeds benefit the 

new church fund. 

Rumford Falls: Elmer L. Lovejoy, station agent at Mechanic Falls, was appointed superintendent of 

the Portland and Rumford Falls R.R. with office at Rumford Falls to succeed Superintendent L. L. 

Lincoln.  The appointment became effective May 1, 1897. Lovejoy was also appointed train dispatcher.  

The Rumford Falls and Rangeley Lakes R.R. has purchased two new locomotives and 30 flat cars for its 

log train service.  

The highway from Rumford Falls to Rumford Center was to be raised in some places during the 

summer of 1897 due to the road bed being below several feet lower than the river‘s high water mark.  

Gilead: Special town meeting was called to see about the suspension bridge. It passed quietly; Albert 

Bennett was the moderator. Mr. and Mrs. D.R. Hastings returned from their wedding tour; they visited 

Montreal, Lachine and Quebec as well as other places in Canada.  Gilead news reported that J. W. 

Bennett‘s block was insured—as it was understood for three thousand dollars.  It was also assured that 

Mr. Bennett would rebuild an improved  block on the old site, one of the best in town,  as soon as he 

returned from a visit to Michigan.  

On October 19th there were two accidents on the Grand Trunk. Two trains met on grade east of 

Berlin wrecking both engines.  Between Hastings and Gilead J. Lary runs passengers and mail on his 



hand car while the engine for the Wild River RR is being put into readiness.  

Hastings:  Monday of last week (the 19th) we started 

up the new line with a good head of steam. The new 

road is two and one-quarter miles long and the views 

are very nice. Camp 1 is the charge of Jim Pariedy. One 

mile up is Camp 2, G.J. Market, foreman. This is the 

main camp on the line with black smith shop, office and 

stable room for 40 horses.  The logs are hauled to the 

track and loaded on cars. In addition the Company 

intends to put 7,000,000 on the old No 6. line.  

An Oxford County Congregationalist conference was 

held the last week of October in South Paris.  Seven 

from Bethel attended. 

Those attending were: Rev. Israel Jordan, Enoch 

Woodbury, A. S. Chapman, Mrs. L. M. Valentine, Mr. 

and Mrs. Horatio Upton, Mrs. L. C. Chandler, Miss 

Chandler and Mrs. Josiah Purington.  

 

PLANS FOR A MAINE MUSICAL FESTIVAL 

Lewiston:  Lewiston-Auburn parties have met to form a musical society and Maine Musical Festival 

similar to the annual Worcester Music Festival.   Scope of the effort would include Lewiston-Auburn 

and several of the towns along the Grand Trunk Railway.  Hopes were to hold the festival 

immediately after the annual Worcester festival. The plan was rapidly coming to a head with the 

following  leaders already identified— Frank Briggs, Auburn, President.; Hon. William D. Pennell, 

Lewiston, Vice President; Homer H. Chase, Auburn, Treasurer; Parker Dingley, Auburn, Secretary.  

Prof. William R. Chapman, director of the Rubenstein Club of New York, who has a summer home 

at Bethel, is the prime mover in the matter.  It is proposed to organize a chorus of 400 voices in 

Lewiston, Auburn, Norway, Bethel, Berlin and Gorham, NH.  The combined choral members would 

unite in September of 1897, immediately after the Worcester festival.  Their program would give a 

festival week of one night in each of the other towns and two nights in Lewiston.  Prof. Chapman , 

through his acquaintance with the leading singers, expects to be able to acquire as soloists such 

artists as Nordica, Emma Eames and Annie Cary Raymond.  An orchestra of 50 will be secured for 

the festival. (Worcester‘s first festival was presented in 1858) 

Sunday River:  Sheep pastured on Merrill Hill had to be moved off the hill due to bears.  Mr. 

Kendall‘s cider mill was fully committed.  Julia Stowe moved into Mr. Powers‘ house. Walter Emery 

sold his house to Mr. (J.A.?) Thurston. Miss Hastings and Mrs. Atherton made a visit to Hop City and 

to Camp Bemis.  Mrs. Monk of Errol was with her sister, Mrs. Kendall.  J.A. Thurston is building a 

new mill.  The remains of Mr. Foster, formerly of this place, were brought home for burial. 

November 

The news of McKinley‘s election was made known Wednesday morning by the chair factory 

whistle blowing six extra  blasts after the regular one.  Maine would cast six electoral votes for 

Bethel Historical Society photo of Wild 

River Lumber Co train crossing  Moriah 

Brook trestle 

 



McKinley.  All six New England states went for McKinley giving him a total of 39 electoral votes.  In 

Bethel voting, 319 voted for McKinley and 91 voted for Bryan.  The Tuesday following the election 

Bethel celebrated the event in grand style—ringing of bells, firing of cannon, blowing of whistles, 

parading, torches, roman candles, and tin horns. The parade marched through all of the town‘s 

principal streets. Lovejoy‘s hotel was a blaze of light and stores were elaborately decorated.  Cyrus 

Wormell was parade marshal.  

Abiel Chandler, Jr., left by train for Augusta to spend the winter there.  W.F. Lovejoy, proprietor 

of the Bethel House was seriously threatened with pneumonia but then recovered enough to 

convalesce.  E. C. Bowler, BETHEL NEWS publisher, has moved into the W.W. Hastings house in 

Kimball Park. Amos B. Frost sold his  homestead  on Spring Street to R.E. L. Farwell.  Frost is 

moving to Newry where he owns a farm.   

H. S. Hastings shipped 200 lambs from this station.  Haskell‘s cider mill  produced about 500 

barrels this fall.  The following week  news from Newry Corner was that Hastings drove into town the 

other day a flock of nearly fifteen hundred sheep.  They made quite a show on the road. They came 

from Franklin County.  He shipped out most of the 1,500 lambs  from the Bethel rail station.  Fred 

Edwards shipped two carloads of boards to the Paris Manufacturing Co.  

The brick grammar school had been closed due to an outbreak of diphtheria but it was re-opened  

for the last week of November.  

Fritz J. Tyler married Grace Bartlett in a ceremony at the home of the bride‘s father Levi N. 

Bartlett by Rev. H.A. Peare of Naples  

Bethel‘s Volunteer Hose Company held their 3rd Annual Ball in Odeon Hall.  Music for the 

concert and dance was furnished by Chandler‘s Band of Portland.  The Bethel Masonic Lodge elected 

the following members officers for the  ensuing year:  Master, Eben S. Kilborn; other officers were 

James Barrows, C. E. Abbott, Davis Lovejoy, Henry Farwell,  J.C. Billings, and M. W. Chandler.  

Albany:  The auction sale of the estate of Deacon J. H. Lovejoy drew a large gathering from this 

and other towns.  Herbert I. Bean bought the buildings and the land surrounding them plus a 

meadow and  a wood lot. 

Gilead:  James. F. Guptill has about 5,000 trees yarded. They were hauled to Wild River, sawed 

into pulp length and floated (driven) to Jay bridge.  The work is for David R. Hastings who has a 

large contract to fill.  (The drive to Jay was reported later in 1897 news.)  The A. M. Whitmans and 

son Lewie walked six miles in and out  to Guptill‘s camps on Lary Brook and enjoyed a fine dinner 

with his aunt Cora. But the young man did not think he would like to live in the woods.  

Newry Corner:    For the month of  November meetings at Newry (Corner) Union Church were set 

for Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.   A logger employed by H.R. Godwin cut his foot badly while 

at work on the branch. Dr. Charles D. Hill was summoned from Bethel to dress the wound.  A.C. 

Littlehale was buying pork for the Berlin market. He was paying  four and on-half cents a pound.  

December 

Bethel: December 30th was observed as Christmas Sunday by the churches in Bethel. C.C. Bryant 

purchased the photograph building of C.S. York and leased it to Mr. Will Glidden for his photograph 

work.  Will Bean visited his parents prior to return to U.S. Navy service for his second enlistment. He 

had recently completed gunnery and torpedo courses at the top of his classes in Washington, D.C. 



and Newport, R.I.  He left Bethel to report to his receiving ship at New York City for the start of his 

second enlistment.   

The Robinson Theater Company played to good houses every night in December‘s second week. 

The W.C.T.U. prepared a number of ―comfort bags‖ and a large amount of reading material which 

were sent to the lumber camps.  Ladies of the Methodist Circle packed two barrels with clothing—one 

for Clark University, Atlanta, GA, and one for the Deaconess Home in Boston. Mrs. Dr. Gehring gave 

a birthday party for her son, George B. Farnsworth, at the Bethel House. 

Genial host of the Bethel House, Clinton Lovejoy, married Susie Pauline Kimball, December 2nd 

in Portland.  Our local actors and actresses put on ―Scenes In The Jury Room‖ to a full house at 

Odeon Hall.   

Christian Endeavor Society elected the following officers:  President, Miss Alice Purington; Vice 

Pres., Walter Holmes; Secretary, Marion Chandler; Treasurer and Recording Secretary, Arthur 

Bunting. Miss True‘s music class assisted in the social part of the evening program at Garland 

Chapel. Prof. Scott Wight closed his singing class with a grand concert.  Members of the program 

included: Mrs. Ava Finney, Miss Jane Gibson, Bennett C. Snyder and Mr. and Mrs. George Burnham 

of Gilead.  

The  Bethel Auxiliary to the Maine Musical Association formed with these officers:  Pres., A. E. 

Herrick; Vice Pres., Rev F. E. Barton; Secretary, E. C. Park; Treasurer, Dr. F. B. Tuell; Director, 

Bennett C. Snyder. Prof. Chapman met with the chorus which numbered about forty members. 

Locke‘s Mills: Names in the news—Ed Herrick moved his family into the house where E. L. 

Tebbetts used to live.  Mrs. S. S. Felt is quite ill.   

Newry:  Loggers are praying for snow but their prayers do not seem to amount to much. Jim 

Spinney bought a large amount of hay from Fred Searle for $11 a ton.  Orrin Foster was going to cut 

birch for J. A. Thurston. 

East Bethel:  Our farmers have moved into the spruce business. J. D. Hastings erected a very 

handsome tablet in memory of his wife, Mrs. Emma B. Hastings. Mrs. W. H. Tracy did her Christmas 

shopping in Lewiston.  

Mason:  Willard Wight of Newry was in town and took away the Rowe family which has been 

supported by Newry for some years. Elmer Stiles took a load of Rowe family goods to Newry Corner 

in the blizzard.  

West Bethel:  The sleighing and sledding on smooth ground is fine but the snow is not deep 

enough for rough ground. Henry Verrill‘s family had diphtheria including Henry.  Flat Road scholars 

attended school in the village and the Flat Road school closed for the term.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Albany:  Electric railway on the brain seems to be the trouble 

with several of our townspeople. L. H. Burnham of Lynchville 

and E. W. Eastman of Auburn were at the corner recently looking 

over the prospect of getting freight by electric road from Norway 

to Lynchville and East Stoneham.  Prospect looked better than 

expected. With our mills and all other things considered a 

railway from Norway would be better than one from Bridgton. 

Wilson‘s Mills:  Minnie Olson has gone to Errol for the winter. 

 

 

 

 

WANTED 
All Kinds of  

FURS & SKINS 
Highest Cash Prices 

PAID FOR 

Bear, Fisher 
Fox, Skunk, 

Mink, Martin 
 

S. N. BUCK 
BETHEL—MAINE 

 

____________________ 

 

WANTED 

To Purchase 

A FARM 

Within two or three miles of Gould 

Academy 

Address, stating price  

Box 42, Peabody, Mass. 
 

_______________________ 
 

GODDARD BROS. 
Dealers in  

BURIAL CASKETS 

Black and while cloth covers, a 

specialty. 

Embalming done where desired. 

Bethel—Maine 

 

______________________ 

 

FOR SALE OR TO LET 

A House on High Street. 7 Rooms 

Inquire of  J.B. Chapman 

 

_________________________ 

 

 

 

NEWS OFFICE 

Tax collectors should send 
to the News Office for 

samples of good tough paper  
Tax Receipts 

 
___________________ 

 

Lovejoy House 
W.F. Lovejoy & Son Pro’ps. 

Bethel Hill—Maine 

This popular house has been 

repainted since last season, 

the stable and outer buildings 

moved to the rear of the house 

thus leaving a view of the 

mountains unobstructed. 

Parties wanting a quiet 

summer home will find this 

one of the most desirable 

places in the Mountain region. 

 

___________________ 

 

N. F. BROWN 

 
Dealer in— 

Stoves  

Hardware 

Paints, Oils, Etc. 

Bethel., Maine 

_________________ 

 

H. C. BARKER 
Manufacturers Agent, Dealer in - 

Doors, Sashes,  

Window Blinds 

FOOT OF HIGH ST, BETHEL, 

MAINE 

______________ 

BETHEL DIRECTORY 
__________ 

 
ARRANGEMENT OF MAILS 

Mails Close 

Going East 9 AM—8 PM. Close Mail 

for Portland and all points beyond 2:35 

PM. 

Going West 10:30 AM-4:25 PM 

Mails Arrive 

From East, 10:45 AM—4:55 PM from 

Portland and points beyond 7 AM 

From West 7 AM—9:45 AM 

 

Office Hours 7 AM to 8:30 PM, Sunday 

12 M to 12:30 PM, 6 to 6:30 PM 

 

CHURCHES 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Main Street 

Pastor, Rev. A. Hamilton, Residence: 

Main Street 

 

UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

Rev. F.E. Barton, Pastor. Residence next 

door to church. 

 

CONGREGATIONALIST CHURCH 

Rev. Israel Jordan, Pastor 

 

SOCIETIES 

 

ODD FELLOWS 

Mount Abram Lodge No. 31, Meetings 

Saturday evening each week. 

 

MASONIC 

Bethel Lodge No. 97. Reg. Com., 2d 

Thursday every month.  

OXFORD R.A.C. No. 29 Stated 

Convocation  3rd Thursday every month 

 

GRAND ARMY 

Brown Post No. 84. Stated meetings first 

and third Tuesday evening of each 

month. 

 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF GOOD 

TEMPLARS 

Helping Hand Lodge no. 227 meet every 

Thursday evening  at Ladies Relief 

Corps Hall. 

 

UNITED ORDER OF PILGRIM 

FATHERS 

Sudbury Col. No. 50 

 

BETHEL CORNET BAND 

E.P. Young,  Leader 

Meets every Friday night 

 

 

 

 



 
Gould Academy, 1836—1896 

In 1896 for the winter term of 1896-1897, 
the academy began publishing The Academy 
Herald once each term.  The Academy Herald 
along with the academy‘s catalog has provided 
a much improved record of the school‘s trustee, 
faculty, student body and perspectives over 
time.   

1893‘s Bethel Journal has a complete copy of 
the academy catalog for that year which 
includes courses of study, students and 
administration. 

The first Herald stated that it was published 
once a term by the students of Gould Academy.  
Herald staff were as follows: Cora H. Farwell, 
Managing Editor; Assistant Editors: Winnifred 
Hall, Ethel M. Richardson, Alice C. Perkins, 
Ethel Eames, and George H. French. Business 
managers: Florence Carter and Beatrice 
Kelliher.  It was printed at the News Office, 
Bethel, ME.  

An editorial followed the masthead 
information.  ―The students of Gould‘s 
Academy have faith to believe that those who 
read the ‗Herald‘ will make allowances for 
imperfections. As nearly all the students are 
over crowded with work, it is almost impossible 
to write an article in the spare moments we 
have, without making more or less mistakes. 
Still we have the satisfaction of knowing that 
we have not undertaken a task too great for our 
abilities.‖  

Students were then called on to help make 
the ―Herald‖ a success and make a point to sell 
copies - 

―Remember that the editors have as much 
school work as any of you‖ 

― It seems to us that one thing which goes to 
make up a good education, is the reading of the 
current news in the daily papers.‖ 

In the Personals column, one found news 
of recent grads. 

Norman Gehring is in Bowdoin College. 

Alice Chamberlin is attending school in Portland. 

Albert C. Eames, G. A. '94, is now in Bowdoin 
College. 

Fred Merrill, G. A. '96, is attending Bowdoin 

College. 

George Merrow, '96, is teaching school at 

Bryants Pond. 

Archer Grover is attending the Maine State 
College at Orono. 

Miss Cora Walton Hastings is employed in the 

Chicago University. 

Miss Jennie M. Wood is principal of the 
Grammar school in Pittsfield, N. H. 

Favorite saying of the girls:— "Miss Purington, 
please play us a waltz." 

Miss Joan Stearns, '96, lately of Shaw's Business 
College, is now employed in Herrick & Park's law 
office. 

F. O. Small, a former popular teacher of Gould's 
Academy, is now principal of Washington 
Academy, East Machias. 

Miss Clyde Bartlett one of G. A's former 
students, is teaching in Hanover and has every 
prospect of making a fine teacher. 

Since the laughing girl, Lizzie Moulton, graduated 
in '95, she has been teaching, but is now at the 
home of her parents in West New-field. 

 

Academy trustees for 1896: 

Gideon A. Hastings, President 
Charles Mason, Vice President 
Goodwin R. Wiley, Secretary 
Samuel B. Twitchell, Treasurer 
 

Other board members: 
Attorney R.A. Frye 
Ceylon Rowe 
Judge Enoch Foster 
John M. Philbrook 
A. L. Burbank 
Judge A.E. Herrick 
J.U. Purington 
Albert W. Grover 
Gilman P. Bean 

 
Faculty and Staff 

 
Fred O. Small*, A.B., Principal, Ancient 

Languages, Chemistry, Commercial 
Department 

 
Cora Walton Hastings**, A.B., French, 

German, Mathematics, Physics. 
 
Alice Emma Purington, English, 

Literature, History, Astronomy 
. 

Winifred Hall, Librarian*** 
 
Barton A. Smith, Janitor 
 

*Fred O. Small left Gould to become 

principal of Washington Academy, East 

Machias.  

http://www.thebetheljournals.info/1893/1893_gould_academy.htm


** Miss Hastings (like Miss Purington) was a 

Bethel resident; note that in the Personals she is 

mentioned as employed at the Chicago 

University. 

*** Miss Hall is listed as a member of the 

editorial board for the ―Herald‖. 

 

(To  be added—student body summary) 

 

Historical Sketch from the 1896 catalog 

The people of  Bethel have always shown an  

active  interest  in education.  

No town in the state can boast of having a larger 

percentage of college graduates among its residents 

or of having sent proportionately so large a number 

of young men and women to the colleges and 

seminaries of New England. 

The first settlers brought with them the habits 

of their Puritan ancestors, and early took measures 

to have their children enjoy the advantages of 

education. A school was established as early as 

1788 and a school-house was f-oon built. 

In 1835 the citizens formed an organization as 

trustees of the Bethel High School, a hall was fitted 

up for a school-room and N. T, True was employed 

as principal. Encouraged by their success, the 

trustees reorganized and obtained a charter for an 

Academy, which by act of the Legislature, January 

27, 1836, was incorporated as Bethel Academy. A 

building was erected and Isaac Kendall was the 

first instructor and opened the first term of school 

on the second Wednesday of September, 1836. 

The institution was without funds and 

depended upon public patronage for support. But 

in 1842, Rev. Daniel Gould of Rum-ford, made a 

bequest, since known as the "Gould Fund," on con

dition that the name be changed to "Gould's 

Academy in Bethel," which was done. A grant/ of a 

half-township of land was made in 1850; this was 

sold and the proceeds were termed the ''State 

Fund." In 1855, Dr. John Grover made a donation, 

the interest of which was to be expended only for 

chemical and physical apparatus. 

The present academy building was built in 1881, 

is well lighted, pleasant, and fully adapted to the 

purpose for which it was erected. 

Among other gifts to the Academy should be 

mentioned those of the citizens of Bethel, who, at 

different times during the early days, subscribed 

such sums as they could for the needs of the in

stitution; and especially in 1882, when $1,123.00 

was raised in this way for the purpose of furnishing 

the new building. Through the kindness of the 

Bethel Water Company, the building is supplied 

with pure water. 

In 1891, by a resolve of the Legislature, the 

Academy realized several thousand dollars. 

 

 

 



 

SCENES ABOUT THE GROUNDS 
The ladies of the Universalist society wre  

busy at meal hours with feeding the hungry 
multitude , at their booth near the entrance. 

Merrill & Heath ran a merry-go-round 
and were well patronized  by children of all 
ages.  

Charles Wheeler of  Bethel sold nuts and 
confectionery, and did a good business. 

E.N. Twitchell, wholesale fruit dealer of 
Norway, was here with his cart, and did 
good work for he carries first class goods. 

H. Walker of Portland, exhibited the 
workings of the wonderful X ray illusions to 
the curious multitude. 

F. W. Ford of West Sumner, sold soft 
drinks, confectionery, fruit, etc., from a 
neat booth. Ice cream is their specialty, and 
it is good ice cream, too. 

A. Farrar of Exeter, Me., was the man who 
took your tintype and made lots of souvenir 
pictures.    

C. K. Morey, L. A. Rogers, H. H. Nevers of 
Norway, worked hard and disposed of lots 
of refreshments.  

 
INSIDE THE EXHIBIT HALL  

(FORMER MAYVILLE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH) 

 

The walls of the building are crowned 
with quilts, comforters, puffs outlined and 
crazy.  The South West Corner with rugs 

and mats of various sizes and colors. Counters on 
the walls are laden with drawn, crocheted, worsted 
and filigree finery, for ladies wear or comfort.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old fashioned hazel bark colored yarns were on 
display by Mrs. F. F. Bean and Mrs. A. K. Mason. 

Irving Kimball, the artist, has a good exhibit of 
crayon and pastel work. One, a portrait of Prof. W. 
Scott Wight and the other is a picture of Miss Mary 
Hall.  Edith M. Hastings has several oil paintings 
and Mrs. Fred S. Edwards an oil panel with kittens 
coming down a tree head first. A deer made by 
Addie Kendall Mason who never saw anyone paint 
with a brush.  A white deer shot by Samuel Leavitt, 
the bear hunter (Sunday River), was set up and on 
exhibition. A.D. Ellingwood of the Bethel News, 
had a show case of fine printing, and a generous 
sample of Bethel‘s enterprising local paper.  

T. J. Bennett, guide and trapper of the Upper 
Magalloway region, has a birds-eye maple paddle 
of his make here. L.L. Mason shows wood turning 
made at J. N. Hodsdon‘s mill at South Bethel.  

 
Sporting:  Baseball and Races 

 
Tuesday‘s baseball game was between the Berlin 

nine and the Rumford Falls nine.  Berlin defeated 
Rumford 6 to 3.   

Both trotting and pacing races were held.  
Entrants came from Canton, Andover, Buckfield, 
Bethel, Rumford and Berlin.  Owners of Bethel 
horses in the races were William R. Chapman and 

RIVERSIDE PARK—Bethel Fair 

September 1896 

Race track 

RIVERSIDE TROTTING PARK & 
BETHEL AGRICULTURAL FAIR 

Exhibit Hall 

Midway 

Androscoggin River 

Bethel village 

US RT 2 



 

 

Charles Ryerson and C. C. Merrill of West 
Bethel. 

Race officials were as follows: 
A.H. Merrill of Danvers was the starter.  

Judges, Horace Fisk, Waterford; John R. 
Robinson, Oxford; F. S. Smith, Andover.  Timers 
were: J. C. Billings, Bethel and Major Ryerson, 
Auburn.  Clerk, Howard Carter, Bethel.   

 
AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES  

 
Comment about the livestock exhibits at the 

Bethel Fair—although some of the smaller 
animals may have been loaded into horse drawn 
wagons and transported to the fair grounds, 
most of the horses, cattle, sheep and swine were 
driven from their home farms.  When a news 
correspondent talks about H. & W. Farwell 
showing 25 head of cattle in their own sheds, the 
unspoken news was that the Farwells drove 
(walked with) these animals over the roads to 
the fairgrounds and the Farwells built the sheds 
at the fairgrounds that housed them. 

 
Parade of Premium Animals 

At eleven o‘clock the parade formed at the 
track‘s entrance.  The fourteen piece Norway 
Band led the march—wearing handsome new 
uniforms of red and blue.  

Following the band came the officers of the 
Association in carriages. A. Valentine of Bethel 
road along in a carryall trimmed with corn and 
vegetables from the garden. 

Then followed seventeen yoke of cattle young 
and old, and the rear was brought up by seven 
bulls and cows. 

Next came the stylish driving horses. The 
Gents‘ Driving class was called first. Speed, style 
and action were judged.  Awards went to W. W. 
Andrews, Paris; e. W. Sturtevant, Shelburne, 
N.H.; J. C. Billings, Bethel; E. E. Howe, 
Hanover; and to Tom Kendall, Bethel. 

Pulling Contests on Tuesday 
Oxen, 7 feet and over, load 8,000 pounds.  

Entrants were D.B. Hall, Bethel who was first at 
87 feet, 6 inches. Second, E. H. Morrill, Bethel, 
with 54 feet, 6 inches;  third, James Spinney, 
Newry with 28 feet, 9 inches; and M.J. Swain, 
Andover, 17 feet, 6 inches.  Prizes: $10, $5 and 
$3. 

In the  7 feet and under class, entrants were 
Arthur Morrill, Mason.  First place was for a pull 
of 105, 11 inches with a 6,000 pounds load.  

Judges were Arthur White, D.B. Brown and 
John Chapman.  

There were horse pulling contests during the 
week as well.   

Wool Bearing Sheep 
H. & W. Farwell of Bethel, E. P. Smith, 

Hanover, Arthur Morrill, Mason and H. S. 
Hastings, Newry 

Swine 
H. & W. Farwell showed Yorkshire and White 

Chester pigs.  The reporter noted that they were 
good grunters and good feeders. 

Horses 
There was a large exhibit of horses.  Exhibitors 

included:  Dr. Marble of Gorham, Merrill & 
Twaddle, Bethel; R. G. Dunn, Canton; Charles 
Stowell, Locke‘s Mills; Fred Smith and William 
Gregg of Andover; C. J. Russell and E. C. Rowe 
of Bethel,; Philip Ash, Rumford;  George B. 
McMennnamin, Rumford Falls; A. G. Roberts, 
Hebron Station; W. W. Andrews, North Paris;  
James A. Thompson, West Sumner; T. H. 
Burgess, Rumford Center; J.C. Billings and T. R. 
Kendall, Bethel. 

Comments included such remarks as large 
nostrils and deep chest, stylish with a high head, 
and a very showy horse. 

Cattle Exhibitors 
Dairy cattle, Jersey, Holstein, Dutch belted, 

Brown Swiss were shown by H. & W. Farwell, 
Fred F. Bean, Fred Edwards, E. C. Rowe and I. A. 
Cushman.  Beef cattle, mostly Durham and 
Hereford were shown by Fred Ordway, George 
D. Morrill, and James Spinney.   

 
 

 
 

 

In 1896 the Northwest Bethel Road lay between the 

north end of the Mason/Norseman barn and the 

Congregational church as shown in light brown. above. 

2010’s existing “fairgrounds barn” was placed there 

after 1896. Google Earth photo 

FAIRGROUNDS  1896 

Road in 1896  

Track 

Church 

Enter 



BETHEL’S TWO CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS 

August 26, 1874, Bethel celebrated the centennial of its settlement. Dr. Nathaniel T. True, the 

town‘s historian, was invited to give the historical address as the core of the day‘s program.  In 1874, 

Major Abernathy Grover had been elected President of the Day. 

The June 10, 1896 celebration of the centennial of the town‘s incorporation called for a reading of 

the town‘s act of incorporation.  

 

1896 Centennial Program 

Grand salute of artillery and bells at sun rise. 

Greetings from seven to nine. 

Grand parade at ten o‘clock sharp. 

Trades procession, fire department, G.A.R., schools, Indians, cowboys and bicycle club. 

Dinner from twelve until two o‘clock. To insure those who take part in the exercises and in the 

parade, and also invited guests receiving proper attention, tickets are to be issued, and only those 

holding tickets will  be served with dinner after one o‘clock. 

Families preferring to bring a picnic dinner will  be directed to suitable places where they can spread 

the same. Dinner tickets will be furnished by applying to the following committees: Henry Farwell, J. C. 

Billings, E B Shaw, A M True, H C Barker, E H Young, L T Barker, G R Wiley, Dr. Tuell, A D 

Ellingwood, A E Herrick, A W Grover. 

Music, Chandler‘s  band of Portland, Bryant Pond Band. 

Prayer. 

Reading of the act of incorporation of the town. 

Welcome by the president. 

Poem written by Mrs. A.E. Herrick. 

Guests of Col. Clark S. 
Edwards gathered in front of his 
house on Vernon Street to 
enjoy Bethel’s Centennial 
celebration.  The colonel 
himself is standing on the roof 
of his porch.  . Irving Kimball, 
Bethel’s noted photographer 
may have taken this picture. 

http://www.thebetheljournals.info/1896/Col Edwards 1896 1.jpg


Music. 

Short speeches conducted by Toast-master Hon. A. S. Twitchell of Gorham, N.H. 

Band concert on the common from seven to eight o‘clock. 

To conclude with a grad display of fireworks. 

Chandler‘s full military band of Portland will furnish music throughout the day. 

Odeon Hall will be open throughout the day and evening for the reception of visitors and it is 

earnestly quested that every visitor in town June 10th shall call at the hall and register their names. At 

this hall there will be a collection of old relics which will be of interest . 

All places of business will be closed from nine to one o‘clock, by order of the selectmen. 

No teams will be allowed on the streets while the parade is moving.  This order applies only to streets 

over which the parade will pass. 

THE PARADE 

The parade will form at ten o‘clock sharp as follows: 

Led by bicycle club with fancy horses next. 

Section first, A.M. True, aid, forms on Mechanic street.  

Platoon of police, Fire Department, Chandler‘s  Band, G.A.R., Bryant‘s Pond Cornet band, Light 

artillery(?). 

Section 2nd, H.C. Barker, aid, forms on High Street, Schools, Goddess of Liberty,  young lady 

representing Bethel.  

Section 3rd, C.M. Wormell, aid, forms on Elm Street, old people and selectmen, Merchant‘s floats.  

Section 4th, Company of Anasagunticook led by Tom Hegan, chief.  Indian rangers and cowboys.  

   Section 5th, Invited guests and citizens of the town. 

   Officers and Committees for the  

    Centennial Celebration 

President of the day, Judge Woodbury 

Marshall, Maj. G. A. Hastings 

Vice Presidents, S. B. Twitchell, I.G. Kimball, John Barker, T.H. Chapman, E.G. Wheeler, E.C. Bean. 

Committees on procession 

G.A. Hastings, C.S. Edwards, H.C. Barker, E.H. Young, Ceylon Rowe. 

Reception 

G. R. Wiley, A. E. Herrick, Dr. J. G. Gehring, J. M. Philbrook, Dr. F. B. Tuell 

Decoration 

A. M. True, C. S. Russell, T. F. Hastings 

Entertainment for Evening 

E.C. Park, Prof W. R. Chapman, Mrs. Gehring, Mrs. E.C. Rowe, Miss Alice Billings 



Antiquarian Committee 

G.P. Bean, S. I. French, Mrs. C. S. Littlehale, Anna Robertson. 

To Solicit Funds 

A.D. Ellingwood, J.U. Purington, S.N. Buck. 

Invitations 

L.T. Barker, R.A. Frye, A. D. Ellingwood. 

Treasurer ,  E.S. Kilborn 

From The Bethel News: ―Probably the most elaborate piece of decorating was on the house of  A. T. 
Rowe on Broad St. Mr. Rowe entertained a merry part of friends, and they spent a most pleasant day in 
almost hiding the house beneath flags, draperies, Japanese lanterns, etc. ― 

The parade floats were all attractive and some were decidedly artistic.  ―The following were 

represented with more or less elaborateness: 

E.C. Rowe, general store 
Miss E.E. Burnham, millinery 
W.R. Chapman drove a handsomely decorated trap with young ladies. 
Fred Farewell, rubber stamps. 
Edward King, jeweler 
Ceylon Rowe, general store 
John Hapgood, fruit, confections. 
Bethel Chair Co. 
F. M. Allen, bicycles 
C.C. Bryant, groceries, meat 
D.D. Matheson, meats 
C. Bisbee, general store 
Ira C. Jordan, general store 
E. H. Young, harness maker 
Woodbury & Purington, grain, feed, groceries, etc. 
S. N. Buck, insurance 
E.E. Whitney, marble works. 
R.B. Kendall, The Paris Washer 

 

Route of march was up Railroad Street to  Church, up Church to Broad, countermarch at head of 

Broad and down Broad to the head of Mason. Down Mason to Chapman, down Chapman across Main 

to Mechanic, down Mechanic to Railroad, down Railroad to Main and up Main to the common. 

The last section in the parade was the Company of Anasagunticook led by Tom Hegan and numbered 

about forty. 

 


